Surf City Town Council

Minutes

February 6, 2001

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., and gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were council members Albury, Medlin, Blizzard, Luther, and Helms, the town attorney, town manager, and town clerk.

Mayor Guy presented a certificate of appreciation to Donna Martin-Leutgens for her service on the Surf City Recreation Advisory Committee.  

January 8 meeting minutes were approved with correction (second to the motion regarding purchase of the Sasser property) by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Beach Renourishment Reconnaissance Study 

Glenn McIntosh with the US Army Corps of Engineers presented information on the reconnaissance study for Surf City, and typical phases for a renourishment project.  Because Surf City and North Topsail Beach projects are in the same phase, Mr. McIntosh encouraged the two towns to combine their reconnaissance and feasibility phases into one project.  He indicated that separate studies would equal delays, and would not be in the best interest of local nor federal funding.  Mr. McIntosh informed Council that the North Topsail Beach study area would be limited to the area outside the CBRA zone, and that there would be no disadvantage to Surf City to combine with North Topsail Beach.  Topsail Beach is farther along than Surf City, so there would be no way for Surf City to join Topsail Beach except in future nourishment cycles.   Mayor Guy asked Corps representatives to reiterate that North Topsail Beach’s CBRA zone would not be studied nor would it affect Surf City in any way.  Motion by Councilman Luther, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to take the Corps recommendation and combine the Surf City study with the North Topsail Beach study.

Resolution Requesting Authority to Enact an Additional 3% Occupancy Tax

Motion by Councilman Luther, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to adopt the resolution requesting authority to enact an additional 3% occupancy tax for the purpose of financing beach restoration.  Councilman Blizzard said that although he initially opposed the additional tax, after talking with some town residents, he now is in favor of the tax. The motion unanimously carried.

Spring Fling Committee Requests

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to grant Spring Fling Committee requests for permission to block off S. New River Drive from Highway 50/210 to S. Topsail Drive, use the town-owned lot at the Roland Avenue/Topsail Drive intersection for the boat show, use the kitchen and meeting room of Town Hall on Saturday and Sunday mornings for the Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast, use off-duty police officers for night security, have outside possession of beer and wine sold from the Beer and Wine Garden, and have police support during the festival.  

Site Plan – 211 South Topsail Drive

The revised site plan for a restaurant and nightclub at 211 S. Shore Drive was approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Luther.  Councilman Blizzard asked to be excused from voting due to a conflict of interest.  The motion unanimously carried.
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Site Plan – Thomas Tackle and Seafood

Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried to approve the site plan as presented for Thomas Tackle and Seafood.

Site Plan – Brittco Garden Center

The revised site plan for Brittco Garden Center was approved by motion of Councilman Luther, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Site Plan – Waves Beachwear 

Mr. Thomas advised that construction of the proposed Waves Beachwear retail store would be located adjacent to the Food Lion property, with construction to be complete this spring.  Because of limited access for future development at the rear of the property, the owner is considering acquisition of the adjoining property. The revised site plan was approved by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Bland Shores Subdivision – Preliminary Plat

The preliminary plat for Bland Shores Subdivision, a new 11-lot development on a cul-de-sac between Bland Drive and Crutchfield Avenue, was approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.  Gordon McAdams with Parker and Associates assured Council that storm water would flow to the side of the road and infiltrate into the sandy shoulder of the roadway.  No runoff will flow into the sound; the driveway at the end of the road will be elevated.  Mr. Thomas pointed out that the waterline in the subdivision would be looped to the adjoining subdivision.

Preliminary and Final Plats for Gideon Square Subdivision

Gideon Square Subdivision preliminary and final plats were approved by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Rezoning of Broadway Street Town Property

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to authorize initiation of the rezoning process for town-owned property on Broadway Street.

Pender County-Invitation for Service Options

Pender County has issued an invitation, as it does every two years, for the Town to submit any requests for new or expanded services.  Requests must be submitted by February 12, 2001.  Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to request that Pender County continue and even expand its funding assistance for beach renourishment and assist with development of Surf City’s waterfront park.

Independence Day Fireworks

Surf City participates in the Holly Ridge fireworks as well as budgeting for its own fireworks display.  Holly Ridge has planned its fireworks display for July 4.  Motion by Councilman Luther, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried to schedule Surf City’s fireworks display for Saturday, July 7.
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Sale/Lease Proposal from Sea Star Motel

Sea Star Motel property owners have recently contacted the town manager concerning sale or lease of property they own that is located north of Ninth Street on North Shore Drive.  After brief discussion, motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury not to enter into any lease/purchase agreements for the property at this time.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

New Police Vehicle Authorization

Mr. Thomas informed Council that a budget amendment to purchase a new police vehicle, which was authorized at the recent winter planning retreat, would be presented at next month’s meeting.

Open Forum

*Bill Clark, 1923 S. Shore Drive, addressed Council concerning the waterfront park property.  He sited three reasons why the Town should reconsider the proposed site for the park: because of the environmental impact, the Town might have a problem adding a dock or boat ramp, some previous applications by property owners for CAMA permits were denied, and a waterfront park will increase the vehicular and boat traffic causing endangering the many children who live in Mira Mar Mobile Home Park, adjacent to the waterfront park site.

*Barry Newsome, 1534 S. Shore Drive, thanked the Town Council and fire department for the reduced fire insurance rating; he saved $583 on his insurance premiums.

*JoAnne Paulin, 2007 S. Shore Drive, also thanked Council for the insurance refund check she recently received because of the fire rating.

*Bill Clark said that he was also impressed when his insurance premium was reduced.

Council Forum

*Councilman Helms stated that the town is still working to reduce the fire rating to 5.  He expressed appreciation for citizens’ support at Town meetings.

*Councilman Blizzard thanked the citizens for attending Council meetings and providing input for Council consideration.

*Councilman Medlin thanked citizens for voicing their opinions and concerns.

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury reiterated what other council members said, informed the public that a lot was accomplished at the planning retreat, and thanked citizens for their support during her recent loss of two siblings.

*Mayor Guy recognized members of Surf City advisory boards who were present, and shared that the Town had received $400,000 more than was budgeted for Hurricane Floyd reimbursements, and that the town manager had discovered a $9,500 error (favoring the Town) in the water installation contract for the annexed area.

Manager’s Report

Mr. Thomas reported that, based on discussion at the recent Council retreat, the vision of Surf City in the future is a family-oriented beach.

Attorney’s Report

Mr. Lanier informed Council that $9,197.53 is in the Clerk of Court account for demolition reimbursement to Surf City.
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Closed Session – Acquisition of Property

Council went into closed session at 8:25 p.m. by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to discuss acquisition of property.

Council returned to open session at 8:40 p.m. by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.  Motion by Councilman Blizzard to authorize the town attorney to amend the purchase contract to change the right-of-way easement from Dr. & Mrs. Black from 40 feet to 30 feet, to relocate the easement provided that relocation of the easement provides reasonable access to the Town’s property, and provided that appropriate permits are secured.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned by proper motion at 8:42 p.m.

________________________




__________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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The Yows were to furnish a 40-foot easement with the land.  The Blacks are opposing a 40-foot easement, and are proposing a 30-foot easement.  They want the easement to be specific on the ground, so they can see it, and to be a floating easement subject to relocation with the expense to relocate the easement to be borne by the Town.

Attorney Lanier recommended a survey to determine if anything is encroaching into the right-of-way.  Attorney Lanier will word the amendment to the contract.

In response to the Blacks request for a letter of intent from the Town, Mr. Thomas drafted a letter, which does not obligate the Town.  Council approved the letter drafted by Mr. Thomas.  

Council returned to open session at 8:40 p.m.

__________________________




__________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

