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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2004

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilman Medlin gave the invocation. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold. 

Presentation

Calvin Kelly Presentation to the Town of Surf City his award winning squash that received a blue ribbon at the Onslow County Fair and 5th place at the North Carolina State Fair in Raleigh.

Finance Director Jane Kirk presented a certificate of appreciation from Onslow York Rite Bodies to the Town employees for their donation of aluminum cans.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award for October 2004.  

· Home of the Month for October 2004 was Arthur and Cathy Hicks located at 1816 North New River Drive. 

· Business of the Month for October 2004 was Herrings Outdoor Sports owned by Peggy, Steve and Jessie Bailey located at 701 North New River Drive.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the September 7, 2004 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the September 14, 2004 Wastewater Workshop Minutes were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:03 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a text amendment for Section 7-8 Penalties.

Manager Moore stated that the amount of fifty dollars for a penalty for fire code violations was no longer a large enough sum to be an effective incentive for gaining compliance of the fire safety ordinances.  Most business and property owners comply with laws, but a few repeatedly ignore them.  The Fire Chief and Marshall recommended changing the penalty to one hundred dollars for the first violation, two hundred fifty dollars for the second and five hundred dollars for the third.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:14 P.M. 

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve the text amendment for Section 7-8 Penalties. Councilman Fowler seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:15 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a text amendment for Section 4-51 Prohibited Activities.

Manager Moore stated that the Fire Chief, Marshall and Police Chief recommended an update of this ordinance since the ordinance was drafted prior to the creation of the fire department. The word change requested would be stated as “fire department” instead of “police department”.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:16 P.M. 

Councilman Medlin made the motion to approve the text amendment for Section 4-51 Prohibited Activities. Councilman Helms seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:16 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a text amendment for Section 4-8 Cooking devices on beach.

Manager Moore stated that the Fire Chief, Marshall and Police Chief recommended an update of this ordinance since the ordinance was drafted prior to the creation of the fire department. The word change requested would be stated as “Fire Chief” instead of “Chief of Police”.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:17 P.M. 

Councilman Medlin made the motion to approve the text amendment for Section 4-8 Cooking devices on beach. Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:19 P.M. to open public hearing for comment of zoning of newly annexed property at 1990 Hwy 210E. 

Planner Rademacher stated that Mr. Thomas has recently annexed his property located on Highway 210 on the mainland.  The Town Council has requested a recommendation from the planning board on the zoning of this property.  This property is about 5 acres in size and has been zoned RA rural agricultural by Pender County.  All adjoining properties are zoned RA which are located within Pender Counties jurisdiction.  The Saltwater Landing subdivision, which was annexed by the town, is just up the road and is zoned R-10 residential.  Surrounding uses in this area are mainly residential in nature.  The Planning Board recommends zoning this property to R-10 residential, as this zoning will maintain the residential character of the area.
Public Hearing was closed at 7:20 P.M. 

Councilman Medlin made the motion to zone the property at 1990 Hwy 210 East to R-10 Residential.  Councilman Helms seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:21 P.M. to open public hearing for comment of BB&T Financing for water treatment plant land. 

Manager Moore presented Council with a proposal from the Branch Banking and Trust Company (BB&T) for financing of 40 acres for the Towns water treatment plant.  The amount to be financed is $440,000.00 for 5 years at 3.27% rate.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:22 P.M. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve Mayor Guy to sign the BB&T Financing Resolution approving financing terms from BB&T. Councilman Helms seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. Copy of Resolution is attached to these minutes.

Fire Prevention Week

Councilman Fowler made the motion to approve the Proclamation for Fire Prevention Week. Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.  Proclamation was presented to Fire Chief Rivenbark, Asst. Chief Bogan, and Fire Fighter James.
Fire Fighter Appreciation Month

Amy Pollock representing Muscular Dystrophy Association stated that this was the second year the Fire Department had participated in the “Fill The Boot” Campaign.  Town of Surf City Fire Department presented Christina, granddaughter of Dot Bland, with a check for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve the Proclamation for Fire Fighter Appreciation Month. Motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.  Proclamation was presented to Fire Chief Rivenbark, Asst. Chief Bogan, and Fire Fighter James.

Designation of Voting Delegate and Voting Alternate for NCLM Conference

Upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Fowler, Mayor Guy was unanimously designated as the voting delegate for the upcoming League conference and Councilman Medlin was designated as the alternate voting delegate.

Update of Advisory Boards

Manager Moore stated that with some board members leaving and new ones being added, staff was providing an updated list of Advisory Board Members to be approved.

Councilman Helms made the motion to approve the updated list of Advisory Board members. Motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Discussion on Fire Limit District

Attorney Lanier stated the he had a discussion with the Department of Insurance to receive recommendation regarding the area required and if there was room for movement of the fire district. He would like to revisit to eliminate hardship of some owners. The recommendation of the staff (Town Manager, Fire Chief, Inspector, Planner, Town Attorney) was to set a public hearing to receive input from citizens on proposed fire limit as requited by North Carolina General Statue 160A-435. 

Councilman Medlin made a motion to set a public hearing to receive input from citizens on proposed fire limit on November 3, 2004. Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried. 

Sea Oats –Sketch Plan
Planner Rademacher stated that Mr. Pierce had submitted a sketch plan design for a 14 lot commercial subdivision located on Highway 50/210.  The property is zoned C-3 commercial which allows for the development of 10, 000 foot commercial lots.  A paved street will provide access, which is yet to be named.  Water lines are already in place for this subdivision and sewer design has been approved by the state with the provision that no food services are allowed to tap onto the sewer line in this subdivision.  Sidewalks, street trees and storm water design all still need to be approved.
The Planning Board recommended the approval of the submitted sketch plan for the developer to go forward with preliminary plan approval.

Councilman Medlin made a motion to approve the Sea Oats sketch plan. Motion was seconded by Councilman Fowler and unanimously carried. 

GovDeals

Town Clerk Arnold presented the Council with a request to authorize the Town Manager to sign the seller’s agreement with GovDeals to assist the town in disposing of surplus equipment. The benefits of using GovDeals were to produce higher price and larger audience of buyers.

Councilman Medlin made a motion to approve the authorization of the Town Manager to sign the seller’s agreement with GovDeals to assist the town in disposing of surplus equipment. Motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried. 

Surplus Property

Town Clerk Arnold requested the Council to declare the following items as surplus property.

1. 1990 17’ Lighting Skiff fiberglass Boat, 90HP Johnson Motor, and trailer.  

2. Rigid Hull Inflatable V Hull boat, Volvo 12 Cylinder motor, and trailer.

3. 1982 Seagrave 100’ Aerial Ladder Fire Apparatus

Councilman Medlin made a motion to surplus the above listed items as surplus and set a minimum amount received of $20,000 on the fire truck. Motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried. 
Tax Releases

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to Clerical errors.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the releases. Council unanimously approved the motion. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.

Request by Mo Afify, A’N’A Builders, Inc.

Manager Moore presented the Council with a request from Mo Afify, owner of A’N’A Builders, Inc. A’N’A Builders are planning to develop the 10-acre site at the corner of Hwy 50 and Belt Rd.  They plan on building a 43,000 square foot high end strip mall and four out-parcels on the front 5 acres and a resort style condominium complex (96 units) on the back five acres.  

· A’N’A Builders Inc. request that the speed limit on Highway 50, from Belt Rd. in, to be reduced to 45 MPH.  This would not only help them with the length of the right turning lane into their complex, but also minimize the safety issues on Hwy 50. This is the main entrance into town and traffic can be heavy, especially during the tourist season.  People are driving slow looking for a restaurant, put-put, Ace Hardware or one of the many amenities on Hwy 50 while others are in a hurry.  Currently there are minimal right hand turn lanes and as this strip along Hwy 50 develops the problem will get worse. According to DOT Surf City will need to pass a resolution to request the reduction of speed before they will act. 

· A’N’A Builders Inc. stated that DOT is telling them that by adding this strip mall they will generate the need for a traffic light (Cost $250,000 according to Dot).  Currently the traffic counts that have been performed at this intersection have been during the winter when traffic is not as heavy as the summer month.  A’N’A Builders have requested that Surf City help with the traffic count study during the high season (September 4 weekend).  They believe that a traffic light should have been added long ago that it is impossible to go straight across to Belt Rd. ¾ of the year.

· A’N’A Builders Inc. are requesting assistance with the +/-$400,000 tap fess. Stating that the additional revenues that will be generated for Surf City will much surpass this upfront development cost.

Councilman Fowler made the motion to authorize the Police Department to study the need for a speed limit reduction during both season. Motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.   

Update Report– Cavanaugh Assoc. 

Gus Simmons presented Council with an update on several projects.

· Surf City Bike Path – Authorization to begin construction was received from the Program Planning Branch of NCDOT.  Cavanaugh has initialized the bid advertisement process, advertising the project in the Carolina Association of General Contractors publication and web page.  Copies of the advertisement were sent to the Raleigh, Fayetteville, and Greenville plan rooms of the CAGC. In the process of contacting specific contractors who have expressed interest in the project and notifying them of the posting.  Cavanaugh suggest that the advertisement also be placed in a regional newspaper, such as the Wilmington Star News.   The bid opening is set to occur on November 5, 2004 at 1:00 pm.

· Surf City Island Pump Station Updates – The latest delivery date that was relayed by the contactor for delivery of the generator is November 4, 2004, but the electrical contractor indicated that arrival might be sooner.  The contractor and the manufacturer confirm that the multitude of emergency generator needs in Florida and the Gulf Coast have delayed delivery and backed up all generator orders for other areas.  The concrete pad for the generator was formed today and will be poured tomorrow.  The electrical contractor will also be finalizing the wiring associated with the generator throughout the next several days, in anticipation of the late October arrival of the generator. 

· Surf City Permit Assistance – Cavanaugh has worked with the Town and several other contractors to obtain construction estimates for the installation of a flow meter and vault at the existing WWTP.  The first few estimates came back very high. Cavanaugh is in the process of final negotiations with a contractor that should fall well within budget.

· Surf City Collection System Extensions – Cavanaugh needs to acquire the testing results of the line from Surf City public Works and the contractor to finalize the Engineer’s Certification for the permit for the work.  Cavanaugh will have this completed by the end of October.

· Surf City 201 Facilities Plan – The Construction Grants & Loans Division of NCDENR has provided the first set of comments and responses to the 201 Plan we submitted.  The comments for the most part were expected and positive in nature.  The primary response items are regarding the site-specific information that is needed once the land application site is finalized. Cavanaugh is prepared to submit an initial response to CG&L relative to the progress that has been garnered regarding the land application site, and will provide the updated, site-specific information as soon as possible after securing the land application site.

· Surf City Mainland Pump Station – Cavanaugh has contacted and discussed at length the opportunities to acquire a small parcel of property in the Little Kinston Road area on the mainland.  A meeting has tentatively been scheduled for the afternoon of Friday, October 15, 2004.  This property owner is interested in a variety of acquisition options, including fee simple and other usage-based transfers and cost shares.  Cavanaugh request that a representative of the Town land acquisition board, as well as Dean Wise, be present for the meeting.  The meeting will be held in the Town of Surf City Town Hall. 

· Surf City Land Application Site – After numerous attempts at contact and discussions with representatives of the land owner, the only response Cavanaugh was able to obtain was a request for submission of a proposal of the Town’s desire to acquire the land.  In an effort to stimulate greater interest by the decision-makers associated with the landowner, Cavanaugh has been directed by the Town Manager to prepare a proposal that outlines all of the acquisition options. Cavanaugh will have this proposed completed by October 19, 2004, and will arrange a meeting with the duly appointed committee of the Town of Surf City Council relative to the land acquisition at their earliest convenience thereafter to review and solicit review comments. 

· Cavanaugh requested a work session for Phase I Budget.

Update Report on Water System – W.K. Dickson

Dan Dawson & Don Covil presented Council with a summary of data for selected groundwater supply and test wells in the vicinity of Surf City. 

Currently there are 3 wells, 2 that date back to the 60’s and a new one with high iron levels in the Castle Hayne aquifers.  The Pee Dee aquifer has great potential for the town to provide larger volumes of quality water.  The current need for the water treatment plant may be pushed back if these test sites are suitable. 

Councilman Medlin made the motion to approve $15,000 for WK Dickson to do 3 more test wells to attempt to locate quality water.  Councilman Helms seconded motion, which was unanimously carried. 

Public Forum

Kate Failey, 116 N. Topsail Drive, thanked the Council for revisiting the fire district request and asked for the Council to consider her concern. The fire district was something she did not know when purchased the lot and found out when presented the site plan for the first building.  

Council Forum
Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming. Councilman Curley updated the Council on Beach Nourishment. The Shoreline Protection Committee signed the Interlocal agreement with Pender County joining and Onslow County considering joining. On October 19th will be holding an organizational meeting to discuss budget. 

Last month the Council approved authorization to engage Profession Services Contract for Performance of a Cultural Resources Survey to help the Corp of Engineers continue with our Beach Nourishment Projects to keep them from falling behind. The Corp provided a disk to send to contractors but mistakenly enclosed a cost estimate on the last page which case the bid proves to be pulled.  The Commission is look for more in-kind projects to participate in. 

Councilman Medlin appreciated everyone coming tonight.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for coming.

Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for coming and sharing their thoughts.

Councilman Helms thanked everyone for coming.

Mayor Guy thanked everyone for coming and for allowing him to serve the community.

Manager Reports 

· Community Center moving forward for grant submitted for October 15 to request a one-year grace period extension.

· Financial spreadsheets in next 10 days

· Request wastewater workshop and water workshop at the same time so funds could be discussed.

· Submitted grant for elevated tank

· Since bathrooms at park opened in July there has already been vandalism reported.

Town Attorney Report

No report at this time.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Helms and seconded by Councilman Fowler. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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