
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of the American Shore and Beach Preservation Association on 
The House Appropriations Bill Funding Water Resource Projects 

 
 

ASBPA is disappointed that the House Appropriations Committee was unable to support adequate 

funding for many of the nation’s critical water resources needs.  We know that these are tight fiscal 

times and that the job of allocating funds is extremely difficult.  However, the committee’s bill is as 

lacking in dollars as it is deficient in direction. 

 

In less than two weeks, the 2006 hurricane season begins.  Unfortunately, the House committee has 

missed the opportunity to fund projects that can reduce the loss of life and destruction of property 

caused by severe storms.  America’s coasts are not in a condition to handle the damage to 

communities or the loss of life that these storms bring.  Yet the appropriations measure takes a 

treacherous turn by reducing funding for storm damage reduction projects along America’s coasts by 

a third!   

 

Following the lead of the Administration, the House bill fails to provide funding for well over 100 

projects that were funded by Congress in the current fiscal year.  The bill also proposes to defer or 

suspend construction of projects without providing funding to cover those costs.  Even if this missing 

funding is restored before final passage, it will only result in a reduction in funding for other projects. 

 That in turn will increase taxpayer costs even more. 

 

ASBPA was delighted a year ago when the House appropriations subcommittee that develops the 

Corps funding bill urged a more programmatic approach to implementing the nation’s water 

resources programs.  Yet the initiatives of the House subcommittee, both for FY ’06 and FY ’07, will 

achieve the opposite result.  Despite the subcommittee’s anti-earmark rhetoric, its bill takes a 

project-by-project approach to funding the Corps of Engineers.  Until FY ’06, congressional 

American Shore and Beach Preservation Association    
Dedicated to the Preservation and Sound Development of Shores and Beaches 

www.asbpa.org 

President's Office 

Office of the Mayor, 1100 Caswell Beach 
Road 

Caswell Beach, NC 28465 
E-mail: President@ASBPA.org 

Direct: (910) 200-7867 • Fax: (800) 967-
0816 

Media Advisory 
For more information, 
Contact:  202-775-1796 
or 202-285-1544 



earmarks of most Corps projects were not written into law.  They were advisory.  At the initiative of 

the House subcommittee in FY ’06, the earmarks were written into law.  In addition, severe 

restrictions were placed on the Corps’ ability to move funds from projects where they are not needed 

to projects which need them.  If a project has been idled for any reason, the money appropriated to it 

cannot be moved unless the member of Congress in whose district the project is located approves. 

Since the subcommittee’s rules also say that money once moved out of a project cannot be moved 

back, there is absolutely no incentive for programmatic flexibility.  To compensate for this lack of 

flexibility, the House subcommittee has created a $55 million “Reprogramming Investment Fund,” a 

device that looks very much like the “slush fund” that was the alleged reason for the limitations the 

House subcommittee placed on reprogramming.  No federal agency can do its job with the level of 

congressional micro-management the House subcommittee would impose on the Corps of Engineers. 

 

For the past year, there has been a lack of cooperation between the House and Senate subcommittees 

that are responsible for the Corps of Engineers budget.  The Corps has been whipsawed between the 

rhetoric and commands of the two subcommittees.  Unfortunately, this trend is continued in the bill 

developed by the House subcommittee.  ASBPA urges the two subcommittees to bury the hatchet in 

a place where it can do no more harm. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


