Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

October 7, 2003

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, and Finance Clerk Jane Kirk.

Recognition

Mayor Guy recognized Councilman Don Luther for this service for the Town for the past 4 years.  With support of his wife, Jean Luther, who also serves on a Town Advisory Board as the Chair of the Beautification and Appearance Committee, has elected not to run for another term. They are moving off the island and the Town is proud of accomplishments that he has made while serving on Town Council. 

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the September 2, 2003 Regular Council Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the September 15, 2003 5pm, September 16, 2003 1pm, September 16, 2003 5:30pm, September 17, 2003 8am, and September 17, 2003 11am Emergency Meetings were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Recessed Regular Meeting at 7:12 p.m. for purpose of Public Hearing.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:12 p.m. to open the public hearing for public comment on a request by LJM Developers, LLC to rezone property on Pender Ave. formally known as Great Oaks MHP from R-5M to R-5.

Town Planner Todd Rademacher presented the request for the property formerly known as Great Oaks MHP to be rezoned from R-5M to R-5.  The developers are currently developing this property as a new subdivision.  Several months ago the sketch plan for the Cove at Boca Bay was approved.  Part of that approval included that the property be rezoned to allow for the proposed development.  R-5M district only allows for campgrounds and mobile home parks and would not permit single-family homes or duplexes, which is the intent of the builders.  This rezoning would eliminate mobile homes as an allowed use on this piece of property.  The request does not include the individually owned pieces of land also located on this property. A rezoning of this property to R-5 would allow for all uses permitted in this zoning district today and in the future.   The Planning Board recommends approval of the map amendment.

There were no citizens to speak for or against this rezoning request.

Public hearing was closed at 7:14.
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Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve recommendation and seconded by Councilman Medlin.  Council unanimously approved the motion.

Resolution Approving Financing Terms

Manager Moore presented a Resolution for approving financing terms with BB&T.  The current financing negotiated in 2001 for the amount of $350,000 at 8% interest.  The payments were set for 14 years (13 at $42,453.90 and 1 at $42,453.88) with a total cost of $594,354.58 and would  be paid off on 9/27/2015.

With the balanced owned of $319,935.90 BB&T came up with the best interest of 4.40%.  The new payment would be set for 10 years (18 semi-annual at $20,919.09 and 1 at $17,784.41) with a total cost of $394,328.03 being paid off 03/04/2013.

This would save the town $115,118.75 in interest by refinancing and the loan would be paid off 2 ½ years earlier.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms to approve the BB&T financing terms on the property.  A copy of the Resolution R-03-10-01 is attached to these minutes. 

Fireman’s Relief Fund Board Appointment

Councilman Helms moved to re-appoint William Feige as a trustee of the Local Firemen’s Relief Fund for two-year term.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Tax Releases

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to Clerical errors.  Motion was made by Councilman Helms and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the releases. Council unanimously approved the motion. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.

Bid Award for 2002-2003 Water System Improvements, Contract 2

Bids for construction of water system improvements on Island down South Shore Drive were opened at 2:00 p.m. on September 30 2003 by J. Ray Cox, W.K. Dickson and Co., Inc. Four bids were received and they ranged form $495,148.49 to $1,094,773.00.  The low bid is from J.W. Cook and Son.  J.W. Cook and Son withdrew bid due to errors, W.K. Dickson & Co., Inc. recommend allowing the withdraw request because of the substantial errors and they believed they were not down on purpose and the Town would not get desired results from J.W. Cook and son bid. W.K. Dickson recommended awarding the bid to the next lowest bidder Utilities Plus in amount of $767,611.90.  Contractor should start moving on project in 2 to 3 weeks with project expiring well before Memorial Day with penalties if not completed to schedule.
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Mayor Guy commented this would improve water pressure and fire department water needs down South Shore Drive and should be sufficient size to meet water demands for the next twenty years as recommended by the water system study.

Ray Cox commented that they checked 8 references with similar jobs and 3 other letter references.  W.K. Dickson has not found a history of change orders or complaints about this contractor.

Motion was made by Councilman Helms, second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to award bid to Utilities Plus in amount of $767,611.90.  Council unanimously approved this motion.

Wastewater Treatment System Needs from Cavanaugh

Bryan Odom of Cavanaugh and Associates presented Council with engineering evaluations as to the manner in which the existing wastewater collection and treatment system may be optimized to effectively serve the Town’s needs through 2023. The report was to also evaluate the potential to provide wastewater alternatives to adjoining municipalities. 

Our current wastewater system is designed for 600,000 gallons per day and utilizes 88.4 acres for spray irrigation fields.  To increase the flow to 2 million gallons per day we will need to increase acres to 392. To increase the flow to 2.75 million gallons per day we need to increase land acres to 571. 

Recommends treatment system to spray on hardwoods instead of Bermuda grasses. Revenue opportunity would come by tree harvesting in approximately 10 to 15 years.

Recommends that Surf City pursue funding to make improvements on existing main pump station for the island immediately. The Town can pursue a $400,000 Supplemental Grant from the Rural Center. 

Town has an opportunity for a little less than $400,000, in grant funding to work on this project.

Recommended breaking project into phases and apply for grants.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve for Phase I of updating main pumps immediately, seconded by Councilman Medlin.  Council unanimously approved motion.  

Phase II would need more discussion by Council. Would recommend Cavanaugh come back for a workshop and go over in detail before proceeding.  Would like Council to schedule a workshop in early November.  
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Designation of Voting Delegate and Voting Alternate for NCLM Conference

Upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Councilman Medlin, Mayor Guy was unanimously designated as the voting delegate for the upcoming League conference and Mayor Pro Tem Albury was designated as the alternate voting delegate.

Citizen Participation Plan – Land Use Plan
The Citizen Participation Plan has been prepared by our consultants with input and recommendations from the Planning Board and Town Staff. This plan is designed to provide residents and property owners of Surf City with a range of opportunities to participate in the actual revisions and updates to the current Land Use Plan. Motion was made by Councilman 

Helms and seconded by Councilman Medlin to approve the schedule.  Council unanimously approved the motion.  A copy of the Citizen Participation Plan for Land Use Plan Phase II is attached to these minutes.

Ocean Side House Numbers

Staff recommended house numbers a minimum of 4” to a maximum of 7” reflective numbers to be placed on the right side 4x4 of each staircase.  If a staircase is not present, placement of the house number should be on the right corner of structure closest to beach (house, porch, deck). 

Fire Chief Rivenbark stated the fire department had two calls yesterday regarding water rescue and people didn’t know where they were on the beach.  

Johnnie James stated the call came over the radio as 700 block of S. Shore Drive but was rerouted by public works to 1000 block of S. Shore Drive. 

Police Chief Halstead stated for roadside numbers the 7” numbers are fine but for the Ocean side 4” numbers would work. 

Fire Chief Rivenbark recommended the type of sign that has a green aluminum background with white reflective letters that can be picked up at any hardware store. 

Police Chief Halstead requested that the residence be allowed more than 30 days because some homeowners are not here during this season. 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve the green background signs with white reflective letters so that all the numbers would be in unison and allow them until Memorial Day to get them put in place.  

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated notice should be put on water bill, Police Chief Halstead said the Police and Fire Department will work together to place door hangers on the ocean front houses, and Manager Moore stated the owners will be sent a letter and information will be put on the website. 
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Public Forum

Jean Luther, 108 Seagull Ct., commented on website, a lot of connections, a great site and highly recommended everyone to go online and look at it.  Questioned when the work at the park would be completed and the Bocee Ball and Horse Shoe pits be constructed.

Manager Moore stated that these areas games would be the last item put into the park, that the bathrooms, fishing pier, and landscaping need to be finished. 

Agnes Johnston, 7069 7th Street, commented there are now picnic tables were the games were planned to be and questioned on if they will stay there. 

Manager Moore stated that the picnic tables are not permanently placed that they have just been placed to utilize space until all construction is completed. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury requested Manager Moore to look into adding water fountains in the park.

Dave Keefer, 103 S. Shore Drive, stated what a wonderful job Jones Onslow did through Hurricane Isabel to ensure power would stay on and recommended a plaque or letter of appreciation address to them.

Inez Bradt, 208 Doe Ridge Rd., Hampstead, stated in past years when the power company had problems with keeping power on.  She suggested the salt air had messed up the glass insulators and with her suggestion they replaced the insulators and they had not had as many problems. 

Council Forum
Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming and he appreciated their attendance and input. Thanked staff and employees for their terrific job and hard work.  Welcomed Councilman Luther back and stated he was glad to see him.
Councilman Medlin thanked staff for their fantastic job of being prepared and stated the Town was better prepared this year since anytime he could remember.  Staff has done a real good job and thinks the resident will be happy with all the improvements that are being made.  Good to have Councilman Luther and Mrs. Luther back and thanks to each and every one of you for attending. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated it was good to have Councilman Luther back, and thanked the staff for their hard work.  Invited everyone to the Campaign dinner on the 25th at the Fire Department and encouraged everyone to come out to the polls and vote on November 4th.

Councilman Luther stated there was to be a candidate forum at the Senior Center on Thursday.  Thanked everyone for being so kind and mentioned the article about cancer he had written in the Topsail Advertiser.  Stated it had been fun and has great respect for the Council and truly feels we have a great town. 
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Councilman Helms Welcomed Councilman Luther back and it was great to see things turned out great for him.  Wanted to thank staff and recognize Bob Nolley who stayed with the manager the day of Hurricane Isabel and helped with paperwork and answering phone calls.  Mr. Nolley had received damage at his Richmond Virginia home and had just received power back a week ago.  Hopes folks will be proud looking back 20 years from now of the improvements this Council was doing. He knows the people on the south end will be much happier with the water system improvements.  

Received a letter form Swan Quarter Fire Department that they had lost every piece of equipment during Hurricane Isabel and would like to recommend the Council donate the old ladder truck to their department. Council unanimously agreed to put request on the agenda for their November meeting.

Recommended Council to go on record with a Resolution to protest residence paying EMS tax and then being billed per ambulance ride by Pender EMS.  He was taken to New Hanover Hospital and was charged $530.00 for the ride.

Finance Director Jane Kirk said as of July 1 Pender East has contracted with the County and Surf City EMS has contracted with Pender East.  Surf City EMS runs only Monday – Thursday 6 p.m. – 6 a.m. and Friday 6p.m. – Monday 6 a.m. each week with four teams. All daytime runs are being handled by Pender East. 

Councilman Helms feels if the Town doesn’t object then we are not looking out for our residence.  Motion was made by Councilman Helms and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to allow the Manager to draft a Resolution opposing charges. 

Mayor Guy 
· Thanked every one for coming tonight and giving input.

· Pender County Mobile Health Clinic will be at Autumn of Topsail on Oct. 18 and 19 and at the Surf City Town Hall on October 29th from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.  The cost for flu shot will be $10.00 and pneumonia shot is $16.00.
· Read note received from the family of K.E. Howard thanking Town for flowers.

· Invited everyone to attend November 1st for BBQ and BBQ chicken dinner and thanked everyone for allowing him to serve for them.
Councilman Helms invited everyone on the Saturday October 25th at 7:00 p.m. to join himself, Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and Buddy Fowler for dinner at the Fire Department.

Manager Reports

· Thanked everyone for their prayers and support for his wife and son.
· Mayor/Manager Onslow County meeting will be held on October 22nd hosted by Surf City at the Mainsail Restaurant at 6:30 p.m., for Council to let the Clerk know if the would like to attend.
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· October 23rd at 6:30 p.m., Volunteer dinner being held at the Town of Surf City Fire Dept.

· Council to consider Land Use Plan Phase I, and if no objections to move ahead with Phase II. 

· Council to hold another workshop with Penny Tysinger to work on redrafting the Zoning Ordinance.

Mayor announced there was a fire call and Councilman Helms left meeting at 8:15 p.m.

Town Attorney Report

No Town Attorney Report. 

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Medlin. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

