Surf City Town Council Meeting

Minutes

August 7, 2001

Mayor Guy called the regular meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m., and Councilman Medlin gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Blizzard, Helms, and Luther, Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the June 18 special meeting were unanimously approved by motion of Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Blizzard.

Minutes of the July 10 regular meeting were unanimously approved by motion of Councilman Medlin, second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Chamber of Commerce Report

Wanda Batts presented information on recent Chamber activities and goals to Council.

Eagles Beachwear Site Plan Approval

John Pierce and Rodney Small represented the Eagles Beachwear applicant. The proposed 7560 square foot retail store will be located on Roland Avenue adjacent to Surf City Hardware.  Mr. Thomas reviewed revisions made to the original plan as a result of staff and Planning Board recommendations. Mr. Small, representing Hathaway Construction, stated that the applicant had met all ordinances and was present to hear Council’s decision on the site plan application.  John Pierce indicated that he attended the meeting to answer any questions that may be asked.  He reiterated that the applicant had met, and in some ways, exceeded ordinance requirements and that the site plan had been revised to satisfy all conditions recommended by Town staff and the Planning Board.  Councilman Blizzard moved to approve the site plan as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Health Insurance Program Change

Due to a second successive annual premium cost increase for health insurance, Mr. Thomas recommended changing the Town’s health care program from Municipal Insurance Trust to United Healthcare, the second largest carrier in the nation, for Town employees, with non-employees insured through Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.  The change in carriers would result in a savings to the Town of almost $22,000.  He further recommended that the Town continue its participation in the League plan for vision, dental, and life insurance coverage.  Motion was made by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to change to United Healthcare and Blue Cross and Blue Shield for town employees and non-employees, respectively, with participation to continue in the League of Municipalities plans for dental, vision, and life insurance coverage.
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Budget Amendments-Fiscal 2001-2002

Budget amendments attached to these minutes were unanimously adopted by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Medlin.

Tax Collector’s Settlement and Levy Charge

The tax collector’s report of total taxes collected, plus discoveries, penalties, interest, and costs collected, less credits for taxes collected, governing board releases, and other credits allowed by law for fiscal 2000-2001 was unanimously accepted, and Mrs. Kirk (as tax collector) was charged with collection of delinquent taxes remaining unpaid by motion of Councilman Medlin and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  Mr. Thomas praised the collection rate, 98.96 percent, achieved by Mrs. Kirk, which is the highest tax collection in the Town’s history.

Consent Agenda-Relocation of Municipal, Precinct Elections Resolution, Gideon Square Site Plan Renewal, Certification of Fire Department Roster, Fire Chief Compensation, and Declaration of Police Vehicles as Surplus Property

Consent agenda items were unanimously approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Blizzard.

Public Forum

*Paul Brant, 124 Sea Gull Court, questioned why the fine for walking on the dunes was only $500 and the littering fine was $1,000.  He also expressed concern over the short time frame of the left turn arrow at the Roland Avenue/Topsail Drive traffic signal.

*Pat Harmon, 918 S. Shore Drive, requested a right turn arrow on the traffic light wire at Roland Avenue for south bound traffic.  

*Barry Newsome, S. Shore Drive, thanked the Council and town for sponsoring the summer youth program.

*C. J. Hogan, 910 Broadway, participated in- and enjoyed the summer youth program, and hoped that the program would be continued and expanded next year.

*Jim Sly, 3075 Third Street, addressed Council concerning the need for a street map, with an index, of the entire island.  He also suggested that emergency department-police, fire, and ems-locations be indicated on the map.  

*Mike Scott, 2023 N. New River Drive, informed Council that Pender County was in the process of establishing a complete county mapping system, to include Pender County Surf City.  The map, which should be completed by mid November, will be available to local municipalities through the tax office.

*Mike Hendricks solicited Council’s help in controlling private use of fireworks next year because of the casings and litter on the beach, and potential fire hazards.

*Peggy Bailey, 701 N. New River Drive, thanked Council for the recent newsletter, and thanked the Council, town manager, town clerk, and town attorney for their service to Surf City.
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Council Forum

*Councilman Helms thanked the citizens for attending the meeting.

*Councilman Luther thanked Mr. Brant for sharing the problem with the turn arrow, requested an update from Mr. Thomas on the bike path project, thanked Mrs. Batts and Mr. Hendricks for attending the meeting to represent the Chamber, and said he would thank Mrs. Kirk when he saw her.

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for attending the meeting, especially Mrs. Sherwood and the Chamber representatives.  She asked that residents let the Board know how it can best serve the citizens.  She complimented the turtle watchers on their work, and expressed appreciation to the town manager, town clerk, and finance officer for their service to the town.

*Councilman Medlin also thanked the folks for their attendance, and complimented the Chamber on being more visible in promoting the island.  He expressed appreciation toward Mrs. Kirk and Mrs. Perry for their tax collection performance, and thanked Mr. Wise and his crew for their prompt response to a recent sewer problem.

*Councilman Blizzard echoed the other Council members’ appreciation, and commented on how encouraging it was to have citizens support their governing board.

*Mayor Guy pointed out that the newsletter was one project that the Council decided it wanted to use to help inform citizens and property owners of Council activities.  He said that he was proud of the accomplishments made over the past 12 months, and reviewed those accomplishments for the audience.  Mayor Guy said he received a complaint from Bill Paschall about pet owners not cleaning up after their pets on the beach, and asked Mr. Thomas to respond to Mr. Paschall.  Mr. Paschall had suggested placing a bucket with a scoop and plastic bags at each beach crossover.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury said that a lot of folks take their own bags, and bags placed on the beach would probably be scattered by the wind.  Lastly, Mayor Guy thanked Council members for the time that they contribute on behalf of the Town.

Town Manager Reports

*Housing requests for attendance at the NCLM annual conference in October needs to be sent in tomorrow.

*The DWI checkpoint last Saturday revealed two DWIs, two possessions for marijuana, and one driving with a revoked license.

*Senate Bill 92 (additional occupancy tax for short-term rentals) passed both houses in various forms.  A conference committee was appointed for the Senate and House, and Mr. Thomas indicated that he was still optimistic about the bill passing.

*It was the consensus of the Council for Mr. Thomas to negotiate with the dock owners at the park site for purchase of the docks by the Town.

*Mr. Thomas informed Council that the fire department had asked about the possibility of purchasing a new truck.  The members were concerned because of the age of the equipment, resulting in more maintenance incidents. Mr. Thomas asked the fire chief, to comment on future equipment needs.  Chief Rivenbark pointed out that all the trucks had

Surf City Council Meeting

August 7, 2001 Minutes

Page 4

a lot of miles on them, and that two trucks are down now with pump problems and will be taken in stages for repairs.  He said that the high cost of down time has almost doubled since the first year the fire department was in service.  He suggested that Council consider the purchase of a new truck as soon as possible.  Because of the 30-60 day bid process and the time it takes to build a truck,  he said it would still be almost a year before a truck would be available to the fire department.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, second by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to place the item on next month’s agenda, after more research is done.  Chief Rivenbark introduced the fire department personnel and volunteers who were present.

Town Attorney Report

Mr. Lanier advised that he had no report because the Council and staff are acting properly and not creating any lawsuits.

Closed Session-Personnel

In compliance with NCGS 143-318.11(6), Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved that Council go into closed session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss the performance of one or more public employees.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

Council returned to open session at 8:45 p.m. and Mayor Guy announced that the Council had conducted the town manager’s annual performance evaluation, and that it had rated his performance for the past year as “excellent-outstanding”, and voted 4 to 1, on the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and the second of Councilman Luther, to establish the town manager’s new salary rate, including a cost of living adjustment and a merit increase, at $60,000 per year, retroactive to his annual anniversary date of employment.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m. by motion of Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

_______________________



______________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk



A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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The Council entered closed session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter – the annual performance evaluation of the town manager – under the provisions of G.S. 143-318.11(6).  The Mayor noted that the performance evaluation was due to have been conducted in April, but had been delayed due to the press of other work.  Council members reviewed the progress and improvements made under Mr. Thomas’s management, offered their comments on the town manager’s performance, and determined that the overall performance of the town manager for the past year should be rated  “excellent-outstanding”.  The Council reviewed the manager’s compensation and agreed that, with a cost of living adjustment and merit pay increase, his new salary rate would be $60,000 per year, retroactive to his annual anniversary date.  The Mayor was asked to summarize and present the Council’s evaluation to the town manager.

The Council resumed its meeting in open session at 8:45 p.m.








____________________________








A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

