Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting

August 1, 2000

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  Also present for the meeting were Council members Albury, Medlin, Blizzard, Helms, and Luther, the town attorney, town manager, town clerk, finance officer, code enforcement officer, and the police chief.

Reverend Don Horn gave the invocation.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the July 11 meeting were approved by motion of Council member Blizzard, seconded by Council member Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Introduction of New Chamber Executive Director

Mayor Guy introduced Ms. Jan F. Hobbs, the new executive director of The Greater Topsail Area Chamber of Commerce.

Public Hearing-Zoning Ordinance Amendment Yard Spaces and Landscaping in C-2 Commercial District

The public hearing for comments on zoning ordinance amendments to the C-2 general commercial district recommended by the planning board was opened at 7:07 p.m.  No one present wished to comment and the hearing was closed.

C-2 Zoning Ordinance Amendments

The recommended changes to the zoning ordinance, attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference, were adopted by motion of Council member Medlin, seconded by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Roadside Peddling Ordinance

Motion by Mayor pro tem Albury, seconded by Council member Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the ordinance drafted by the town manager that prohibits, with exceptions, roadside peddling within the Town limits. 

Annexation Request-Atlantic Service Group, Inc.

Atlantic Service Group, Inc. has submitted a request for annexation for the purpose of receiving municipal water, and thereby installing a car wash.  Manager Thomas has requested information from the applicant to determine water demands.  Utilities services extension is estimated at $13,000-15,000.  If annexed, the applicant will be required to pay the cost of extending service.  Motion by Council member Helms, seconded by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference fixing September 5, 2000, at 7 p.m. as the date of public hearing on the question of annexation.

Ocean Rescue Contract Request from Surf City Volunteer Fire Department

During its FY 2000-2001 budget workshops, Council discussed, but did not approve, a request from SCVFD to provide ocean rescue service to the Town at an annual fee of $2,500.  No one from the volunteer department was present to address Council.  Motion by Council member Luther to offer SCVFD $1,500 for an ocean rescue contract.  The motion was seconded by Council member Blizzard, and unanimously carried.
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Discussion of Creation of New Zoning Districts

The Town’s zoning ordinance, which was written at a time when the Town’s land use was very different from the current land use, is in need of updating.  Motion by Mayor pro tem Albury to direct the staff and planning board to work together to update the ordinance and create good transition zones.  The motion was seconded by Council member Helms, and unanimously carried.

Advisory Committee Descriptions and Terms of Appointments

The town manager presented basic descriptions, recommended terms, and attendance standards for Council appointed advisory committees.  Motion by Council member Blizzard, seconded by Council member Medlin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations as presented by staff.  A copy of the recommendations is attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.

Consent Agenda Items-Pender East Contract Extension for the current fiscal year, Interlocal Risk Financing Fund Amendment, Bond Account Authorizations designating the mayor and finance officer as Surf City’s representatives, Police Patrol Boat Purchase from Carl Johnson at a cost of $5,300, and Budget Amendment ($5,000) for holiday decorations.

Motion was made by Mayor pro tem Albury, seconded by Council member Helms, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations as presented by staff on all five consent agenda items. 

Certification of Town of Surf City Fire Department Roster

The roster of municipal fire department members was certified by motion of Council member Helms, seconded by Council member Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Littering Signs Update

The state littering law that changed last December increased the maximum littering fine to $1,000 for a first offense.  Motion by Mayor pro tem Albury, seconded by Council member Medlin, and unanimously carried for staff to do what is necessary to update signs and enforce them.

Public Forum

*Inez Bradt addressed Council about litter and current fines.

*John Rich, 288 Atkinson Point Road, asked when sewer would be available to the annexed area.

*Jane Hauser, 2719B S. Shore Drive, asked for an update on the status of the condemned structure at 2717 B S. Shore Drive.

*Larry Steffee, 321 Cedar Avenue, apologized for arriving late, and thanked Council for its affirmative action concerning ocean rescue.

Council Forum

*Council member Blizzard requested that high water signs be placed on Highway 50 during heavy rains.

*Mayor pro tem Albury encouraged completion of the EOC as soon as possible.

*Council member Luther informed Council that as his Boy Scout Eagle Project, Perry Lewis planted sea oats on the oceanfront just south of Neptune Street.  

*Mayor Guy noted citizens’ complaints about cable reception since the cable company has gone digital.   He asked that NCDOT patch the pothole at the Roland Avenue and North New River Drive intersection.
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Manager’s Report

*A South Carolina company, Coastal Science & Engineering, recently completed a shoreline assessment study for Bogue Banks.  Mr. Thomas recommended inviting CSE to make a presentation to Surf City about their work, and invite neighboring town boards and the Pender County commissioners to attend.  It was the consensus of Council to invite CSE to Surf City on Wednesday, August 23 at 7 p.m.

*Mr. Thomas requested a mini-retreat to discuss water/sewer ordinance problems, and to discuss planning issues.  The retreat was scheduled for Friday, September 22 from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  

*Mr. Thomas reminded Council of the upcoming NC League of Municipalities annual conference that will be held in Fayetteville October 15-17. 

*The town’s taxicab ordinance needs to be updated to include all requirements for a taxi service.  The town attorney will review the ordinance and recommend amendments.  

*Results of the ISO inspection will not be known for several months.  Maximum points are not expected for training and turn out at fire calls, and points may be lost because of the weakness of the Town’s water system at the southern end of town.  The Department of Insurance will be taking over the rating program for cities with populations of less than 100,000, and hope to conduct inspections every three to four years.

*Today, the Town discovered a case of what appears to be long-term water theft.  Investigation is on going.

Closed Session-Property Acquisition and Personnel (employee performance)

Council went into closed session at 8:10 p.m. by motion of Council member Helms, seconded by Council member Medlin, and unanimously carried for the purpose of discussing property acquisition and personnel.

Council returned to open session at 9 p.m. by motion of Council member Helms, seconded by Council member Blizzard, and unanimously carried, and the meeting was subsequently adjourned by motion of Council member Helms, seconded by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

__________________
____




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

Town of Surf City-Closed Session

August 1, 2000

The Town needs a 30’ x 30’ lift station site on Little Kinston Road.  The town manager believes that the property, owned by Batts Properties, can be purchased for $2500 or less.  Motion by Mayor pro tem Albury, seconded by Council member Medlin, and unanimously carried to give Mr. Thomas authority to negotiate tap fees or cash up to $2,500 for purchase of the necessary lift station site on Little Kinston Road.

Mr. Thomas has talked with David Ward about lease or purchase of property for use as parking areas.  Mr. Ward will likely consider leasing some property rather than selling it; the lease cost would probably be 10-13% of the property value.  Use of meters or box payment would help offset the cost of developing a parking lot.  It was agreed that paving and marking a parking area would create more parking spaces.  

Mr. Thomas proposed four possible water tank sites.  The site must be at least 100’ x 100’.  The areas proposed are not too congested with homes, nor do they have weak frontal dunes.  The preferred location is a high lot just north of Dot Bland’s house.  The second choice is near Pleasant Cove Subdivision, the third choice is south of Channelband, and the last choice is closer to the center of Town and is surrounded by more homes than the other three sites.   It was the consensus of Council to authorize Mr. Thomas to talk with the Sox family about the purchase of a 100’ x 100’ site for a water tank and landscaping, and to consider selling the lot on South Topsail Drive to help fund purchase of an alternate site.  Mr. Thomas is working to extend the Town’s contract with the company that was low bidder for installation of a new tank. 

Mr. Thomas indicated that at the time he was hired, Council agreed that after three months, it would give him some informal feed-back on his job performance.  Council was very complimentary and pleased with Mr. Thomas’s performance.

There was no other closed session business and Council returned to open session at 9 p.m. by motion of Council member Helms, seconded by Council member Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

________________________




___________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

