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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

July 6, 2004

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Guy gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold. Councilman Medlin arrived at 7:05 p.m.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the May 25, 2004 Budget Workshop were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier with a change on page 1 to read “State planning office does not think the Town will need 3M gallons in 20 years”.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler to approve as presented with correction.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the June 1, 2004 Regular Meeting, and June 14, 2004 Budget Workshop were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award for June 2004.  

· Business of the Month for June 2004 was Docksider owned by Skip and Carol Ryce located at 14061 Hwy 50.

· Home of the Month for June 2004 was Michael Godwin located at 1003 N. New River Drive.

Re-appointment of Planning Board Members

Councilman Medlin made a motion to re-appoint Frank Camp Campins, Trapper Cramer, and Oliver Alphin to the Planning Board.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously.   

Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation 

R-04-07-01 and setting a Public Hearing Date R-04-07-02

A petition for satellite annexation of property located at 1990 US Hwy 210 East was received from John and Melissa Thomas on May 27, 2004. 

Councilman Helms made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation and to set a Public Hearing date of August 3, 2004.  Councilman Medlin seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.

Digging Holes on the Beach

Manager Moore read a letter written by Connie Paschall requesting the Council consider looking into solving people digging holes on the beach. Copy of letter is attached to these minutes. 

Manager Moore stated that as a Manager it was difficult to recommend and enforce. One great past time is going to the beach and digging holes.  He stated he would not recommend and cannot see how police could be there to monitor.

Connie Paschall, 109 S. Oak Drive, stated that 2 weeks ago at 10:00 pm she was assisting in moving a turtle nest and her husband who is 6’ tall fell into a hole and it was chest deep to him. She request that Council consider an ordinance asking people to cover up their hole. The ordinance would not be strictly for the Police but for people walking on the beach so they could tell others that there was an ordinance against digging holes and for Council to take a proactive stance to the problem.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that she could see what Mrs. Paschall was saying.  There are elderly people walking on the beach and that if the Police couldn’t always be there the other people would have something behind them to back them up. 

Councilman Medlin stated that like littering, and walking on the sand dunes ordinance it is hard to patrol but if we got the information out that it might help.

Councilman Helms asked if something could be put into the rental businesses.

Manager Moore stated that not all of the violators are renters.  They are young marines coming to the beach for a day.  

Councilman Medlin stated that the staff should look into a draft for the next meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked what was the opinion of the Town Attorney.

Town Attorney Lanier stated that he couldn’t foresee someone coming to the beach digging such a large hole.

Consensus of the Council is for the staff to create a draft and bring it to the next meeting. 

Dogs on Beach
Manager Moore presented a letter received from John Manos for the Council to consider working on the problem of dogs on the beach unleashed.   Copy of letter is attached to these minutes.

Mayor Guy suggested that the Council wait until Police Chief Halstead was back to discuss this matter. 

Consensus of Council was to wait and discuss the matter when the Police Chief was present. 

Lot at 3012 S. Shore Drive

Manager Moore presented Council with a request received from Mr. and Mrs. Allen Doyle for the Council to consider purchasing their unbuildable lot at 3012 S. Shore Drive. Copy of letter is attached to these minutes.

Motion was made by Councilman Fowler to accept offer made by Mr. & Mrs. Allen Doyle and purchase the property located at 3012 S. Shore Drive. Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.

Topsail Island Shoreline Protection Commission

Councilman Curley presented to Council the Topsail Island Shoreline Protection Commission Charter outlining its mission, purpose, goals, organization and responsibilities. He also presented to Council the Agreement for Interlocal Undertaking that would be signed by the three Town Managers upon approval of the Council and a Resolution supporting the creation of the Topsail Island Shoreline Protection Commission by the Three Topsail Island Municipalities. 

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin to approve the Topsail Island Shoreline Protection Commission Charter, the Agreement for Interlocal Undertaking and the Resolution. Councilman Fowler seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. 

Surfing Contest Request

Mayor Guy stated that the ESA, Eastern Surfing Association would like to hold a surfing contest on June 12 & 13 at the Roland Beach Access.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve surfing contest request. Councilman Medlin seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. 

Letter of Request from N. Topsail Beach Mayor Knowles

Manager Moore presented Council with a request by Mayor Knowles of North Topsail Beach for the Council to consider forming two additional joint efforts.  These efforts would be for Topsail Island Storm Preparedness Plan and a Regional Storm Water Study.

The Consensus of the Council was to acknowledge the request but that at this time the Surf City Town Council would like to not take any action. 

Waste Management Contract

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin to approve the contract but that in Section 1. Term “…the term of this Agreement shall automatically extend without further action of the parties for additional terms of one (1) year each, unless, not less than sixty (60) days before the termination of the then current term, one party advised the other in writing of its desire to terminate the Agreement at the conclusion of the then current term of the Agreement” should be taken out and replaced with statement that will be recommended by the Town Attorney.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. 

North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program Grant Resolution

Finance Director Jane Kirk presented a Resolution to the Council from the NC Governor’s Highway Safety Program Grant.  This grant is funded 75% Federal ($8,470) and 25% Local ($7088). This grant will assist in purchasing an enclosed equipment trailer and three mobile vision in-car video systems. 

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Grant Resolution. Councilman Medlin seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. 

Public Forum

Vicki Salisbury 1534 S. Shore Drive, stated that she has been walking on the beach and have found that the ones digging the holes on the beach seem to be renters.  She stated that she has seen them even dig trenches around the deep holes.  Stated that when she started walking her turtle walk on May 1st that she noticed a hole and it is still there.  Ethical behavior on the beach needs to be aggressively expressed. These holes are deep and very dangerous. There are a lot of people that walk at night.  Regarding dogs, people will turn around and pick up dog feces if you stop and let them know that there is an ordinance.  

Jennifer Stanerson, Topsail School Teacher, stated that her and her business partner wanted to start an ice cream truck and wanted to know if she could do her business in Surf City.  

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin to have the Town Attorney look into the ordinances on roadside vendors and see if Mrs. Stanerson’s business could be run in Surf City. Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. 

Eleanor Harman, 918 S. Shore Drive, stated that if there was an ordinance in place regarding digging holes that the ordinance would strengthen her words when she advises people to please fill in their holes. 

Peggy Arsenault, 288 Atkinson Point Road, asked if information reference digging holes could be put on handouts and laminated.
Council Forum
Councilman Curley stated that staff did a great job on July 3rd Celebration.  Requested Council give the Kiwanis’s approval to hold Sunfest in the Soundside Park next year.  

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to allow the Kiwanis’s to hold their Sunfest in the Soundside Park next year.  Motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Medlin stated that they owed the staff a round of gratitude for the park looking so good last Saturday.  Stated that Public Works Director Wise and his staff did a good job keeping the water and sewer flowing with all the usage and complimented the Planning Board for the fantastic job that they are doing for the Town.  Councilman Medlin thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury   stated that she appreciated all the hard work the employees give the Town and thanked those who attended the meeting.

Councilman Fowler stated that the Surf City Surfing Association has requested permission for them to adopt the Roland Beach Access. The Surf City Surfing Association has been keeping the access, along with others, cleaned up. 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury  and seconded by Councilman Medlin to allow the Surf City Surfing Association to adopt the Roland Beach Access.  Motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Fowler thanked all the citizens for their patience. 

Councilman Helms stated that Manager Moore and staff did a great job for the Independence Day Celebration and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

Mayor Guy stated that Manager Moore and staff did a great job for the Independence Day Celebration. He stated that he appreciated the opportunity to serve the citizens of the Town of Surf City and will keep the best interest of the citizens as problems and changes come up. 

Manager Reports

· The Town website is being visited more and more.  In June 2003 there were 11,343 visits to the Town website and June 2004 there were 28,614. Unique visits are counted when an individual visits the site for the first time and the next time they visit that month it is only added to the overall total visits, and will not count on the unique visit again. The unique visits total for June 2003 was 2053 and for June 2004 was 5251.

· All 3 wells are pumping. There is a problem that is undermined.  The engineers feel the problem is between well 2 and 1 and that there may be an obstructed area. 

Cavanaugh and Associates Update

Gus Simmons updated Council on wastewater project. 

Surf City pump station’s bypass has worked without problems.

Manager Moore stated that new pumps are being installed and all waste is going through the bypass.
Phase II of the Bike Path plans have been finalized and state agencies have given ok for the necessary permits pending the thumbs up from Mrs. Vick. 

Councilman Curley asked if the bids for the job had already been done.

Manager Moore stated no but it would only take 15 days to complete that part. 

Sewer line extensions on Hwy 210 and Shell Road are waiting for final engineer approval and for DOT encroachment agreement.  

Surf City 201 Plan is slightly ahead of schedule deadline submission of August 1st.

Environmental assessment is 75% completed by stated agency and engineer alternative analyses is 50% complete. 

· Today staff receive from WK Dickson a list of possible test well sites and they will be getting in touch with owners.  Town is waiting to hear from Charles Riggs on the property that the Town wants to purchase for the water treatment facility.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked if signs were put up for public parking. 

Manager Moore stated yes the signs were up.

Town Attorney Report

No report at this time.

Closed Session – Land Acquisition
In compliance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5), and upon the motion of Councilman Medlin, second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried, Council went into closed session at 8:12 p.m. to consult with town attorney in order to discuss land acquisitions.

Regular Session was reopened at 9:09 p.m. 

Tree Relocation Committee

Manager Moore presented a request by Chris Mudarri of the Tree Relocation Committee to appoint Planning Board member, Andy Cavender, as a liaison to the Tree Relocation Committee.

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to recommend Mr. Cavender to be the liaison with the Tree Relocation Committee. Motion carried unanimously. 

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Medlin. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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