Town of Surf City 

Special Council Meeting

August 20, 2002

Mayor Guy called the special meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 5:32 pm for the purpose of discussing sewer assessment fees.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther were also present for the meeting, as were the town manager, town clerk, and finance officer.  

Mayor Guy permitted comments from the public concerning the proposed assessment fees.  

· Buddy Fowler, 421 Atkinson Point Road, expressed appreciation to Council for considering a reduction in assessment fees. At the last Council meeting, Council authorized a $15.00 plumbing inspection fee in conjunction with connection to the system, and Mr. Fowler asked that the Town Council reduce the $28 per front foot sewer assessment fee or waive the $15.00 inspection fee.

· Howard Batts, 129 Shae’s Landing Drive, owns vacant undeveloped property along the causeway and Little Kinston Road.  Mr. Batts asked for additional time to pay the assessment fees and still receive the 30% discount.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to reduce the front foot assessment rate from $28.00 to $23.00,and Councilman Medlin seconded the motion.  In discussion, Councilman Helms said that although he did not own property that would be affected by assessment fees, he understood the assessment cost concerns of the affected property owners, but that the Council had to look at the cost to the Town, which was already 64-65% of the total project cost.  He said that he believed $23.00 was too low, and could not support such a large reduction when, if assessed at 100% of the cost of the project, would have resulted in a front foot cost of as much as $48.00.  He said he was willing to support a $3.00 reduction of the front foot rate.  Councilman Luther said that he appreciated Mayor Pro Tem Albury’s suggestion, but that the Council had been fiscally responsible since he had been on the Board, and the project was already costing the Town and all the taxpayers $48.00 per front liner foot, and he did not see how the Council could go lower nor could he support anything lower than an assessment fee of $28.00 per front foot.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury said that she had been on the Council when the Annexation Services Plan was adopted by Council and the sewer assessment fee was set not to exceed $28.00 a front foot, but that nothing was written in stone, and all the taxpayers should help to pay for the cost of this project.  Councilman Curley said he thought that the Town Council was responsible to all the Surf City folks and since the Surf City property owners—from Onslow County to the Topsail Beach/Surf City town limits—were already paying 60% of the cost to provide sewers to the annexed property, property owners in the annexed area should pay the 40%.  Councilman Helms pointed out that when municipal sewers were first built in Surf City, the Town sold bonds to fund the project, and that the Town is still making payments on those sewer bonds.  He continued to say that the Town took the money from its water/sewer capital reserve fund this time in order to avoid additional 
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debt payments.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury said that the people in the annexed area were not asked if they wanted to be annexed, and that if the Town does an annexation in the future, these people would help pay the cost to extend services to the new area. Mayor Guy restated the motion to reduce the assessment fee to $23.00 per front foot.  The motion was defeated by a vote of 2 to 3, with Mayor Pro Tem Albury and Councilman Medlin voting aye, and Councilmen Curley, Luther, and Helms voting no.

Councilman Helms moved to reduce the sewer assessment fee to $25.00 per linear front foot, and adopt the resolution approving the assessment roll.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and carried by a vote of 3 to 2 with Councilmen Helms and Medlin and Mayor Pro Tem Albury voting aye, and Councilmen Luther and Curley voting no.

Councilman Curley announced that the Spring Fling Committee will try to use the Marina property again next year, but had requested the use of the Soundside Park if the marina property was not available.  Councilman Curley moved to allow use of the Soundside Park for Spring Fling next year if the marina property is not available.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. upon the motion of Councilman Luther and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.
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A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

