Surf City Town Council Meeting

Minutes

March 27, 2001

Mayor Guy called the special meeting to order at 5:06 p.m., and gave the invocation.   Also present for the meeting were Council members Albury, Medlin, Blizzard, Helms, and Luther, the town manager, the town clerk, the chief of police, and police captain.

Driving on the Beach

Joe Paliotti expressed concern over folks driving too high on the dunes to avoid high tides, and damaging the berm.  He asked the number of beach vehicle permits issued by the Town.  He believed that with the number of public accesses in Surf City, beach vehicle permits were unnecessary.  Bob Nolley, 712 S. Shore Drive, agreed that sometimes the vehicles are driven as high as possible on the dunes.  In response to direction from the town manager, Chief Halstead indicated that police officers had patrolled the beach at least once daily, saw no one without a permit to drive on the beach, and saw no one driving closer than two to three feet from the berm.    There was discussion about limiting driving on the beach to certain areas of the beach.  Councilman Luther pointed out that the Town encouraged property owners to purchase beach grass, and the Town is working fervently for beach nourishment, and made a motion to not allow driving on the beach when the current permits expire on May 15, 2001.  There was no second to the motion.  The town manager will gather additional information, and place the item on next week’s Council meeting agenda.

Police Civilian Academy

Risk Management estimated that general liability coverage will be $100 per volunteer per year.  Volunteers are automatically excluded from workers’ compensation unless Council takes affirmative action to include them.  Chief Halstead advised that the priority of the program is community policing.  Civilian auxiliary will be limited to five members. Chief Halstead, Captain Shanahan, Sgt. Johnson, and two auxiliary officers will serve as instructors for the academy.  Only one class will be offered each year.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the programs for a period of one year, and see how it goes.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Water and Sewer Late Charges

The Town has now had three months experience with late charges, and some effectiveness has been seen.  There is about a 50/50 split between about six large accounts (trailer parks and motels) and individual accounts.  January’s late charges were $2,897.10.  The Town has been exploring the bank draft payment option, but has not yet found one that was cost-effective.  Councilman Medlin said that the message stamped on the bills concerning the 10% late penalty indicates that the bill must be paid before the due date instead of saying that the bill becomes delinquent if not paid before the next month’s bill is issued.  It was the consensus of Council to leave the ordinance as it is.

Closed Session-Property Acquisition

Council went into closed session at 5:35 p.m. by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried, to discuss property acquisition.  Council returned to open session at 6:00 p.m.
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Manager’s Report

*Mr. Thomas informed Council that the latest census for Surf City is 1,393, a 15% increase over the State estimate.

*Pender County Commissioners adopted a resolution supporting Surf City’s additional accommodations tax request.  Mayor Guy advised that the Topsail Island Board of Realtors voted today to support the accommodations tax request, also.

*The Town received notice from NCLM about a significant increase in health insurance premiums that are proposed for the next fiscal year.  Mr. Thomas contacted a firm to investigate the Town’s insurance policy and determine whether the Town’s current insurance is the best plan.

*A drainage issue has recently arisen.   The Yows are proposing to stop up a drain that handles runoff from Roland Avenue, and that goes in front of Batts Grill, and behind the Yow building to the sound.  If the outlet to the sound is lost, the $18,000 drainage project proposed at Hardee’s would be adversely affected.  Mr. Thomas has been working to solve the drainage issue.  An alternate outlet meets with CAMA’s satisfication. The Yows are acceptable to granting an easement, but it is still uncertain what Water Quality will accept.  DOT is arranging a meeting with Water Quality this week.  Mayor Guy recommended that the Christophers (who own Surf City Shopping Center) should be made aware of the potential problem.

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury’s brother had a severe heart attack and is in critical condition.

*In response to Mayor Pro Tem Albury’s question about the roadwork on the causeway, Mr. Thomas advised that work is to begin by April 1, with completion by Memorial Day.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. by motion of Councilman Luther, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

______________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Mr. Thomas informed Council that the Town is in the “home stretch” with negotiations for the Black property.  The Blacks have requested three changes: 1) that either party can assign rights under the contract to someone else.  Both the town manager and town attorney saw no problem with this change;  2) that the Town will make its best efforts to qualify the financial obligations of the contract as a tax exempt obligation.  Mr. Thomas suggested that this was also ok as long as the basic terms of the contract were unchanged, and it had LGC approval; and 3) that, in the end, the Town assume responsibility for removing any reluctant tenants that remain on the property after September 30.  After a lengthy discussion, motion was made by Councilman Helms to require the Blacks to serve some type of legal notice (that meets with the town attorney’s approval) to their tenants giving a September 10 deadline for removal of the mobile homes, and incorporating language that the betterments and improvements to the property (docks, shelters, etc.) are to remain on the property.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.  

Council returned to open session at 6:00 p.m. by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

______________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

