Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

January 6, 2004

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, and Finance Clerk Jane Kirk.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award for December 2003 and January 2004.  

· Home of the Month for December 2003 was Henry and Priscilla Barteck located at 106 South Harbor Drive.

· Business of the Month for December 2003 was Tiffany’s Motel owned by Bobby and Ann Smith located at 1502 N. New River Drive.

· Home of the Month for January 2004 is Dee and Connie Marshburn located at 2011 N. New River Drive.

· Business of the Month for January 2004 is Batson’s Galley owned by Larry and Linda Batson located at 14260 Hwy 50. 

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the November 22, 2003 Council Workshop were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the December 2, 2003 Regular Council Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Beautification & Appearance Committee Appointments

Manager Moore stated that Mayor Pro Tem Albury had appointed Jamison Fair to the Beautification and Appearance Committee at the November Council Meeting, however Mr. Fair has moved out of town. Mayor Guy stated that individual governing board members appoint the Beautification and Appearance Committee members.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury appointed Ruth Garner to the Beautification & Appearance Committee. 

Cove at Boca Bay Preliminary Site Plan 

The preliminary plan proposes 9 new lots on the first phase of development on the property formerly known as Great Oaks Mobile Home Park located behind Tiffany’s Motel off of Pender Avenue.  The developer is proposing duplexes on the nine lots shown on this plan.  The Public Works department has approved the water and sewer line layout with the developer agreeing to install 8-inch water lines as opposed to the minimum requirement of 6-inch. Currently, 4-inch lines are throughout the development.  The water lines are to be extended to New River Drive.
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The subdivision will have an amenity area located adjacent to the existing dwelling which is not part of this subdivision. The developer has redesigned the cul-de-sac per comments made by the Surf City Fire Department.  

The developer will be required to place sidewalks and street trees along both sides of the street as well as streetlights per the town ordinances.

All Surf City departments have reviewed this plan for compliance with the ordinances of the town. 

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve the site plan as recommended by the staff and Planning Board and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  Motion unanimously approved by the Council. 

Retail Building Site Plan

This site is located across from the Surf City Pharmacy on South Topsail Drive.  The lot is zoned C-2 and allows for restaurants and offices.  The site plan is in compliance for storm water, sidewalks and landscaping.  Parking lot connections have been provided to the adjoining commercial properties as well.  CAMA wetlands and federal wetlands have been determined.  

The plan calls for the structure to be placed on pilings over the wetlands, which is allowed with a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers.  Also, a valid NCDOT driveway permit will be required to construct the driveway in its proposed location.

All Surf City departments have reviewed this site plan for compliance with the ordinances.

Councilman Curley made the motion to approve the site plan as recommended by the Planning Board and seconded by Councilman Helms.  Motion unanimously approved by the Council. 

Tax Releases

Presented by Finance Director Jane Kirk, due to clerical errors Pender County has authorized release of real and personal property taxes for twenty-eight tax bills. Motion was made by Councilmember Medlin to release the taxes and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. Council unanimously approved the motion. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.

Budget Amendments

Finance Director Jane Kirk presented budget amendments attached to these minutes for the waterline project that was approved in the October 7, 2003 meeting. The bid was awarded to Utilities Plus and they are presently constructing the lines. Motion was made by Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Fowler and unanimously carried.
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FY 2002-2003 Audit Report
Clement R. Goodson, Goodson and Taylor, CPAs, presented the financial audit report for fiscal year 2002-2003.

Inez Bradt, 208 Doe Ridge Rd., commended the Council on the job they had done with the budget.
Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:18 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a request by Junior Johnson to rezone the property located at 1568 North New River Drive, corner of Ninth Street and North New River Drive, from C-1 Central Business District to C-2 General Commercial.

Todd Rademacher, Town Planner presented the request to the council stating this rezoning would still allow for all uses allowed under the current zoning of C-1 commercial with two differences.  C-2 has slightly stricter setbacks in regard to commercial uses and C-2 will also allow for multi-family structures to be built.  The property is adjacent to several bars, a duplex, hotel and several single-family dwellings. A rezoning to C-2 will allow all permitted uses in C-2 to be constructed now and in the future. Public hearing was closed at 7:20 P.M. 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve recommendation and seconded by Councilman Medlin.  Council unanimously approved the motion.

Public Forum

Peggy Arsenault, 288 Atkinson Point Rd., thanked the Council for lowering the speed limit on Atkinson Point Rd. to 25 mph and also commented on the security lights at the boat ramp helping to light the area.                                     

Barry Newsome, 1537 S, Shore Dr., thanked the Council for the big Christmas tree at the Soundside Park, it was alot bigger than the previous years Charlie Brown tree. 

Agnes Johnston,7069 7th Street, asked the Manager about the progress at the Soundside Park and games.  

Manager Moore advised the building inspector was currently working on the restroom designs and the pier needed to receive approval from the engineers.  He also stated he was waiting on proposed located of bathrooms before putting in games but may get them in sooner than expected. 
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Council Forum
Councilman Curley   welcomed members from other cities to the meeting and wished everyone a happy prosperous New Year. 

Councilman Medlin thanked everyone for coming and stated the Mayor had appointed him as Liaison to the Planning Board and he was impressed with all the hard work they were doing. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a Happy New Year. She also thanked Agnes Johnston and the Beautification and Appearance Committee for their work and accomplishments.  

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked the Manager if something could be done regarding the east side of Hwy 50 where it is so bumpy and not level.  Manager Moore commented he was working with DOT to get it leveled but that the unleveled area was cause by the Town putting in a sewer line. 

Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for coming and advised he had been appointed to the Chamber of Commerce and wanted to announce the new director should be installed January 13 or 14th. Councilman Fowler had also been appointed to the Recreation Committee and hoped to be of help in the park project. He thanked staff for the Christmas decorations at the park. He commented the lights at the boat ramp were installed due to Mayor Guy’s hard work. Councilman Fowler wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

Councilman Helms wished everyone a Happy New Year and thanked everyone for their patience while work is being done on the waterline.  He also thanked staff for decorations and tree lighting. 
Mayor Guy thanked everyone for attending meeting.  Mayor Guy commented on storm water runoff.  The town has been working with DOT to have underground systems installed.  The town has received approval for 6 systems with 2 already installed.  On one or two of the systems the need may be to add more chambers to collect the amount of runoff for that area.  Town has bee approved for an additional $75,000 from DOT.  

Atkinson Point Road was paved by the State and then the State turned it over to the town which the town receives Powell Bill money, from highway tax, for the amount of road it maintains for upkeep.  At DOT’s next meeting Little Kinston Road is schedule to be approved for repaving the Town will request it to be given to the Town of Surf City.

Thanked Manager for his hard work and fine job.
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Manager Reports

· Advised Council that Mayor Guy, Councilman Medlin and himself along with the engineer met with the Town of Topsail Beach to discuss supplying Topsail Beach with water.  Topsail Beach brought a letter of intent, attached to these minutes, to the meeting in hopes of getting the Mayor to sign. Mayor Guy declined to sign the letter until the full board was aware of the letter and had advised him of what action they wanted him to take.  Manager Moore read the letter of intent to the Council. He commented that in other aspects the town was not sure what would happen regarding well 3 and when Topsail Beach would need the water.  Manager Moore advised that in a meeting with the engineer they asked what it would take to gather the information that was needed.  

Ray Cox, W.K. Dickson, response was that in a form of a Preliminary Engineering Report that he would include utilization of the existing system model to evaluate scenarios projection of approximate costs for the most feasible scenario, and establishment of an anticipated time frame for implementation. This would take approximately 60-90 days and cost $15,000 to prepare a formal proposal. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury questioned it costing the town $15,000 and she didn’t think the Town should use the taxpayers money for the study.  

Councilman Curley asked what action was needed to be made tonight. 

Manager Moore stated he wanted to check with the Attorney and get his opinion. 

Attorney Lanier advised he would not recommend the Mayor to sign a letter of intent to obligate the Town to perform any act.  

Mayor Pro Tem Albury advised she felt the Town needed to look after the people in Surf City where the tax money comes from and the Town should discontinue talks until the Town knew how they were going to take care of it’s taxpayers first.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to discontinue talks with Topsail Beach at this time and motion was seconded by Councilman Helms.

Councilman Curley stated the Town could offer to Topsail Beach the study from Cox and let them pay the $15,000 to let the Town know what our system needed to help Topsail but not to cut off all discussion.  If the outcome were negative then Topsail Beach would be out the $15,000 but if it were positive then the Town would have the data to see if proving water was possible.

Councilman Helms stated if Topsail Beach wanted to pay the $15,000 then we could hold a workshop to see what the Town could do.
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Councilman Curley commented that the motion should not be to cease talks but to allow Councilman Medlin and the Mayor to discuss with Topsail Beach if they would pay the $15,000.

Mayor Guy asked for vote on the motion presented by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  

Ayes –4 
Councilman Medlin, Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilman Fowler, and Councilman Helms.

Noes – 1 
Councilman Curley

· Main Pump Station Waste Water Treatment- met with engineers and design is moving along, hopes to have it completed by January. It would take approximately 45 days for the bid process and then hope to have construction done in time to meet July deadline.

· 12” Waterline Work- very pleased with construction, methods and dealing with citizens. If things continue like they are, may be done earlier than expected. 

· Submitted grant in September for updating sewer, which needed further information and engineer provided updates before the deadline. It may be February before we hear.

· Well 3 awaiting State to give us final permits to put down last pipe.

· Public Works Land site – waiting a response by owner, to see if she is interested in selling.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury commented maybe should look for other land in area.

· Phase II Bike Paths- talked with Cavanaugh, and Parker and Associates agreed to open file on plans for bike path from Surf Condo to North Topsail Beach line in hopes of getting project done before season starts. 

· Sidewalks – talking with contractor of waterline and waiting for testing of waterline. Town looking at using pervious concrete so it would not add to the storm water issues in that area. Waiting for price quotes to give to Council. 

· February 7, 2004 Retreat – requested topics that Council wanted to discuss at retreat to let staff know so data could be gathered. 

· Beach Renourishment Committee- will hold a meeting a 5:30 p.m. tomorrow night and will be discussing financial issues and what has been going on in the past year. 

· DOT – working on rechargers on Hwy 50 to take in more water. 
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· DOT – has been marking right of way to insert a storm drainpipe from Roland to the area in front of town hall to catch water and dump into drain.

· Water Tank- maintenance is complete on replacing braces along with painting.  

· Water Tank on Mainland - Manager commented that if property owner near public work decides to sell land he would let area property owners know the Town is looking to put an elevated water tank there. This tank would help pressure and during hurricane season tank would allow water to be turned off on the island but keep mainland portion on.  

· Waterline work in roadway- Manager stated that when the waterline crews start on the last 2000 feet of line from Topsail Beach toward Surf City there will not be enough room and that the water line will have to go into the roadway. The town will then repave both sides of the road.  This may lead to traffic congestion in that area. 

· 9th Street storm water – ever since Mr. Johnson has removed concrete on 9th Street the storm water has not collected in the area. 

Town Attorney Report

Attorney Charles Lanier advised the Mayor and Council that the lawsuit by Glen Sasser was dismissed on December 18, 2003 by the Federal Court for the Eastern District of North Carolina.  Mr. Sasser could appeal but seems unlikely he would do so. 

Closed Session – Property Acquisition

In compliance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5), and upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council went into closed at 8:00p.m. to discuss property acquisition.
Regular Session was reopened at 8:38 p.m. 

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m. upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Fowler. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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