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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

March 2, 2010
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Guy gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Medlin, Councilwoman Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.
Proclamation

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Medlin and seconded by Councilwoman Albury to approve the Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week Resolution.
BEAUTIFICATION & APPEARANCE RECOGNITION
Mayor Guy presented the Proclamations for the Home of the Month for March to William Uribe for his property located at 7106 7th Street and the Business of the Month for March to Pender Volunteer EMS at 2035 NC Hwy 210E.
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the February 2, 2010 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.
Minutes of the February 11, 2010 Reconvened Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Minutes of the February 25, 2010 Reconvened Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Resolution directing the Clerk to investigate a petition for voluntary annexation and set public hearing – 18 Acres off Highway 210E – Sullivan MFC Property 
Councilwoman Albury made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for satellite annexation, to set a Public Hearing date for January 5, 2010 and send the request to the Planning Board for zoning recommendation.  Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.
Tax Lien Advertisement Date/Balanced Owned
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve the tax lien advertisement date for May 6, 2009. Councilman Helms seconded motion and was carried unanimously.

Tax Releases

Finance Director Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to clerical errors.  

Councilwoman Albury made the motion to approve the tax releases. Motion was second by Councilman Fowler and unanimously approved. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.
CVS SITE PLAN
Town Planner Rademacher stated that the applicants are seeking approval of 13225 square foot CVS Pharmacy.  The property is zoned C-3 commercial and does allow for this type of retail use to be constructed.  The property is adjacent to other C-3 properties and is located at the intersection of highway 50 and 210 across the street from Gateway Plaza commercial center.  The project area consists of 1.52 acres of uplands with no wetlands on the site.  The parking requirements meet the requirements of the ordinance in regard to size and drive isles. A lighting plan has been submitted and is also in compliance with the Town codes.  The site will eventually be part of a larger commercial development that will come before the Town at a later date.  The NCDOT has reviewed the overall site for driveway/access permits and this design can be seen on the site plan showing the pharmacy will be accesses through the main shopping retail access.  No direct access from the highway will be permitted for the pharmacy site.  Storm water will require a state approval which is currently being reviewed for approval.  Sidewalks are in compliance with the ordinance with the sidewalks being placed behind the ditch line or buffered from the streets by curbing as required by NCDOT.

Landscaping design is now in compliance with the ordinance after changes have been made at the request of staff and the planning board to add street trees along highways 50 and 210.  

Signage is shown on this plan but must be permitted separately by the business.

The planning board recommends approval of this site plan provided the trees are added as required by the ordinance.

Councilman Helms made the motioned to approve CVS site plan.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Medlin, and unanimously carried.  

KAREN BEASLEY TURTLE HOSPITAL

Town Planner Rademacher stated that the applicants are seeking approval of 13625 square foot Turtle Hospital.  The property is zoned RA Rural Agricultural and does allow for this type of use to be constructed.  The project is expected to be a Turtle rehabilitation center and educational facility for visitors to enjoy.  The property is adjacent to the existing Surf City Community Center.  The project area consists of 3.99 acres with a mix of uplands and wetland on the site.  The wetlands areas have been determined and a fill permit for parking areas and a portion of the driveway have been applied for.  The parking requirements meet the requirements of the ordinance and landscaping has been designed to meet the codes. A lighting plan has been submitted and is also in compliance with the Town codes. Sidewalks and driveway design have been shown and with main entrances leading to a new road to be named Tortuga Lane.  This road will lead out to highway 50/210.  Connectivity and access will also be available through Community Center Drive.  A storm water plan has been submitted with all water on the site being sent to an underground system that will help to feed the pond at the community center.  The storm water plan will need to receive approval from the state prior to construction.  Water and Sewer is also to be provided down the new roads system and will need to be reviewed by the Town prior to construction taking place.

The Planning Board recommends approval of this site plan as it meets the requirements of the ordinance.
Jean Beasley, Karen Beasley Turtle Hospital, stated that she wanted to thank Gus Simmons, Cavanaugh and Associates, and Tim Marechal, Baldwin Construction.  She will be glad to have more room to be more visitor, handicap, educational, and turtle friendly.
Councilwoman Albury made the motioned to approve the Turtle Hospital site plan.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Medlin, and unanimously carried.  
House Moving Request
Manager Moore stated that Tim Thomas has requested permission to move a house from 772 Driftwood Drive. 
Councilman Helms made the motioned to approve the moving of the house.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fowler, and unanimously carried.  
Engineers Project Updates, Gus Simmons
Mainland Pump Station
State Utility Contractors, Inc. (SUC) has continued transmitting submittals and requests for information (RFI’s) to C&A for review and processing. SUC has also been compiling preconstruction schedules and other information required to commence construction. During the month of February, C&A facilitated a Pre-Construction Conference at the Town hall, attended by C&A staff, a number of representatives of the Town, and a number of representatives of SUC. SUC is prepared to mobilize and begin construction as soon as the Town is able to contract with them, which is now anticipated to occur in early April 2010, based on the review of the enterprises by the Local Government Commission.

The project continues to experience delays in commencing based on review of the enterprise fund financial performance. The Town is unable to move forward with the project until approval is given by the Local Government Commission.

Over the next 30 days, C&A will work with the Town and SUC to review submittals and process the preconstruction documentation.

Surf City Wastewater Treatment Facilities
Juniper Swamp Forcemain & Infiltration Basin: The Contractor will be required to remobilize to the site to complete the corrections and warranty work. C&A will monitor the Contractor’s progress, and perform additional qualitative reviews, as necessary, to ensure the work is completed in a satisfactory manner.

Juniper Swamp Phase 2 Disposal Design: C&A has worked with the Environmental Consultant, Land Management Group (LMG) over the past several months to address the concerns and questions regarding the modeled application rates for the Juniper Swamp property. LMG continues to refine and further develop the model, as required by NCDENR, to reach a conclusion on the proposed application rates. LMG has reported that they are nearly complete with this effort, and have completed the draft report of their findings. LMG is working to finalize the permit submittal information for the project. C&A is prepared to submit the required permit application package immediately upon completion of this report by LMG.

As this project will also require funding approval by the LGC, as described above, C&A is working with the Town and LGC to ensure the inclusion of this project in the financial evaluation.

Given the delay in completing the modeling efforts, as described above, and the financial performance evaluation by the LGC, the Town will not be able to have these facilities in place prior to the summer 2010 peak flows. C&A is working with NDENR and Town Staff to implement contingency strategies which will allow the Town some benefit from the Juniper Swamp site this summer, relying on temporary and mobile facilities to distribute treated effluent. This is a work in progress that will be much further developed over the next 30 days.

Surf City Recreation Park Upgrade
The Contractor has completed the contracted work. There are a number of warranty items that the Contractor must address, including some asphalt repairs near the Community Center building, seeding, cleaning, and electrical modifications at the pump station. The project site is functional, but will need to be ‘dressed up’ this spring as we get relief from the weather. The Contractor will be required to come back to the site in the spring to re-seed, fine grade, and ensure stabilization of the site.

Other items of Interest:
· C&A has been working with Town staff in the updating of the Utility Business Model (rate model) based on current and projected conditions.

· C&A has assisted the Town in obtaining pricing and scheduling for the implementation of some of the projects identified in the Sidewalk Master plan later this calendar year.

· C&A is continuing to assist the Town PWD with evaluation of corrective actions to remove calcitic sedimentation in the water distribution system. This sediment is an accumulation over some longer period of time that must be flushed from the system on a periodic basis, and not indicative of a problem with the water chemistry or source water quality.

Public Forum


Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, stated that he heard the Town was looking to push sand onto the beach.  He stated that the beach is our life blood.
COUNCIL FORUM

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming and for their interest in the meeting.
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin thanked everyone for coming.  He stated that it felt good to have a full meeting room.  He thanked Mrs. Beasley for her hard work in building a place large enough to educate others about turtles.
Councilwoman Albury thanked everyone for coming.
Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for their comments, coming out, and providing directions to the Council.  He reminded everyone of the 4th Annual Women’s Expo March 13th from 10 to 2pm.
Councilman Helms thanked everyone for coming and showing interest in the town. He stated he was glad to see thing moving forward on things like the Turtle Hospital, Promenade, and CVS. 
Mayor Guy thanked the Council and staff and thanked the citizens for participating in the meeting. 
MANAGER REPORT

Sand Pushing. As instructed by Council is getting prices for pushing to be done as late as possible to avoid nor’easter storms but before turtle season. 
TOWN ATTORNY REPORT
No report at this time.
Recess
This meeting was recessed at 7:33 p.m. until February 11, 2010 at 12:00pm upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Medlin and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, CMC Town Clerk                                    A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor







