Town of Surf City

Special Council Meeting Minutes

May 29, 2001

Mayor Guy called the special Council meeting for presentation of the fiscal 01-02 budget to order at 5:32 p.m.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council members Helms, Blizzard, Medlin, and Luther, Patrick Thomas, town manager, Jane Kirk, finance officer, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  

Invocation was given by Councilman Luther.

Mr. Thomas reviewed the Budget Message with Council, and informed Council that, with the exception of a couple capital issues, there would be no strain on the budget.  

In response to Mayor Guy’s request that Council members individually express any questions or concerns they had concerning the budget, Councilman Helms asked that five percent salary increases be considered rather than the three percent recommended in the budget.  He didn’t want to see any reduction in fire department personnel, and expressed support of the first fire department budget option.   Motion was made by Councilman Helms to keep the existing staff level in the fire department.  Councilman Medlin seconded the motion.  In discussion, Councilman Medlin asked the number of fire calls annually, and Mr. Thomas presented a history of total fire calls, including mutual aid calls, during the previous twelve-month period.  The history included response to six structural fires in Surf City, investigations, motor vehicle situations, and five hazardous materials calls.  Councilman Luther questioned whether the paid department had taken the training that Council expected of them.  There was brief discussion of the two budget options for the fire department – more money in equipment v no reduction in paid personnel.  Captain Bogan, SCFD, addressed Council about reduced fire damage due to rapid intervention, training, and fire apparatus.  In discussion of further improvement of the ISO rating, Mr. Thomas advised that the ISO rating has many different dimensions, some of which have nothing to do with the fire department, but are tied to the water department.  Comparison with other towns revealed that some had no paid personnel, and some had less paid personnel than Surf City.   Burgaw has one paid person, a budget less than Surf City’s, four times the number of calls as Surf City, twice the structural fires as Surf City, and the same ISO rating as Surf City.  There was discussion about the number of personnel needed to staff the station 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The motion made by Councilman Helms passed by a 4 to 1 vote; Councilman Blizzard voted no.

Councilman Helms asked about recommended funding to the Chamber and special events.  

Mayor Pro Tem Albury believed the salary increases should remain at three percent.

Mayor Guy suggested that Council members review the proposed budget, and if they have any questions or concerns, that they call Mr. Thomas.  Mr. Thomas said that he would write down the questions he receives, and his responses, and share them with of members of Council.  Mr. Thomas pointed out that June 8 is the earliest date that the budget can be adopted.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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