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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

March 1, 2005

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilman Fowler, Attorney Keith Fountain, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold. 

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award March 2005.  

· Home of the Month for March 2005 was A.H. Crawford located at 402 N. Shore Drive. 

· Business of the Month for March 2005 was Beauchaines II owned by Darrell Beauchaine and Patrice Parker located at 211 S Topsail Drive.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the January 22, 2005 Water/Sewer Workshop were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Keith Fountain. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.

Minutes of the February 1, 2005 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Keith Fountain. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Medlin to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.

Minutes of the February 10, 2005 Water/Sewer Workshop were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Keith Fountain. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.

Audit Report

Clement E. Goodson, CPA presented Council with the Town of Surf City Financial Statements for the year ending June 30, 2004.
Public Hearing 

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:15 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a request by Art Leaser to rezone the property located at 320 N. Shore Drive from C-1 Commercial District to R-5 Residential District.

Town Planner Rademacher stated that the applicant, Art Leazer, is requesting to rezone his property at 320 North Shore Drive from C-1 to R-5 for the purpose of building a duplex.  The property currently has a single-family structure on site and is located in an area that is surrounded by single-family homes and some duplex construction.  C-1 zoning does allow for the construction of commercial businesses with zero side line set backs as well as single family dwellings with the same set backs found in the R-5 district.  R-5 allows for the construction of single-family homes on 5000 square foot lots and duplexes on 8500 square foot lots only.  A rezoning to R-5 would not be inconsistent with the development patterns in this portion of Surf City. The Planning Board recommends approval of this rezoning request.
With no public comment the Public Hearing was closed at 7:18 P.M. 

Councilman Medlin made the motion to rezone the property at 320 N. Shore Drive from C-1 Commercial District to R-5 Residential District.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.

Public Hearing 

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:19 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a request by Kim McCallum to rezone the property located at 1209, 1211, 1213, 1215, & 1217 S. Topsail Drive from R-10 Residential District to PUD Planned Unit Development.

Town Planner Rademacher stated that the  applicant, Kim McCallum, is requesting approval of a rezoning to PUD and approval the site plan. The property is currently zoned R-10 residential which allows for the development of single-family and duplex developments.  The applicant is proposing a 22-unit development with a pool and clubhouse.  Under the R-10 regulation it would be possible to construct 24-units and possibly 26-units with duplexes on this property.  This project was tabled in November in order for the developer to address the issues discussed by staff and the Planning Board.  A water and sewer design has been designed with the developer upgrading the existing pump station at the S-curve for this development.  The upgrade will also help future development of the area.  On the water side staff would like water line to run to the vacant property to the south for future water line looping.   The developer has proposed the installation of 8-inch water lines per fire department request.  A major CAMA permit will be submitted on this project as stated in the report submitted by the developer’s agent with all appropriate state agencies reviewing the plan for compliance.  A homeowners association will be responsible for the perpetual maintenance of the site.  All other aspects of the site plan are in compliance with the ordinances. The Planning Board recommends approving the rezoning as well as the site plan as the developer has changed the plan to meet the concerns and requests of staff and the Planning Board.  

Pat Harman, 918 S. Shore Drive, stated that approximately 20 years ago Channelbend wanted to change to R-10 and that wasn’t passed.  Her concern was on so little green space, stating that if greenery keeps being cut that it would diminish the oxygen, and wildlife in the area that is important to all of us.  She stated that the street is not wide enough to stand much more traffic. 

Planner Rademacher stated that as far as the density that without approval of the PUD that the developer can put up 12-13 duplexes total 26 units without going through the Council. With the tree ordinance the developer is interested that if anyone would like some of the trees that he is moving but feels it is not their intention to wipe out all the tress. The types of vegetation and trees to be in the interior and exterior of the property are shown on the site plan.

Pat Harman asked about the traffic.

Planner Rademacher stated that DOT issues permits for the access points.  There will be two access points and the street will be one way instead of 5 or 6 different driveway cuts onto the main roadway.  

Public Hearing was closed at 7:27 P.M. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to rezone the property at 1209, 1211, 1213, 1215, & 1217 S. Topsail Drive from R-10 Residential District to PUD Planned Unit Development and to approve the PUD site plan. Councilman Fowler seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative. 

Sketch Plan for Waylon Buchanan 

Planner Rademacher stated that Mr. Buchanan had submitted a sketch plan design for a 5 lot residential subdivision located on Little Kinston Road.  The property is zoned MHS mobile home subdivision which allows for the development of 5,000 foot residential lots for single-family homes as well as Class A & B mobiles homes a provided for in the ordinance.  All lots will have frontage on Little Kinston Road, however the developer will provide an easement for access to reduce the number of driveway cuts along the main street.  At preliminary review the developer will provide the technical requirements in conjunction with the ordinance. The Planning Board recommends the approval of the submitted sketch plan and for the developer to go forward with preliminary plan approval.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve the Waylon Buchanan sketch plan. Councilman Medlin seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.

Sketch Plan for Jerome Ramsey 

Planner Rademacher stated that Mr. Ramsey had submitted a sketch plan design for a 12 lot residential subdivision located on North New River Drive.  The property is zoned MU-mixed use which allows for the development of 5,000 foot residential lots for single-family homes as well as multi-family development.  All lots will be served by a proposed private road and Surf City water and sewer.  The lot is 2.832 acres in size and is the current location of the Oyster Pond mobile home park.   The Planning Board recommends approval of the submitted sketch plan.

Councilman Medlin made the motion to approve the Jerome Ramsey sketch plan. Councilman Fowler seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.

Tax Releases

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to Clerical errors.  Motion was made by Councilman Fowler and second by Councilman Medlin to approve the releases. Council unanimously approved the motion with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.

List of Taxpayers owning taxes February 2005, and request for advertising date

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of taxpayers that have not paid their taxes as of February 2005.  Request was made that the Council set an advertising date of May 6, 2005 for the taxes that have not been paid at that time. 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Medlin to approve the advertising date. Council unanimously approved the motion with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.

Water/Sewer Assessment Fees

Finance Director Kirk presented a request from Dexter Blizzard asking the Council to waive his water/sewer assessment first year interest charge of $679.22. According to the water and sewer ordinance on assessment fees, interest would begin with the first payment, which would be 60 days after the assessment roll was confirmed.  

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Fowler to deny the waiver request from Dexter Blizzard. Council unanimously approved the motion with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being negative.

Water/Sewer Impact Fees and Water Rate
Manager Moore stated that the Council has been working on a 20 year water plan and a 20 year sewer 201 master plan for waste water. As growth has come along, Council had adjusted the plan to show the new numbers.

Earlier this year Council did adopt a 20 year long range plan for sewer and water to meet water and sewer need for Surf City, today and 20 years into the future.  All these projects will be done in phases.  Over a 20 years period, funding will be at least $25-30 million in sewer improvements and $15-20 million in water improvements, to not meet just future growth but to meet the current growth that is occurring on the island. The sewer system is aging, there are current 22 pump stations and have been notified that the Town will need to recalibrate the pumps, so upgrades on the island will soon have to be because of age.  All of these factors were calculated into the water rates.

First Council did a water rate adjustment in January 2001 to base rate $11.00 and variable rate of $1.50.  On February 16, 2002 an adjustment to base rate $11.00 and variable rate of $2.00.  

Council received studies from the engineers which recommended to raise the rates using a block structure to try to encourage water conservation which is common in other communities.

On June 29, 2004 Council raised rates to $11.00 base rate with variable rates of $5.75 and $6.00. Immediately they received concerns from businesses and residents asking why do the people that already live here have to pay the bulk of this to add capacity to the plants. 

Council resended the rate in October 2004 back to $11.00 base rate and variable rate of $2.00 and went back to the drawing board with the engineers.

Council set up the projects in three different phases to show how the cost would be needed over years instead of all at one time.  Unfortunately the first year will be the most costly because that’s when the major plant components will be done, and then phase two and three will be additions.

Council discussed letting the developers pays more of the cost to upsize the plant to make sure the Towns has additional capacity to take care of the line sizes on the island.

Current water impact fee is $500 per unit and current sewer impact fee is $2000 per unit.

Engineers recommended Council to consider taking the water impact fee from $500 to $3000 per unit and sewer impact fees from $2000 to $3000 per unit.

On water rates they recommended to increase the current base rate of $11 to $15, 2000-4000 gallons from $2.00 to $2.15 per 1000 gallons, and 4001 gallons and up to $2.25 per 1000 gallons.

Current sewer rates are base rate $24.00 and $2.00 per 1000 after the first 2000 gallons. Recommendation is to increase the base rate to $25.00 and $2.25 per 1000 after the first 2000 gallons. 
Council received a petition from Barbara Morrow with 88 signatures stating, “We, the citizens of Surf City, request that the Town Council refrains from further increasing the water rates to existing customers.  Whereas, there have already been significant rate increases within the last twelve months, and whereas, the Council has fail to provide a cohesive plan for resolving the water delivery problems, and whereas, the shortage of water is directly related to the unbridled new growth in our area, we do not believe it is incumbent upon us to provide the additional revenues sought by the city government.” Manager Moore stated that regard the comment “....significant rate increases with the last twelve months” that Council did raise rates but resended the rate increases. He commented to the statement “......fail to provide a cohesive plan” was that Council has been working for two years on studies for a 20 year plan, to be able to provide water in a timely fashion for all the resident, not just for the new development but for current water customers as well.
Barbara  Morrow, 1217 N. Topsail Drive, stated that she had submitted the petition for the citizens that opposed the water rate increase.  The petition was signed 88 private citizens and businesses and tonight was handed 3 more signature, bringing total to 92.

For sometime the now Council has maintained that there is a water shortage facing Surf City and that a resource of water must be found to meet those ever expanding needs.  This was the justification for the rate increase 7 months ago but monthly the Council grants rezonings and annexations request to allow high-density housing.  Just tonight two properties were rezoned, one that contained a swimming pool, which typically holds 15-18,000 gallons of water.

This sends the message that there is plenty of water to share with others.  If a water shortage truly exists then the town should first cease from overextending its obligation then by raising its rate to the customers.  Council’s predecessors developed zoning ordinances that were commiserates to the towns available water supply. This administration seems to repeatedly override this plan through its rezonings. It would seem prudent that the Council develop a comprehensive plan for securing an additional water source before additional growth commitments are made and before additional revenues are sought.  Although the Council is seeking diligently to find a solution we feel a rate increase should be postponed until such a time Council can present a definite comprehensive strategy with a quantifiable cost. 

Aware that the last rate increase was resended, it was still effective for 3 months and benefited from revenues and that she still feels her comment regarding the last twelve months was accurate.

There still exist in the town an area which experiences brown cloudy water due to outdated infrastructure, these areas need the infrastructure upgraded but maintenance projects seem to be sidelined in favor of laying new infrastructure. We feel the town should be more sensitive to the needs of the current customers and use revenues to upsize the existing infrastructure, although it probably is unrealistic to expect maintenance to supersede new development, but it should account for a significant percent of the budget. 

We urge you to consider this petition, realizing that Surf City growth is inevitable but the previous administration was wise in developing water and land usage plans.  They foresaw limitations in the water supply and strove to grow with those means.  If the Council chooses to pursue a more expansionary policy, which is within their discretion, then they should pass the cost of procuring additional water onto the new growth, the existing customers should not have to pay more without receiving more, and some of us are even seeing our quality of water decline. 
Billy Miles, 41 Oak Drive, stated that the spreadsheet provided had shown impact fees on anticipated new home construction over the coming years and how that would help finance the cost of delivering water to Surf City.

If any kind of water increase is inevitable, he stated that he would like the Council to consider two additions criteria when defining new construction.

1) “Any property where an existing home is demolished or relocated and a newly constructed house or houses on that property has more bathrooms than the previous structure.”

Should present trend continue and the number of homes to be relocated or demolished was set at a minimum of 100 that would add $300,000 to help defray costs when the new impact fees are adopted.

2) “Any home undergoing a re-model where one or more bathrooms are added.”

If $3000 is alot for one additional bathroom in a house re-models, then consider $1000 per bath in that situation.

If there is already existing water and sewer connections, these houses will have as great an influence on future water demands as any home where new water and sewer tie has to be brought in.

As means of sharing the financial burden on the full time residents in terms of water rate increases, I respectfully ask the Council to consider requiring all construction to have this type of criteria to any existing or new impact fees. 
Joe Brandt, 320 Little Kinston Road, stated that he was aware that a lot of people don’t use any water for many months of the year and on fixed or limited incomes that don’t use much water.  He asked the Council to keep the base rates the same and if you need to offset that reduction in fees, to charge it to the higher consumption users.
Barry Newsome, 1537 S. Shore Drive, stated that he was a property owner that was active in the community. He stated that he too would be paying more if these rates go into effect.  He stated he wanted to applaud this Board for looking down the road 20 years.  We are not going to stop the growth of this community, we may not like it but we are not going to stop it.  It’s going to come.  If we don’t do something, in 20 years we are going to have a similar problem that a delightful Town close to us is experiences. If Council doesn’t raise the rates a little bit now, for the next 20 years you will wind up with a serious water and sewer problem and at that time you want to talk about an unbelievable rate increase just to survive.  I suggest that whatever you can do to gradually build that rate up as we go because some of us have children desire to live here in the future.  If we don’t build some cushion in the future, somebody is going to face a rate for this town to survive that they will not be able to pay. 

Rosemary Miles, 41 Oak Drive, wanted to comment on how the rate increase was portrayed.  It’s a little to say were going from $11 to $15, which is a $4 increase.  It would be fairer if you described the rate increase by a percentage.  We are talking about a 40% increase on the rate, which is a hefty percentage.  I feel if it is better to describe it in percentage as well as just the number.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that she doesn’t like to see these rates raised either.  She stated that she is on a fixed income like a majority of the citizens are.  But if we don’t make a move now, it’s going to be more.  The reason we need the increase for all the millions of dollars we have to invest in water and sewer. 

Motion was made by Councilman Curley and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the water impact fee increase, sewer impact fee increase, water rate increase, sewer rate increase, and to make it effective date April 1, 2005. Council unanimously approved the motion with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative. 

Motion was made by Councilman Curley and seconded by Councilman Medlin to have staff review Mr. Billy Miles recommendation for impact fees. Council unanimously approved the motion. 
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Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation 

and setting a Public Hearing Date

A petition for satellite annexation of property located at Atkinson Loop Rd. and Hwy 210 East was received from Brian Dilsheimer on February 18, 2005. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation and to set a Public Hearing date of April 5, 2005.  Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried with Councilman Helms’ proxy vote being affirmative.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.
Appointment to Advisory Boards

Councilman Medlin nominated Harry Creutzmann for the Recreation Committee.

Request from A’N’A’ Builders to change size of right-of-way on Broadway Street

Manager Moore stated that Jeffrey H. Harvey, Operations Manager, would like to make a request for A’N’A Builders that the Town change the right-of-way on Broadway Street from 100 feet to 80 feet.  This request will aid in Summer Winds town home project requirement for a Major CAMA permit. Currently there are no other secondary streets in the area over 60 feet.

Jeffrey Harvey stated that it would add 6 new tax payers instead of 1 bar, allow them to add 6 new units instead of 2, and it would allow upgrades for storm water and CAMA permits. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that the Town usually is not into giving away things.  She asked if there was some land that they could trade to maybe assist the Town with parking requirements for beach renourishment.

Consensus of the Council was to have the Manager discuss with A’N’A Builders about land options.

Update Report– Cavanaugh & Assoc.
Gus Simmons present Council with updates of ongoing projects.

· Surf City 201 Facilities Plan

No additional comments from Construction Grants and Loans have been received regarding the content of the 201 Plan.  CG&L stated that they are awaiting further progression of the 201 Plan.  Plan review until the application sites are acquired.  Once the acquisition of any certain parcel of property is certain, the necessary environmental assessment can be completed and the 201 Plan reviewed as final.

· Land Acquisition for Spray Irrigation

The Town met with representative of the owners of the Juniper Swamp Tract on February 17, 2005 and has made an offer to purchase the tract, contingent upon the property yielding at least 1,000 acres of useable upland area for irrigation, and purchase of an option to acquire the property within one (1) year of the date of agreement.  The representatives of the owners seemed receptive to the offer at the time, and the Town authorized Cavanaugh to send the representation a letter encapsulating the main points of the verbal offer that was discussed.

In discussions with the representative since this meting, it had been learned that the owners expressed apprehension regarding a one (1) year option to purchase the property for the amount discussed, as the owners would choose not to proceed with timber sales from the property that have been planned for this year if the Town would choose to purchase the property.  The owners initial response was to shorten the option period proposed to six (6) months for the same option price, or extend the option period to the proposed 1 year for an amount double that proposed by the Town. 

Cavanaugh discussed the issue at great length with the representative of the owners, expressing the rationale behind the option to purchase and learning the intent of the counteroffer by the owners.  The result of these discussions is a proposed counter offer by the owners for the original amount proposed by the Town, with the ability for a no-cost (3) month extension of the option for purposes of closing on the property.

· WWTP Phase I Upgrade

Design of phase I of the Surf City Wastewater Treatment Plant has begun.  Last week Cavanaugh & Associates held the project kickoff with Mr. Moore, Mr. Rademacher, and Mr. Wise.  In this meeting, an updated project schedule was presented to the Town for the project.  A preliminary design concept of using a sequencing batch reactor (SBR) to treat the wastewater was introduced.  This method will help to better accommodate the varied wastewater flow produced from the seasonal changes in population and wastewater production.  Site visits are currently being schedule to allow Town personnel to learn more about this method and to be able to see how an SBR operates.

· Mainland Pump Station

A site has been identified for the location of the mainland pump station.  This site is owned by Jones-Onslow Electric Company and is located on Hwy 50.  The proposed pump station site will be located behind the Jones-Onslow sub-station. Cavanaugh is in the process of determining with Jones-Onslow the appropriate easements that will be required for use of the property by the Town of Surf City.  It is anticipated that the site can be ready for acquisition of use by the Town within 30 days.

· Parallel Transfer Force Main

NCDENR has communicated to several engineers in the area assisting property owners on the mainland with connecting to the Town of Surf City sewer collection system that they are reluctant to issue the required sewer permits until the Town demonstrates progress in implementing a mainland parallel force main to reduce the head pressure experienced by the sewer connections.  Cavanaugh has contacted Construction Grants & Loans to seek assistance in financing the installation of a mainland forcemain from State Revolving Fund (SRF) monies.  SRF has confirmed that they will reimburse the Town for all design, planning, and construction costs for the parallel forcemain, which is anticipated to be approximately $1.5 Million.

Through discussions with NCDENR, demonstration of progress in putting a parallel mainland forcemain will alleviate their concerns in continuing to issue sewer connection permit.  The submission of this application for funding, coupled with initiation of design and permitting of the forcemain and commencement of construction in a timely manner (May be fast-track permitted) has been cited as adequate progress to continue the allowance of permit issuance for mainland sewer connects. It is estimated that the design and permitting costs for this project will not exceed $75,000.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Medlin to authorize Cavanaugh to prepare and submit the application for funding by March 31, 2005.  Council unanimously approved the motion.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Medlin to authorize Cavanaugh to begin design and permitting of mainland forcemain and authorize Manager Moore to sign the contracts for service.  Council unanimously approved the motion.

· Hwy 210 Forcemain

It has been determined that a forcemain is needed to serve an area identified by the Town as a future growth corridor along NC Hwy 210 between NC Hwy 50 and US Hwy 17.  The Town has indicated to Cavanaugh that this sewer forcemain may be needed an early as November of 2005.  If this is the case, design and fast-track permitting of the forcemain must be completed this spring to allow for construction to occur in a timely manner. It is estimated that the design and permitting costs for this project will not exceed $55,000.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Curley to authorize Cavanaugh to begin design and permitting of Hwy 210 forcemain, and authorize Manager Moore to sign the contracts for service.  Council unanimously approved the motion.

· Bike Path 

Contracts have been completed and concrete driveway work should begin next meek with the completion of the project being May 1st.

Public Forum

Vance Kee, 1010 1st Street, stated that he volunteers with Domestic Violence and they have started a $100 club.  Mr. Kee thanked the Council for assisting Dorothy Fender with the spreading of her husband’s ashes and the kindness the Town showed her. He requested that the Town look into water conservation measure like Onslow County has.

Richard Gugelmann, 933 Broadway, asked that he be allowed to put up a fence along his property at 933 Broadway in Surf City to help protect vegetation being destroyed by neighbors. 

Ten years ago, the previous owner of their property bulldozed the natural vegetation on and beside the city’s right-of-way along Broadway Street.  Since then, the city has adopted an ordinance (2004-34 to 36, 11-3-04) that protects “coastal forest overlay districts” like theirs.  In the past year, some of their neighbors have cut down trees on the right-of-way, without permission from the city or from them.  They also destroyed trees and shrubs that Mr. Gugelmann has planted along the right-of-way.  In addition, they are trespassing in the marsh and have also trespassed to cut down trees that are off the right-of-way.  They are violating the ordinance and destroying private property.  Mr. Gugelmann stated that they want to enforce the rules by saving all remaining plants and restoring the shrub thicket, at his own expense.

Why a fence? The fence was not their first choice.  They have asked the neighbors to stop cutting, and they have repeated refused. They think a fence is the best way to stop the damage, stop the trespassing, and help remaining trees recover.  Mr. Gugelmann requests the City Council’s permission to build the fence, and will modify their plans, if needed.

Town Attorney Keith Fountain suggest to review the matter because of the portion in the right-of–way. 

Frank Logan, 924 Broadway Street, stated that he has been working with Jones-Onslow to see the cost to put the power under ground to make the area have a better view, but that the fence is not going to make the view better.  He stated that some of the residents on the road are present here to oppose to the chain link fence being put up in the right-of-way.  He asked that the Council please research and see if an ordinance will help protect the public for the right-of-way.

Mayor Guy asked for all the residents that have come tonight to oppose the fence to please stand to be counted.  There were 14 people present to oppose the fence being placed on the right-of-way. 
Vance Kee, stated that he felt that there is an ordinance that states that no permanent structures could be on the right of way.
Frank Logan stated that he spoke with Onslow County water and they could not believe someone was planning to put a fence right over the top of their water line. 

Bubba Morris, 926 Broadway, stated that apparently Mr. Gugelmann had not been there during the hurricane because it wiped it out through there and it’s back again, stating that you can’t hurt it. 

Mr. Morris, 926 Broadway Street, stated that he thought the road and right-of-way was there for three purposes, 1) road, 2) to hold the road in place, and 3) utilities. 

Charles Underwood, 934 Broadway Street stated that it is not safe to walk down the road, and other fences are to close to the roadway for people to walk in the right-of-way and asked who would be liable if someone got hurt. He stated that he felt that all fences should be set back. He stated that the fences are hard to see in the dark and rain.
Consensus of Council was to discuss issue with the Inspector Steve Padgett and for this issue to be placed on the April Council Agenda. 
Barbara Morrow, 1217 N. Topsail Drive, stated that she has submitted a petition signed by 23 residents stating, “ The water main pipe delivering water to the homes on North Topsail Drive is the oldest and smallest of any in the town of Surf City. The ongoing construction of many new homes on the street is taxing the main and resulting in reddish, sediment filled water during times of heavy demand.  Whereas, the water rates have been significantly raised with the last twelve months, and whereas, the Town Council is considering even further rate increase, we, the undersigned, deserve to enjoy water quality comparable to that of the rest of the city’s residents.  This is achieved by replacing the outdated main with a larger, contemporary pipe.”
Council Forum 
Councilman Curley   stated there was a good crowd tonight and appreciated everyone attending. A group will be going March 14th to Washington to visit representatives for the Shoreline Protection Committee. Postcards (5,600) were sent out and 500 citizens responded in the first two weeks.
Councilman Medlin stated that he appreciated everyone coming, stating that on Thursday night at 7:00 pm there would be a town hall meeting in Swansboro for inlets and dredging.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for his or her patience and cooperation and for attending the meeting tonight.

Councilman Fowler stated that he appreciated suggestions and alternatives comments, and thanked everyone for attending.
Mayor Guy 
· Mayor Guy and Manager Moore were in Raleigh last Tuesday and was awarded $350,000 Rural Center Grant for an elevated water tank.  Council is constantly looking for funds.  

· Received verbal approval from NCDOT on repaving of S. Topsail Drive, 1.2 miles from the light to the “S” curve.

· Senator Soles and Representative Justice have pledge to do what they can on assisting with dredging. 

· Pender County Commissioner commitment today to increase Beach Renourishment funding from $50,000 to $100,000, $5,000 for park maintenance, and Council has  requested for $250,000 for the Community Center. 

Manager Reports

No report at this time.

Town Attorney Report

No report at this time.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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