Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

February 5, 2002

Mayor Guy called the February Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Luther, Helms, Curley, and Medlin, town attorney Charles Lanier, town manager Patrick Thomas, town clerk Janet Chamblee, and finance officer Jane Kirk.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Luther led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the December 27, 2001 special meeting were unanimously approved upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms.  Minutes of the January 3 regular meeting were unanimously approved upon motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms.

Presentations

Mayor Guy and Chief of Police Halstead presented a certificate and honorary police officer membership to Rick Noyes for his assistance with the donation of two police motorcycles.  Mayor Guy and Joseph Rivenbark, Surf City fire chief, presented a plaque and certificate to Michael & Carolyn White for the many gifts they had given to the fire department.  

Public Hearings 

Zoning Map Amendments for Town Owned Properties

The public hearings for reclassification of five municipally owned properties as Governmental were opened at 7:10 p.m.  The Town proposed to rezone the Town Hall, Police Station, the former fire station lot located at the corner of Roland Avenue and North Topsail Drive, the Surf City Family Park, the new Fire Station, and the former Black property portion of the planned Soundside Park.  No one present wished to be heard and the hearings were closed at 7:12 p.m.  The ordinance rezoning the above indicated properties as Governmental was unanimously adopted upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms. 

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments

Mayor Guy opened the public hearings for public comments on proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendments at 7:14 p.m.  An explanation of the proposed amendments addressing 1) screening of outside storage in the C-3 zoning district, 2) language clarification for nonconforming mobile home parks expansion, 3) stormwater management requirements for mobile home and travel trailer parks, 4) conditional use permit hearing notice intervals, and 5) conditional use permit hearing authorization was given by the town manager.  

Debra Hicks, 2905 S. Shore Drive, asked if conditional use permits apply only to mobile homes.

No one else wished to speak and the hearings were closed and the regular meeting was reconvened at 7:18 p.m.  Councilman Helms moved to adopt the Zoning Ordinance text amendments attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Mid-Year Budget Report

Mr. Thomas announced that he had received a fax just prior to the meeting advising that Governor Easley had announced a fiscal emergency and would once again sequester local inventory tax refunds. For Surf City, this amounts to an estimated $20,000.  Mrs. Kirk presented a summary status report of the Town’s current operating budget.  
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False Alarms Ordinance

The town manager advised Council that as of November 21, 2001, 125 false alarm calls had gone into the police department, plus 23 false alarms received by the fire department.  Eight businesses accounted for 77 of the false alarms.  And nine false alarms from one business went into the police department last month.  Mr. Thomas recommended that the Town try to curb excessive false alarms by adoption of an ordinance that would fine an owner or user of an alarm device who failed to correct malfunctions in his alarm system.  Councilman Helms moved to adopt the excessive false alarms control ordinance as recommended by the town manager.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.

Debt Setoff Program

Mr. Thomas informed Council that for years the State had the authority to deduct debts owed by taxpayers from their State income tax refunds, and recently the NCLM and the County Commissioners Association were successful in allowing local governments to participate in the program. Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution authorizing participation in the debt setoff program.  

State-to-Municipal Street Maintenance Change – Atkinson Point Road

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to follow staff recommendation and request that Atkinson Point Road be transferred from the state maintenance to the municipal street maintenance system.  

Tax Releases

Taxes attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference were released upon motion of Councilman Medlin and second of Councilman Luther.  The motion unanimously carried.

Sewer Project Change Order

Mr. Thomas informed Council that as the sewer installation work progressed out the causeway, he learned that the design for the sewer was not as deep as it should have been to plan for future development.  Therefore, deeper cuts and more stone bedding were necessary than the engineer had projected.  Numerous underground utilities were also discovered which resulted in the lines being moved further from the pavement and substantial money to dissect all the trees located within the right-of-way where the sewer line could be installed.  Mr. Thomas asked Council to give him authority to approve change orders as long as they were within the project budget.  Councilman Medlin moved to allow the town manager to affect change orders as long as they were within the project budget.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Lump Sum Payment to SCVFD for Annexation of Express Market

Under NC General Statute provisions, municipalities are obligated to make annual payments to voluntary fire departments for debt assumption to offset loss of tax district revenue due to annexation by voluntary petition.  The Volunteer Fire Department has requested a lump sum payment instead of annual payments.  The calculated annual payment for debt assumption due on the Express Mart property was approximately $171.00 for 14 years (about $2,400 with an estimated three percent interest rate.)  Mr. Thomas determined that $1,900 would be an appropriate lump sum payment. Motion was made by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to agree to a current lump sum payment of $1,900 in settlement of the total debt assumption payments due.  
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Public Forum

Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, said that he had attended the water tower meeting last Saturday and he encouraged Council to proceed with construction of the tower, or to consider stopping all new construction until the Town had adequate water pressure.

Inez Bradt, Pender County Coordinator for Big Sweep and Volunteer Director of Pender Pride, addressed Council concerning active enforcement of litter laws.

Jean Beasley, 920 South Shore Drive, encouraged all residents to work harder to protect our planet.

Debra Hicks, 2905 S. Shore Drive, applauded the efforts of Mrs. Bradt and Mrs. Beasley.  She asked that the Town Council determine why there is a problem with low water pressure at the southern end of town.  She said that she understood that the closing by the Town on the Crutchfield Avenue lots was postponed.   She asked for a copy of the written agreement postponing closing (if the agreement was in written form) and for the new closing date.  She said she felt sure that every resident in Surf City would be happy to pay a special assessment, $100, to place the tower in another area-not between two houses.

Lou Cheilik, 1708 S. Shore Drive, asked the Town to place trashcans on the beach.  She believed the number of cans placed only at the public accesses was sufficient.  

Council Forum

Councilman Curley thanked the citizens for attending Council meetings.

Councilman Medlin said that he wanted to come to an agreement about the water tank.  

Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked folks for attending the meeting and trying to work together.

Councilman Luther complimented the town manager for getting the recreation center grant application submitted, and for his work on the water tower meeting last week.  He gave a report on the Shore Protection Project.

Councilman Helms thanked folks for their attendance and comments, and for Saturday’s polite and organized meeting at the fire station.  He said he was hopeful that a satisfactory solution could be worked out with the water tower.  He said he also knew that no one wanted the tower in his backyard, but that it was the Town’s responsibility to protect life and property.

Mayor Guy thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He pledged to continue to do everything he could to keep the public informed.  Mayor Guy reported that he attended a meeting in Pine Knoll Shores and saw beach nourishment in the making.  Although expensive, it works, he said.  He said that all town employees strive to stay up to date with changes, and that the town clerk will attend the IIMC conference in May.  He reported that the Economic Development Committee was taking the initiative to try and plan for growth management that the community needs.  He related that the Special Events Committee had met twice to plan special events, especially for Independence Week, the Christmas holidays, and a competitive type event for next spring.  The committee recommended that a master calendar of events be established and maintained by an organization, like the local Chamber.  Mayor Guy said that he had been in public service for years, and that although he did not like conflict, it sometimes occurred when decisions were made.  He promised to continue to do his best for Surf City.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. upon motion of Councilman Medlin and second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

__________________________




__________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

