Special Council Meeting

Minutes

June 8, 2001

Mayor Guy called the special meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 9 a.m.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Blizzard and Luther, Pat Thomas, town manager, Jane Kirk, finance officer, Mike Halstead, chief of police, Bob Chace, fire marshal, Dean Wise, public works director, Steve Padgett, building inspector, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  Councilmen Medlin and Helms were absent from the meeting.  

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss hurricane preparedness, and the proposed annual budget for fiscal 2001-2002.  However, it was the consensus of Council to postpone budget discussion until Tuesday, June 12 at 5:00 p.m.

Mr. Thomas introduced Emily Anderson who will be scheduling summer activities for young people.  The programming will begin June 18th.

Carson Smith, Pender County Emergency Management Coordinator, was present to stage a mock hurricane scenario.  He explained that the Pender County Emergency Operations Center, located at the Law Enforcement Center in Burgaw, is usually set up when a hurricane warning goes into effect.  It is beneficial for each local government to have representatives in the County EOC.  Mr. Thomas recommended that two council members from Surf City act as liaison in the EOC during storm events.  That way, once local resources are exhausted, they can petition the County for assistance, and if the County can’t help, they contact the State, and if the State can’t handle the request, they send the request(s) to the Federal level.  

Mr. Smith discussed the I-40 counter flow plan, which sends all I-40 traffic away from the beach for 12 hours.  The reversal would be considered only when the NC coast is threatened by a major hurricane and mandatory evacuations are issued.  Strength of storm, projected landfall, and population at the time the evacuation order is issued would all factor into the decision to implement the Interstate 40 lane reversal plan.  

Pender County now has am transmitters, one of which is located at SCVFD.  Until the storm hits, information on evacuation routes and shelters will be transmitted on 1620 am and 1640 am in Hampstead.  Following a storm event, Surf City and Topsail Beach re-entry information will be broadcast.   Mr. Thomas offered the Town’s assistance with placement of signs after the storm. Pender County’s web page-penderem.dot-covers disasters with information such as road closings, re-entry information, schools, flooding, etc., and will be updated daily during storm events.  

Even if a curfew is lifted, Mr. Smith recommended that a declaration be kept in effect as long as work is on-going.

Several re-entry issues, voiced during the recent staff meeting, were discussed with Council.  Issues included guidelines for first phase re-entry, “second phase” re-entry, whether to restrict re-entry to persons without a specific storm-related reason for a longer period of time, what to do about bobcat operators during the immediate recovery phase, and consideration of adopting a clear authority to remove structures from public streets in order to aid storm recovery work.  Councilman Blizzard moved to instruct the town manager to draft re-entry guidelines for Council adoption.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.
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Mr. Thomas pointed out to Council that a bill giving Pender County authority to charge an occupancy tax was enacted in 1988, but never used.

There was no other business to come before Council, and upon motion by Councilman Bizzard, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried, the meeting was recessed at 11:00 a.m. until Tuesday, June 12 at 5:00 p.m.

______________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

