Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2003

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Nelva Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk, Fire Chief Joey Rivenbark and Town Planner Todd Rademacher.

Recognition of Topsail Stingsrays

Postponed until the April meeting.  Stingrays could not attend tonight.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the January 25th special meeting were recommended to be approved by the Town Attorney Charles Lanier, and then unanimously approved upon by the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms. Minutes of the February 4, 2003 regular meeting were recommended to be approved by the Town Attorney Charles Lanier, and then unanimously approved upon by the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Councilman Medlin.

Purchase signs for Beautification Committee 

Town Manager Moore presented a request to purchase signs for the Beautification Committee.  The motion was made by Councilman Medlin to make the signs double sided and second by Councilman Luther. The Council voted unanimously on the motion. 

Madison Farms, LLC, Subdivision Sketch Plan 

Town Planner Rademacher presented the sketch plan request.  The request was unanimously approved by a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Helms. 

Topsail Cove Townhomes, Plantation, Inc, Sketch Plan

Town Planner Rademacher presented the sketch plan request.  The request was unanimously approved by a motion by Councilman Helms and second by Councilman Medlin.

Economic Development Plan 

Town Manager Moore presented the request approval for funding of the Economic Development Plan. The study will take approximately 8 to 10 months to complete.  Councilman Curley asked if grant monies could be sought to help fund this project? Town Manager Moore advised he would be checking into grants for the project.  The motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Albury and second by Councilman Medlin to approval funding. Council voted unanimously to proceed with this project to ensure Surf City developed a realistic Economic Development Plan. 
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Award bid of Fire Truck

The motion was made by Councilman Helms to accept the bid from C.W. Williams (Emergency One) for $649,860.00 and approve financing from Banc America for a 10-year term at 3.55% interest.  Motion was second by Councilman Curley. Council unanimously approved the motion. Copy of Amortization Schedule is attached.  

Donation of Fire Truck

Town Manager Moore and Fire Chief Joey Rivenbark present information regarding the Nakina Volunteer Fire Department’s need for a donation of the town’s 1974 Pumper that was brought to their attention by Surf City Town employee Michael Ott. Councilman Luther made a motion to donate the fire truck to the Nakina Volunteer Fire Department and second by Mayor Pro tem Albury. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Tax Releases

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to Clerical errors.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin and second by Councilman Helms to approve the releases. Council unanimously approved the motion.

List of Taxpayers owning taxes February 2003, and request for advertising date

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of taxpayers that have not paid their taxes as of February 2003.  Request was made that the Council set an advertising date of May 7, 2003 for the taxes that have not been paid at that time. Motion was made by Councilman Helms and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the advertising date. Council unanimously approved the motion.

State – to – Municipal Street Maintenance Change 

Town Manager Moore presented a request that Atkinson Point Road (SR 1584) be transferred to the Town street maintenance system.  The motion was made by Councilman Medlin and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. Council unanimously approved the motion.

Public Forum

No comments were made.

Council Forum

Councilman Curley 
Would like to thank everyone for coming out on such a nasty night.  Maybe spring is coming with the warmer weather soon.
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Councilman Medlin

Thank you everyone for coming and as was said before we need to keep all our service men in our prayers and hopefully if anything does happen that it will be swift and over with before many get harmed.  Invite other to attend meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury 

Thanked all the committees an volunteers of this town who does the work helping us get things put together, fire department, police department and out prayers go out to Chief Halstead for losing his mother over the weekend and we hope he will soon be back with us.  And thank you so much for coming. 

Councilman Luther 

Concurred with Ms. Albury on our wonderful volunteers in our community, planning board and all of our committees that we have, we are very fortunate.  Running for office is a time consuming and costly venture also breaks the continuity or at least the thought process when you have to break to run for office.  Therefore, he presented a Resolution of intent to consider an ordinance, amending the Charter of the Town of Surf City for the term limit of Mayor.  And setting a date for Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 1st at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.  Councilman Luther motioned that we accept this resolution of intent for public hearing. Second was made by Councilman Helms.  Council unanimously approved the motion.

Councilman Helms 
Would like to thank everyone for coming out. I hope I didn’t get to the town in trouble, I made my voice heard to the Commissioners that I didn’t think it was fair and I also brought it up about the EMS service, that we are basically supporting them solely and everyone in the county should pay their fair share. Chairman of the Commissioners brought it up that he thought everyone should pay their fair share, a set fee for everyone.  I also want to thank al the town employees for the job they’re doing, and like Doug, I think you need to keep your service men and women in your prayers.  God only knows what is going to happen over there.  

Mayor Guy 

Thanked everyone for coming tonight we are facing difficult times in our community wand fortunate to have men ad women coming form a military community like we do, knowing when we put our heads down on our pillow that we can rest at ease knowing our freedom is being properly protected.  There is no way to place a value like that.  Our hats are off to those folks who are doing just that.  Again thanks to our Advisory Board for al the work they do.  Glad to see you Ms. Inez and Mayor good to see you our and about.  Floyd good to see you.  Firemen thank you for what you do, as well as our Police Department.  Thank you, and hope the Chief is doing well, he is back. We are very proud of our planning department, Mr. Rademacher, we thank you for your contribution as well. 
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I see members of our planning board they are here tonight. Thank you for being here as well.  Mr. Wobley nice to see you and your boss here tonight. 

Manager Reports

Soundside Park – Boardwalk and piers are being built.  Should be complete by 1st of May.

Broadway – Public bathrooms and parking are underway

Lot next to Fire Department – waiting on CAMA permits to start putting rocks for parking.

Bike racks – are under construction by Department of Corrections. 

Signs for access – are being ordered with street names

Water system – improvements in 2 different contacts so the one on island can be working same time as one off island to get it completed sooner. 

New well Design – near completion, should have bids in 30 days and pumping by summer.

Water tank – work should be completed soon.

DOT- waiting word to start on Roland Ave draining problem. Trying to get extra funds to try new storm drain near Topsail Beach line.  Should start work next week.

Councilmen Luther and Curley went with Town Manager Moore today to support beach renourishment before the Pender County Commissioners.  Ear marked 50,000 to each town and hope to find more. Received info that 400,000 in balance now.  Since 2000 has set aside 850,000 for project. 

Town Attorney Reports

None at this time

Closed Session upon motion by Councilman Helms and seconded by Councilman Medlin.  Closed session as authorized by General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with town attorney in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege. 

Regular Session was reopened at 8:53 p.m.

Adjournment

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms.

______________________________                        ______________________________

      Patricia Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

