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Town of Surf City
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
October 4, 2011

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Councilwoman Albury, Councilmen Fowler & Helms, Town Manager Michael Moore, Attorney Charles Lanier, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.

BEAUTIFICATION & APPEARANCE RECOGNITION
Mayor Guy presented the Proclamations for the Home of the Month for October to Wendell Morgan for his property located at 130 Saltwater Landing and the Business of the Month for October to Bojangles located at 22913 Hwy 17.

PROCLAMATION
National Fire Prevention Week Proclamation was presented to Fire Engine Captain Sellars, Firefighter Jon Burton, Firefighter Thomas Hall and Fire Engine Captain/Council Liaison Don Helms.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month Proclamation was presented to Finance Director Jane Kirk.

Community Planning Month Proclamation was presented to Planning Board Chairman Barry Newsome, Planning Board members Randy Cox and Frank Camps-Campins, and Planning Director Todd Rademacher. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes of the September 6, 2011 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN
Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:16 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a Zoning Text Amendment regarding Section 5.9 Stormwater Management Plan.

Town Planner Rademacher stated that the applicant, John Parker, has requested an amendment to the current stormwater regulations found within the Town Zoning Ordinance.  The request asks that the local storwmater requirement concerning engineered stormwater controls only be done for lots that do not have state approved stormwater plans.  The current ordinance requires that all residential and commercial structures receive local stormwater plans regardless of state permits.

Staff agrees that tweaking of the ordinance is in order to reflect the development styles currently taking place as well as controlling stormwater issues in a community with small lot sizes and close proximity to sensitive waters and eco-systems which was and is the intent of the current ordinance.  Staff feels that a better approach would be to exempt properties within developments that have obtained high density stormwater approvals from the state which have been proven to better control stormwater in regard to flooding and environmental discharges in to sensitive areas.  Being that the State has adopted stricter development standards this should eliminate a majority of the locally required engineered plans.  Staff believes that local plans should still be required on projects with low density permits from the state as flows into streets and waterways tend to be higher and maintenance tends to be more difficult.  Staff also recommends exempting lots that are at least ½ acre in size from the local requirements.  It has been staffs experience that these lots tend to have plenty of room for water to dissipate naturally into the soil.

The Planning Board recommends following changes to the zoning ordinance:

5.9  Stormwater management plan.

A stormwater management ordinance is adopted for the purpose of protecting surface water and ground water quality, to protect and promote public health, safety, and general welfare with guided plans that limit storm water run-off, pollutants, road ponding, environmental concerns and to avoid any further problems through the adoption of sound stormwater run-off practices. The following requirements shall be met prior for all new residential and commercial development before a certificate of occupancy can be granted:

1) A stormwater management/driveway permit issued by the community development department for all commercial and residential property.

a)   Property used for residential purposes containing 10 acres ½ acre or more may or is in a residential or commercial development that has received a high density stormwater permit from the State of North Carolina shall not be required to obtain a local stormwater management permit.  Stormwater on these sites shall not run additional water onto adjoining properties or public right of ways. Applicants must prove to the community development department that adequate measures have been taken to contain the first inch and a half (1 1/2") of rainfall in a twenty-four (24) hour period.

2)   All stormwater run-off generated on any commercial site or from any residential structure(s) must be contained on site for the first inch and a half (1 1/2") of rainfall in a twenty-four (24) hour period unless exempted in section 5.9 (1) (a) of this ordinance;

3)   A licensed engineer must design stormwater systems. It will also be the engineer’s responsibility to ensure that the system has been installed properly and give written approval to the town that said system meets all design criteria.

4)   All stormwater management systems shall be maintained in proper working condition. If there is evidence that a system may not be performing properly, the community development department may require that the system be tested and that a qualified professional certify its performance in accordance with the stormwater management standards.

5)   Failure to comply with the provisions of this section and/or failure to comply with any of its requirements shall constitute a misdemeanor, punishable as set forth in the town code and North Carolina state law.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Councilman Helms asked if the size of the lot should be 10,000 square feet like lots on the island instead of ½ acre.

Mayor Guy stated that these permits were redundant. One permit would be sufficient and not add additional cost.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:20 P.M.

Councilman Helms made a motion to approve the zoning text amendment for Stormwater Management Plan with the size of the lot being 10,000 square feet instead of ½ acre. Councilwoman Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

HURRICANE IRENE – FEMA REIMBURSEMENT
   
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made the motion to approve Town Manager Michael Moore the First Agent and Finance Clerk Jane Kirk the second agent, and to approve the Disaster Assistance Agreement. Councilman Fowler seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously.

ENGINEERS PROJECT UPDATES, Town Manager Michael Moore. 

NC CLEAN WATER REVOLVING LOAN 
Councilman Helms made the motion to approve Resolution for authorizing the Town Manager Michael Moore to execute documents on behalf of the WWTF Juniper Irrigation Phase I Project. Mayor Pro Tem Medlin seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously.

Surf City Wastewater Treatment Facilities 
Juniper Swamp Phase 1 Disposal Design:
During the month of September, the Town and the contractor, L.M. McLamb Construction, Co., Inc., executed the agreements which have subsequently been approved by Construction Grants and Loans. A Preconstruction Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2011, at 11:00 a.m. At the Preconstruction Meeting, Cavanaugh and the Town will review the expectations for the project with the contractor, and discuss the schedule and progression for completion of the work. We anticipate a notice to proceed being issued immediately after the preconstruction conference, and the Town should see the contractor mobilize to the site, by the end of October.

Juniper Swamp Infiltration Basin: No further progress since the last report.

Tortuga Lane Street & Utilities Design
This project is under construction; the contractor has been working to finalize the grades and install the stormwater system in preparation for paving.

Little Kinston Forcemain Re-route
The town has received all permits and approvals necessary for the construction of this project. Cavanaugh & Associates, P.A. provided the Town with an updated opinion of probable cost for the project during September, and the project is ready for bidding and construction at the Town’s will and schedule.

Hwy 50 Sidewalk Improvements
Cavanaugh & Associates, P.A. has completed the design of the project and is awaiting the necessary approvals from NCDOT to proceed with advertisement and construction of the project.

PUBLIC FORUM
Tim Hodell, 411 N. Shore Drive, requested that DOT or property owner be contacted about lighting needed at the back entrance to CVS on Hwy 210E for better traffic visibility.

COUNCIL FORUM
Councilman Curley thanked everyone for their service that they gave to the town and being active in the town’s government.

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin thanked all the boards and committees and stated he appreciated them helping the town grow. He stated that he was grateful that we could honor our Fire Department that keep us safe, along with the Police Department that was honored a couple of months ago.

Councilwoman Albury Thanked all the committees for their help in making Surf City a special place to live.

Councilman Fowler stated that it takes all the employees from every department to make Surf City the great place that it is and he is grateful for all of them. He invited everyone to the Fall Festival.

Parks & Recreation Director Grubb stated that the Community Center had 81 kids registered in soccer this first year.

Councilman Helms thanked everyone on the committees and departments for all their hard work.  He stated that Fire Prevention Day had a great turn out and warned everyone of candle fires.

Mayor Guy stated that our citizens are what make our town great.

Police Chief Halstead warned every one of Halloween and trick-or-treating. He asked everyone to please carry a light, wear light colored clothes and please be off the street by 9:00pm. 

Parks & Recreation Director Grubb stated that there are alternates to trick-or-treating; events such as the Fall Festival on the 28th and Surf City Baptist on the 29th in Soundside Park.

MANAGER REPORT
No report at this time.

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT
No report at this time.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Councilman Curley. The Council unanimously approved motion.




______________________________               	  ______________________________
Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                              A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
