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Town of Surf City
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
June 1, 2010

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Guy gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Medlin, Councilwoman Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Town Manager Michael Moore, Attorney Charles Lanier, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.

PRESENTATION
Mayor Guy presented Arthur Mark with a Plaque for his Retirement after 14+ years of dedicated and outstanding service to the Town of Surf City. 

BEAUTIFICATION & APPEARANCE RECOGNITION
Mayor Guy presented the Proclamations for the Home of the Month for June to Pat Young for their property located at 1802 S. Shore Drive and the Business of the Month for June to Landmark Realty at 307 Roland Ave.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes of the May 4, 2010 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:07 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a Conditional Use Permit for Jet Ski Rental

Town Planner Rademacher stated that Steve Morris, is requesting a Conditional Use Permit to operate a jet ski and boat rental business on the property located at 13567 B. NC Hwy 50. This facility is the current location of Carolina Divers owned by Jon Richmond. Carolina Divers is providing space in their business for the rental of jet skis and as a base for watching safety videos.  Mr. Morris has also acquired the right to use wet slips at the Beach House Yacht Club and store the jet skis at Greg’s Outboard Center INC in Holly Ridge.  The proposed use will use all of the existing facilities that were required on the Prudential Plaza site plan.  

The proposed site is located in a C-3 commercial use district, and the proposed motorized personal watercraft rental business requires a conditional use permit.

The applicant will need to provide sufficient information to make the following findings required by the zoning ordinance:

1. The use requested is listed among the conditional uses in the district for which the application is made.
2. The requested use will not impair the integrity or character of the surrounding or adjoining districts nor adversely affect the safety, health, morals or welfare of the community or the immediate neighbors of the property.
3. The requested use is essential or desirable to the public convenience or welfare.
4. The requested use will be in conformity with the land use plan.
5. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, sanitation, or other necessary facilities have been or are being provided.
6. Adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to minimize the traffic congestion in the public streets.
7. The conditional use shall, in all other respects, conform to the applicable regulations of the district in which it is located.
Planning Board recommends approval of the application as it meets the required findings for approval of a conditional use permit.

The Planning Board recommends the following conditions be placed on the application if approved:

1. Limit jet skis rented to 4.
2. No signage or structures are allowed at the Beach House Yacht Club
3.  Business may only utilize Soundside Park for loading and unloading of Jet Skis.
4.  Jet ski use is allowed from the Bridge north to 1st St.
Councilwoman Albury asked if there was enough parking 

Planner Rademacher stated that this request was in compliance with the ordinance 

Councilman Helms stated that the customers would be parking at the marina.

Councilman Curley asked who has control of the jetski in the water

Police Chief Halstead stated that Fish and Wildlife did.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:13 P.M.

Councilman Fowler made a motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit for Jet Ski Rental with the conditions recommended by the Planning Board. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of the Approval is attached to these minutes.

PENDER COUNTY – Chairman Jimmy Tate, Commissioner F.D. Rivenbark, & County Manger Rick Benton

County Manager Benton told the Council about the Counties priorities and provided a presentation which is attached to these minutes. 



ROOM OCCUPANCY TAX RESOLUTION
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve the Resolution to Protect the Room Occupancy Tax. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of Resolution is attached to these minutes.

AUDITOR CONTRACT
Finance Director Kirk stated that Kemmy Goodson, who has been doing our audit for years, has decided not to contract with municipalities for audits this year. She stated that she has put the RFP out to 6 different audit firms and received quotes from 2 firms.

She stated that she has talked with the other Towns about which firm they are also using. One firm was from Whiteville and the other one is from hickory. I have talked with Wade Greene, with the firm from Whiteville, and have decided to use his firm (S. Preston Douglas & Associates, LLP).  His firm was one of the firms that Kemmy had given me to contact. His cost for the total audit and financial statements is $9000.  This is $500 more than the quote from the other firm; however, their fees were based on us sending them the trial balance and preparing in electronic form to them.  Also, we would have to work on their schedule (when they were in the area working with other clients).  The majority of the audit would be done off-site. We are not use to that, we feel that Mr. Greene works more like Mr. Goodson by being the Partner in Charge and will work full time during the audit with 2 other partners who are also CPA’s also with 6 other staff members.  He is willing to work with us and together we can produce what reports he needs off our computer.  The audit will be complete by October 31, 2010.  

Councilman Fowler made a motion to approve the Finance Officer to contract with S. Preston Douglas & Associates, LLP as the Town’s auditors. Councilwoman Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

BARKING DOGS
Town Attorney Lanier provided Council with a sample ordinance provided to him by the UNC School of Government regarding animals that are creating a nuisance in the community. 

Police Chief Halstead presented to Council a proposal for change to the existing ordinance. 

Make it unlawful for residents and visitors to leave unattended or abandoned any dog (K-9) on a porch, deck or yard without supervision and monitoring said dogs for a period of more than 2 hours. Make it unlawful to keep or maintain more than 3 dogs or 3 cats at any one resident, whether owner or seasonal rental within the Town limits.

Exceptions: any resident with a nursing dog or cat of any current litter of pups or kittens. 

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to have the Police Chief and Town Attorney collaborate together and bring a recommended ordinance for public hearing at the July Meeting. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

STOP SIGNS ON N. SHORE DRIVE
Police Chief Halstead that he conducted a speed survey the week of May 17, 2010. He went to the location at different times of the day in his personal vehicles and conducted a radar survey.  During this period both vehicle and pedestrian traffic was minimum.  The highest speed recorded was 28 mph.  The slowest speed was 18 mph.  He stated that he did not observe any erratic driving. He also said that he did not observe any traffic pattern that adversely affected pedestrian traffic.  

Police Chief Halstead recommended that additional stop signs not be erected at this time. Chief will do another survey later in the season.

ADVISORY BOARD REAPPOINTMENTS
The following members were reappointed to their committees.

Committee		       Member		               Term         
 						 Expires              
	Planning Board
	Sally Edens
	6-30-13
	

	
	Randy Cox
	6-30-13
	

	
	James Campbell
	6-30-13
	

	
	Frank Camps-Campins
	6-30-13
	

	Board of Adjustment
	Larry Bartholomew
	6-30-13
	

	
	Sally Edens
	6-30-13
	










Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve Sally Edens, Randy Cox, James Campbell, & Frank Camps-Campins to the Planning Board and Larry Bartholomew and Sally Edens to the Board of Adjustment. Mayor Pro Tem Medlin seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

ENGINEERS PROJECT UPDATES, Town Manager Moore
Mainland Pump Station continues on schedule. 

Councilman Helms asked about the lagoon at the spray field.  

Manager Moore stated that the contractor has been notified and if he does not report in 2 weeks that the town will go after his bond.

PUBLIC FORUM	
Frank Camps-Campins, 101 S. Oak Drive, thanked the Council for their confidence in him to reappoint in to the Planning Board to share in the development and growth of Surf City and that he promises to continue to do his best. 

COUNCIL FORUM
Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming and for the interest in the town and reminded everyone that July 4th was coming up.

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin told everyone of his wonderful news of his new grandson in Chapel Hill and thanked everyone for coming.

Councilwoman Albury thanked everyone for coming and invited everyone to come see the fireworks. 

Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for their participation in city government.

Councilman Helms thanked everyone for coming and hoped everyone had a great Memorial Day and wished everyone a wonderful 4th of July.

Mayor Guy 
· Read thank you letter from the family of Lorraine Shanahan.
· Read thank you letter from the family of Mrs. Fowler.
· Read thank you letter from the family of Larry Ritter.
· Received official letter from Rural Center of grant received.
· Thanked Mr. Benton, Commissioner Rivenbark & Chairman Tate for coming tonight.  

MANAGER REPORT
· No Tax Increase is recommended; request staying at .31 cents per 100 with .05 cents per 100 going to beach renourishment.
· Onslow County Re-evaluation reduced town’s revenues by 40% (approximately $585,000.)
· Proposed Budget was balanced with revenues and expenditures down 13%.
· Hurricane Evacuation Meeting with neighboring town within the next 2 weeks.

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT
No report at this time.

RECESS
This meeting was recessed at 8:04 p.m. until June 9, 2010 at 12:00 pm upon the motion by Councilman Helms and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Medlin. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      	  	______________________________
Patricia E. Arnold, CMC Town Clerk                                    A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
