Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

October 2, 2001

Mayor Guy called the regular October meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m., and Councilman Medlin gave the invocation.  Also present were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Blizzard, Medlin, Helms, and Luther, Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the September 4 regular meeting were unanimously approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Medlin.  Minutes of the September 11 special meeting were unanimously approved by motion of Councilman Blizzard, second by Councilman Helms.

Site Plan Revision-Cato Properties

Councilman Luther moved to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation and approve the revised site plan for Cato Properties.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Preliminary and Final Subdivision Plats-Oceanaire Estates

Motion was made by Councilman Helms and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the preliminary and final plats with a 60-foot width for lot 3 of Oceanaire Estates Subdivision.  To access the interior of the properties, the applicant will apply for minor variances from the Town’s subdivision design standards.  

Amendment to Section 12-11 of the Surf City Code of Ordinances Addressing Alcoholic Beverage Use in Public Areas

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to adopt the ordinance amendment attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference controlling use of alcoholic beverages in public areas.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

Amendment to Section 10-111 of the Surf City Code of Ordinances-Massage and Massage Businesses

Motion by Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Medlin to adopt the ordinance amendment attached to these minutes and incorporated herein regulating massage and massage businesses, and establishing a privilege license fee for the same.  The motion unanimously carried.

Hurricane Re-Entry Guidelines Revision

Hurricane re-entry guidelines revisions were unanimously adopted by motion by Councilman Medlin and second by Councilman Helms. The primary revision in the guidelines gives absentee property owners the authority to give notarized permission to property managers and agents to help secure their properties, in lieu of the property owners themselves, following a storm event.

NC League of Municipalities Goals and Policies

Councilman Helms moved that the proposed League of Municipalities goals and policies be approved.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried. Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, second by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to approve a proposed addition to the NCLM Legislative Polices and Goals declaring that the League will support legislation that declares that beach preservation is the policy of the state and that provides organizational structures and funding sources for beach preservation and restoration.
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Budget Amendments-Fire Department and Community Development

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the budget amendments attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.

Rural Transportation Planning Organization Nomination

Mayor Pro Tem Albury was unanimously selected for nomination, to the Pender County Municipal Association, as a member of the Rural Transportation Advisory Committee by motion of Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Medlin.

Appointment to Planning Board

In accordance with the town manager’s recommendation that, with the appointment of Joy Rhodes to the Planning Board for the ETJ representative position, that the ETJ representation be reduced to one member, and that Al Alphin, an alternate Planning Board member, be appointed as a regular member of the Planning Board. Councilman Medlin moved that Mr. Alphin be appointed a regular member of the Planning Board.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Public Forum

· Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, asked about the Town’s plan to push sand or rebuild the dunes.

· Andrea Lamieux, 224 Port Dr., NTB, addressed the Council regarding massage therapy.

· Kim Shailer, 2108 N. New River Drive, said that he had applied for consideration of appointment to the Planning Board, and was interested in the alternate position created by Mr. Alphin’s appointment as a regular member.

· Joe Paliotti announced that he and Mayor Guy would feed the military dependents of deployed servicemen on November 11th at the Villa, and requested donations of money, pies, or cakes.

· Mike Hendricks, 1523 S. Shore Drive, presented an update on Chamber activities.  

· Bob Nolley, 712 S. Shore Drive, mentioned the revised re-entry guidelines recommended by the Hurricane Re-entry Committee.

· Pat Harman, 918 S. Shore Drive, asked Council to consider writing business owners expressing regret about the unfair rumors regarding some foreign-owned businesses in Town. Motion by Councilman Luther, second by Councilman Medlin to prepare a resolution, and to direct the town manager to draft a letter for the mayor’s signature.

· Joe Grant, 320 Little Kinston Road, requested that the Recycle Center containers be dumped regularly and the compartments labeled.  He also mentioned that the Recycle Center sign blocks the view to the left on S. Topsail Drive.

Council Forum

· Councilman Blizzard thanked the citizens for their attendance and participation.

· Councilman Medlin said he, too, appreciated the citizens attending the meeting, and thanked Mr. Thomas for bringing up the option of adding to the language of the NCLM policy covering beach nourishment. He asked Mr. Thomas to check with the other island towns and see if they plan to incorporate additional language in their recommendations to the League.
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· Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked the citizens for their attendance, and for supporting our country by displaying American flags.

· Councilman Luther shared that he and the town manager would meet with Glen McIntosh, US Army Corps of Engineers, on Thursday, and would report to Council at its next meeting.   Councilman Luther said that he would present one-half pound of fudge each month to a citizen who regularly attends Council meetings.

· Councilman Helms expressed appreciation for citizens’ attendance, and encouraged the citizens who attend the meetings to bring their neighbors.  He asked if the Town had received its CAMA permit for the new park.

· Mayor Guy announced that Steve Hogan, a retired police officer from Atlanta, had been called back to Atlanta because of the recent terrorist activity.  He said that the Board was proud of all the Town employees and the jobs that they do, and he recognized Charlie Smith for continuing his education.  Mayor Guy reported that the Council would be attending a Resort Towns meeting during the NCLM annual conference. A topic of discussion at the meeting would address school calendar changes.  He and Mr. Thomas recently met in Raleigh with representatives from other resort towns and private tourist attractions to determine if there was a strong interest in delaying the opening of schools until closer to Labor Day.  He thanked folks for attending the meeting.  He said he was proud of the accomplishments made by the Town, and appreciated the job that Mr. Thomas does.

Manager’s Reports

· Mr. Thomas reported that about ten towns had offered support of Mayor Guy’s nomination to the NCLM Board of Directors.

· The bid opening for a new fire truck will take place on October 11.

· Mr. Thomas attended the CAMA Land Use Plan Update Guidelines public hearing, and noted that the involvement, participation, and input from local governments was very weak.  Therefore, his expectation was that the guidelines for CAMA to fund land use plan updates would be very detailed and extensive, which would require the Town to decide whether to accept CAMA grant money or do the update on its own.

· A number of advisory board appointments will expire in November; new appointments will probably be addressed at the December Council meeting.

· Senate Bill 92, an additional accommodation tax money to be used for beach nourishment only, passed.  The tax has not yet been enacted by the County Commissioners.

· The November Council meeting will be held on November 8th.

Closed Session-Acquisition of Property

Upon motion by Councilman Medlin, second by Councilman Helms, Council went into closed session at 8 p.m. to discuss property acquisition.

Council returned to regular session at 8:25 p.m. and the meeting was properly adjourned.

___________________
____



_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk



A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Mr. Thomas reported that Pender County would give the old landfill property to the Town if the Town would accept all liability that may be associated with it.  It was the consensus of Council not to accept the property under those terms.

Mr. Thomas informed Council that there was no particular right-of-way in the last block of Sea Manor Drive.  A survey will be done.  The Town will have to negotiate with property owners to acquire easements, estimated to extend about 800 feet. The water line was extended without easements being obtained.  The street is private, and some portion of the easement will be in the street.  It was the consensus of Council for Mr. Thomas to proceed with negotiations.  The town attorney recommended one on one negotiations.

Grady Strickland owns two 50’ x 75’ lots located on N. Topsail Drive that he would like to sell to the Town.  He is asking $110,000 for both lots.  After brief discussion, it was the consensus of Council to wait until next month to consider purchase of the property.  

Mayor Guy announced that sale of the Bullard property was scheduled to close on December 31.  It is under contract for $700,000; Mr. Pierce is willing to resale the property to the Town for $900,000.

Council returned to regular session at 8:25 p.m.

_________________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

