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TOPSAIL ISLAND
SHORELINE PROTECTION COMMISSION
December 11, 2014 - 2:00 p.m.
Town of North Topsail Beach 


REGULAR MEETING MINUTES



PRESENT:

Commission Members:
 	Chairman Michael Curley - Surf City
David Ward- Surf City
Larry Combs- Topsail Beach
Julian Bone- Topsail Beach
Hiram Williams- Surf City
Ed Broadhurst- Topsail Beach

Liaisons:
Stuart Turille- North Topsail Beach
Laurence Bergman- Surf City
Tim Holloman- Topsail Beach

Others Attending: 
Wayne Goodwin- NC Insurance Commissioner
	

I  Call to Order:

Chairman Mike Curley called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

a. Mayor Zander Guy of Surf City Introduction

b. Presentation by Commissioner Goodwin

Mr. Goodwin stated that the insurance market cost is based primarily off of weather and hurricane season. A recent filing by the NC Rate Bureau requested an insurance increase for consumers of as much as 25% across the board. The filing request came in January 2014. The NCDOI did not believe the rate hike was warranted, so a hearing was schedule. This process put the rate increase request through scrutiny and review before a final decision was reached. At this time the final decision is not in so those specific facts may not be discussed. North Carolina’s auto insurance is the 6th lowest in the nation, and that commission files yearly. Homeowners insurance has not been to a hearing since 1992. It was requested by NCDOI that the rate commission withdrawal their request but they did not. So public comment period was opened and over 10,000 comments were received. Closing arguments closed November 12, 2014. There will be a press release as soon as the final decision has been reached. 

Protecting the public and monitoring insurance companies is the primary job of the NCDOI. Consumer protection is at the upmost importance. After hurricane Irene many NC citizens voiced their complaints to our office about Flood insurance, which is operated by the Federal Government. I brought these numerous issues to the President’s attention in the past two years. Currently the Federal government is working on a FEMA reform. The NCDOI will continue to push the Federal government for reform. On a state level homeowners was my number one plan since being elected in 2008. Vast improvements have been made but improvements are still needed. Since 2008 the NCDOI has saved citizens $1.8 billion. This year alone 100 arrest and 325 tickets have been issued for fraud. 

The difference in rates is because of many different contributing factors. One of those being the region, but density provides for more policy holders. There are territories within the state. Fifty-five percent of all losses are inland and forty-five percent coastal. Encouraging insurance competition bring new insurance companies to our state. Access to fire departments and water lowers rates for homeowners. 


II Approval of Minutes:

Mr. Ward made the motion to approve the October 23, 2014 minutes. Mr. Broadhurst seconded the motion and it was carried.


III. Old Business:

· Connie Wilson:

Mrs. Wilson stated items that have been completed since joining the TISPC team:

1. Terminal Groins
2. NTB Bonds for Dredging
3. Project updates
4. Dredging in 2013
5. 2014 House Bill 519
6. 
The Republicans kept a majority of the seats in the 2014 election, a super majority. Medicaid is a major issue and teacher pay raises. Connie stated she is continuing to work on beach nourishment funding, notification of citizens and legislature as to the importance of beach nourishment, and the funds brought in by costal tourism. The TISPC suggested the following projects for Connie in 2015: Federal recognition and to work with the federal government to slow down stricter regulations (ex. Turtle habitat, COBRA, Flood Zones, EPA Wetlands). 

· Marlow & Company

Mr. Curley stated the Marlow contract renewal came in and needs a vote for renewal. Mr. Combs made a motion to approve the contract. Mr. Broadhurst seconded the motion and it was carried. 

· Towns’ Local Projects:

1. North Topsail Beach: 

Mr. Turille stated that the beach nourishment from Surf City, North will commence as soon as they are done in Topsail Beach. A parking plan is slated to give an additional 400 spaces on four different sites, St. Mortiz, North End, Town Hall, and Town Park. 

2. Topsail Beach:  

Mr. Holloman stated pumping began on Thanksgiving weekend, and they are now up to Drum St today, and hoping to finish up by March 1st. Started receiving bill and all sourced from Sound and Inlet Committee. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Curley stated we will have elections for the Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the TISPC at the next meeting. 

V. OPEN FORUM:

	The next meeting will be January 22, 2015 at 2pm at North Topsail Beach. 

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Commission, Mr. Bone made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded by Mr. Broadhurst and carried. 
	







Adopted this the _____ day of ________, 2014.




___________________________
Michael Curley, TISPC Chairman




						_______________________
Stephanie Edwards Hobbs, TISPC Recorder


