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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 7, 2005
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold. 

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Awards for June 2005.  Home of the Month for June 2005 owned by Vernon Dew is located at 114 Bland Drive. Business of the Month for June 2005 is Fuss and Fairley located at 114 N. Topsail Drive.

Mayor Guy read letter sent by Mrs. Kate Fairley regarding her appreciation for Business of the month.  Copy of letter is attached to these minutes. 

Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the May 3, 2005 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Minutes of the May 28, 2005 Budget Workshop were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:10 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on satellite annexation of 39.125 acres located at Hwy 210 and Atkinson Loop Road.

Barbara Morrow, 1217 N. Topsail Drive, stated that she would like to voice her opposition to the annexation request. These 39 acres is really only about 10% of the acreage that Mr. Dilsheimer is buying in that area, he is purchasing about 250 acres to turn into a housing subdivision.  The 39 acres is being requested pending 10% satellite cap exemption to be passed in the Legislature.  She stated that she was concerned about that large tract of land, that it has a lot of wetlands and the headwaters of Becky’s Creek originating through it.

Mr. Dilsheimer is the owner of a large corporation in Philadelphia with housing in Philadelphia and New Jersey.  She stated she didn’t know if they are really prepared or equipped to preserve the fragile ego system that we have here on the coast.

She feels that the Council would be prudent to look at comprehensive site plan and see what kind of housing is going to be there, what impact it has on the wetlands, and it will encroach on Becky’s Creek and then pollute our fragile waters here in the sound.

She stated that she know the Council is working diligently to work on the water supply shortage and actively pursuing different wells and different solutions. With additional wells not being online right now, holding tanks that have not been erected and a Waste Water Treatment facilities has not been constructed, she feels that making a commitment for the 350 acres housing development is a serious obligation on Council’s part.  She feels these solutions should be in place, to have the wells online; making sure they are going to function as they’re supposed to before making that kind of commitment to supply water to that magnitude of development.  Last summer we had a well that was tapped but with too much iron to be a good water source.  She feels that the town needs to address these issues to make sure you are able to supply water to a project like this.

Manager Moore stated that it is a 30-acre tract, and all the plans will be coming forward in the future after the property has been annexed.  The reason they asked for annexation first is because there are different design standards if within the corporate limits of Surf City and for outside the corporate limits. 

Councilman Curley stated that it is advantages to the town to incorporate these properties if in fact we want to control it environmentally to make sure it is developed correctly instead of another governmental agency.  When someone is going to develop he feels it would be better for them to work with the Town’s Planning Board and Planner instead of another governmental agency.

Tom Miler, 401 City Ave, Bala Cynwyd, Pennsylvania, Dilsheimer Communities, stated that this is a voluntary annexation and they have recognized that the Town does not have a commitment to provide water and sewer to the subdivision at this time. 

Barbara Morrow stated that she felt that annexations are inedible but she felt that it should be done in a lump sum, if you annex these 39 acres then that’s a foot in the door, then the Town is obligating itself to annex the rest of the property without seeing a site plan. Like Mr. Curley stated, yes, it is in our best interest to develop and to control it but when you annex 39 acres without knowing what you’re getting into for the rest of it.  That gives them, developer, an advantage over the town and she feels that the Town needs to be sure that they have the water to supply them.

She stated that from someone on this side of the bridge, she doesn’t want to see her rates go up farther and have water shortage and conservation because then have existing water is being adverted to the other side of the bridge.

Manager Moore stated that the Council is diligently working toward water and sewer for the next 20 years and that plans are being fully implemented.  The Town is working on well #4 at this time, doing a 24-hour test on it now and it is looking excellent and will be online by mid summer.  Well #4 is under a 24-hour test, which is looking excellent.  Well should be online by mid summer.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that if he comes before the Council to possibly annex something else, the Planner knows about what is going in there and he will investigate everything before recommending site approval.

Manager Moore stated that for them to create designs to meet the county’s standards then there would be the expense of redesigning them to meet the Town’s standards.  So that’s why they are asking for the annexation first so they will know exactly what regulations they need to follow to submit their designs. 

Councilmen Medlin stated that one reason to annex is so they can get municipal sewer so the sewer will be treated around those fragile waters so they don’t fill the area with septic tanks and maybe have problems with them running into Becky’s Creek.  He asked Ms. Morrow if she felt the septic tank systems were better than the treatment system.

Barbara Morrow stated that no, she felt that the septic system wasn’t safe that it need to be developed. 

Public Hearing was closed at 7:20 P.M.

Councilman Helms made a motion to approve the satellite annexation of the 39.125 acres located at Hwy 210 and Atkinson Loop Road and also send property to the Planning Board for a zoning recommendation. Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Public Hearing 

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:21 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on the 2005-2006 Budget.

Manager Moore stated, “I am pleased to present the recommended budget for fiscal year 2005-2006.  The proposal before you keeps the Ad Valorem tax rate of thirty-five (.35) cents per 100 dollars of valuation.  The tax rate is recommended to remain the same in this proposed budget as was in the previous year.  The budget was prepared in accordance with NCGS 159.7, the North Carolina Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act.  All funds within the proposed budgets for the General Fund, Accommodations Tax Fund, and Enterprise Fund are balanced, and all revenues and expenditures are identified for the fiscal year 2005-2006.  This recommended budget continues the aggressive projects Council has established.

The total budget for 2005-2006 is $6,140,405.  The General Fund amount recommended is $3,893,069.  The Accommodations Tax is recommended at $459,000.  The Enterprise Fund recommended totals $1,788,336.

General Fund:  The total amount recommended in the general fund amounts to $3,893,069 or a 10% increase over last year's budget.  This proposal reflects the addition of two new employees in the General Fund bringing the total number of employees in the General Fund to 32 ½.  The two employees recommended are in the Police Department.  This proposal also continues our vehicle replacement program for the Police Department, which calls for the replacement of two vehicles this year.  The Fire Department requested the replacement of their oldest pumper, which is a 1984 model.  I have included this request because of the age/hours on the pumper and as our town continues to grow I feel we must provide the necessary equipment to ensure the safety of all citizens.  The major areas of increase reflected in the General Fund would be for capital items such as the New Community Center, New Police Department, New Pumper, GIS/GPS system, and Land payment at Soundside Park.

            Projects completed during the 2004-2005 fiscal year in the General Fund would be:  Completion of phase III of the bike paths.  Council has now completed their program of providing bike paths or sidewalks from the North Topsail Town Limit to the Topsail Beach Town Limit, completed the public restrooms at the Pier at Soundside Park as well as another section of the Boardwalk, and repaved 4th street and Pender Avenue.

            Enterprise Fund:  The total amount proposed in the Enterprise Fund amounts to $1,788,336.  There are no new employees requested in this proposed budget so the total number of employees in this fund totals 7.  This is an area that Council has put much focus on over the past several years and this year you will finally see some of the hard work put into action.  The two new elevated tanks are under contract and we should see them rising from the ground as the summer progresses.  The new water and sewer lines on Highway 210 are well underway with design and permitting. Contracts should be awarded in the near future. The new mainland forcemain design is nearing completion and we should see construction started on this project by late summer.  Well #4 is currently being developed and we should have the benefits of the additional water by mid summer.  Well #5 is in early preparations and we should start developing this well by mid summer.  The new Water Treatment Plant is under design and we are hopeful that we will begin construction by early winter.  The design for the new Wastewater Treatment Plant is progressing and we are also hopeful that we will see construction beginning sometime in the spring of 2006.  The purchase of additional land for the spray irrigation system is in the final stages.  Hopefully Council will be in position to sign option for the land very shortly.  Once the land has been purchased then we will be able to complete our 201 plan and all areas pertaining to the wastewater will be in order for us to proceed.  All the above items have taken many hours of study by this board and I am pleased that you took the necessary time to plan.   Now all of Surf City will see the benefits of your planning by the plan becoming real.  As a manager, it is very rewarding when all the years of planning are done and an elected body then moves forward to make these plans become a reality.  It will be so beneficial to all citizens of Surf City for many, many years to come.

            I hope all can see that this Council has taken the "bull by the horns" and is aggressively working for Surf City.  Your continuing service to our community has helped keep Surf City a desirable place for families to live and visit.

            I would like to thank all Town employees for the dedicated work that they do for all of us.  I would especially like to thank Jason Lingle for his knowledge and magic that keeps all the technology moving forward for the town.  As always I especially need to thank our Finance Director Jane Kirk.  We all know that without the knowledge she possess about our finances our jobs would be twice as difficult to accomplish all these projects.  Finally I would like to thank each of you, the elected officials.  Without your dedicated leadership and giving of your time Surf City certainly would not be the wonderful place it is today and in the future.”

Douglas Carter, 3074 3rd Street, stated that he was hoping with no tax increase that the Town was putting money away for large projects coming aboard. He stated that we need to be looking into the future. He stated that the Council were adding a couple of new employees this year, and in his observation he feels that the Police Department is well staffed but that the streets and facilities is where we are need to put our money. With all the development here our streets are being beat to death.  They are digging it up as soon as they’re pouring the asphalt.  Our employees as far as street division is kind of slack.  

Mayor Guy stated that the Town has a good relationship with NCDOT, for the State roads that run through town The Town has two districts, Louis Sewell for Onslow County and Lanny Wilson in Pender.  The Town has gotten approved for $500,000 to pave from the light in Surf City through to “s” curve and hopefully the rest the following year.  The Council is also working with Louis Sewell to pave on the North end of Town. The town is putting money aside to take care of our town streets and pave some each year.

Douglas Carter stated that there are potholes on the side roads and the employees need packing equipment to patch the potholes.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:40 P.M. 

No action will be taken tonight and next Public Hearing is set for June 9, 2005 at 12:00 p.m. 

James E. Carter Resolution

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to approve the James E. Carter Resolution. Councilman Medlin seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  

Mayor Guy presented the family of James E. Carter with a Proclamation for Mr. James E. Carter, former employee of the Town of Surf City Police Department.

Resolution Directing the Clerk to investigate a petition for Contiguous Annexation and set a Public Hearing 1.5 acres and .7 acres Afify.

Manager Moore stated that a petition for contiguous annexation of property located on Hwy 210 and Belt Road was received from Henry and Richard Sullivan and Anita Afify on May 23, 2005. 

Councilman Helms made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for Contiguous Annexation and to set a Public Hearing date of July 5, 2005.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.

Reappointment of Advisory Board Members

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to approve the following re-appointments to Advisory Boards. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  

Hurricane re-entry: A.D. Register, Bob Nolley, Tommy Oliver.

Economic Development: Mike Hendricks, David Ward, Hiram Williams, Doug Mewborn, Chris Rackley. 

Special Events: Pastor Tom Greener, Patrice Parker.

Recreation Committee: Harry Creutzmann, Mickie Tucker, Mike Hendrick, Peggy Bailey, Walt Turner. 

Request for reduction of speed limit at NC 50/210 and Atkinson Point Road area.

Manager Moore recommended directing the Police to gather information on the area for the Council to look at the next town meeting.

Tax Releases

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to Clerical errors.  

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve the tax releases. Motion was second by Councilman Medlin and unanimously approved. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.

Property Tax Collection Rate

Tax Collector Jane Kirk reported a collection rate of 99.5% for 2004 property taxes.

Auditors Contract

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve Auditor’s Contract. Motion was second by Councilman Fowler and unanimously approved. 

Resolution Intent to annex property owned by Town of Surf City-Water Treatment Plant Hwy 210

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve the Resolution for intent to annex property owned by Town of Surf City and to set a public hearing for July 5, 2005. Motion was second by Councilman Fowler and unanimously approved. 

Resolution Intent to annex property owned by Town of Surf City – Community Center J.H. Batts Rd.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve the Resolution for intent to annex property owned by Town of Surf City and to set a public hearing for July 5, 2005. Motion was second by Councilman Medlin and unanimously approved. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.

Finistar Investments

Finance Director Jane Kirk introduced Melissa Marshal, who is the Local Government Account Representative for Finistar.  Finance Director Kirk requested the Council approve the Resolution authorizing the Finance Officer to deposit funds of the Town of Surf City in a custodial account at Fiscal Agent for disbursement and deposit in NC Financial institutions.   

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve Auditor’s Contract. Motion was second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously approved.

Update Report on Wastewater System – Cavanaugh & Assoc. Gus Simmons

· WWTP- design 35% complete.

· Mainland Pump Station – near completion of negotiations.  Have completed preliminary environmental assessment and very usable piece of property.

· Parallel Force Main – plans and specifications were submitted to the State on June 1, 2005.

· Hwy 210 Force Main – 98% complete, should have pre-bid meeting with contractors before the end of June. 

Update Report on Water System – W.K. Dickson & Assoc. Dan Dawson

· Well #4 - turn out to be good well site. 

· Well #5 approved by State so as soon as road for tower is constructed, can get started.

Oyster Point Town Homes– Site Plan – Keith Andrews 

Planner Rademacher stated that Mr. Andrews is seeking the approval for the development of an additional 17 town homes on a 1.698 acres site located off of North New River Drive.  This property is zoned MU and does permit this type of development.  Mr. Andrews has already constructed 6-units under the minor review process on this site.  All access shall be provided through a single driveway that will enter off of North New River Drive.  This driveway along with the sidewalks will need to be permitted by NCDOT.

A water and sewer plan has been submitted to staff showing connections to each unit as required.  Staff also required that the developer loop the water lines from North New river to North Topsail Drive. A Major CAMA permit will need to be obtained for this site because of the size of the area to be disturbed within a V-flood zone. State permits for storm water and sedimentation/erosion control have already been approved with permits for water and sewer extensions still needing to be submitted to the state.

The Planning Board recommends approval of the site plan with the recommendation that the pool be moved further back along the boardwalk for pedestrian safety as well as better fire access.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve the Oyster Point Town Homes site plan. Councilman Helms seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously.

Public Forum

Allan Libby, President of Great Topsail Area Chamber of Commerce, stated that many sponsors and organization support the Surf and Turf Triathlon, but without the Town of Surf City this event could not have been pulled off. He stated that he would like to at least thank the Public Works Department, Police Department, and the Fire Department for the fine job they did helping put this event on.  The staff not only gives professional service but gracious service as well.  Respectfully, on behalf of the Chamber he would like to enter their thanks into the record not just on behalf of the Triathlon but for the support the Town gives the Chamber. 

Council Forum 

Councilman Curley   thanked all for being here and wished them a happy 4th of July. Manager Moore will be putting together letters for the Council to sign supporting the water resources bill.

Councilman Medlin thank all for coming. He stated that a he feels annexation is best for the area because there is an oversight to what is being done.  The facilities will be furnished to them so that it will be kept environmentally safe.  The Planning Board is a great watchdog to keep an eye on these things. The area will develop a lot more, and if it is under Surf City it has the facilities and ordinances on hand to control.  He thanked the Planning Board for all their work and heavy workload.   

Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked the Planning Board for the marvelous job; they put in a lot of hours looking into thing before it gets to Council. She thanked all for coming and their input is what the Council wants to hear so they know how to plan for next 10 years.

Councilman Fowler stated that he has dealt with many budgets and this is one of the good and comprehensive budgets. It was presented in an excellent fashion to the Council and he would like to thank Manager Moore and staff.  He stated that he appreciated all the comments made by the public concerning on the work the Council is trying to do for the Town.  Their comments are needed and they make a difference because the Council wants to know what and how the public feels. He stated that he has received praises regarding the parks for the opportunity that kids have to get out and play.  He stated that he appreciates all the advisory members with all their work. 

Councilman Helms thanked all that came and that he would like to thank the Planning Board.  He stated that he hoped everyone enjoyed the Sunfest by the Kiwanis. He stated that the Town has a very good asset with the playground equipment at the park for kids to play.  He requested that everyone drop the Police Chief a post card to show their support that recently while having surgery there were problems.
Mayor Guy   read a letter sent to the Council by Mrs. Joyce Blizzard and Dexter Blizzard regarding their appreciation for the recognition of Mrs. Daphna Blizzard. Copy of letter is attached to these minutes.

June 9, 2005 12:00 Budget Meeting

June 9, 2005 7:00 pm Four Town Meeting at North Topsail Beach

June 14, 2005 Flag Day at the Town of Surf City Fire Department

Town Attorney Report

No Reports

Manager Reports

Manager Moore stated that he wanted to thank the Council for giving him the opportunity for two first that they have allowed him to do this year: one to wear an evening dress in public (Relay for Life Womanless Beauty Pageant) and that he has become a master juggler and as long as we can keep the balls traveling then all the projects will be completed on target and on time. 

Mayor Guy stated that the Council is proud of fine job Manager Moore has done, always making Surf City first.

Closed Session 8:27 p.m.

In compliance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) – personnel issue, and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5) – acquisition of real property upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second of Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried. 

Regular meeting reconvened at 8:45pm.

Manager Salary

Motion was made by Councilman Helms to approve the Manager’s salary at $77,000 effective July 1, 2005. Motion was second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously approved. 

Acquisition of Spray Irrigation Land

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the signing of agreement for acquisition of spray irrigation land. Motion was second by Councilman Medlin and unanimously approved.
Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 p.m. upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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