Town of Surf City

Special Council Meeting Minutes

December 27, 2001

Mayor Guy called the special meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 11:15 a.m., and Councilman Medlin gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were Councilmen Luther, Medlin, Curley, and Helms, Patrick Thomas, town manager, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury was absent from the meeting.

Conditional Use Permit Application – Topsail Island Boataminium

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing for comments on the conditional use permit application submitted by Ed Hill for Topsail Island Boataminium.  Patrick Thomas was sworn and presented testimony about the conditions relating to dry boat storage in the C-3 Commercial District, and the Planning Board recommendation for approval of the conditional use permit.  Mr. Thomas testified that a full site plan had not yet been submitted, that Mr. Hill’s engineer was still working on the stormwater management plan for the project.  He testified that the proposed project location would be on the rear portion of a site adjacent to NC 50-210 and across the street from the new hardware store building, that the storage facility would consist of two one-story buildings for the purpose of storing boat and recreational vehicles.  Mr. Thomas testified that Council must, after the hearing and in order to issue the conditional use permit, determine that the findings are consistent with those listed in Section 12.3 of the Zoning Ordinance.

The town clerk swore Ed Hill, 811 Woodcove Road, Wilmington, NC.  Mr. Hill testified that the facility would be screened with vegetative screening and a fence.  He testified that it would be unmanned.  In response to questions from Council, Mr. Hill testified that the units would be individual units with optional doors, that he would write into the covenants that boat repair or maintenance was prohibited on site, and that the facility would be kept clean – similar to the one at Wrightsville Beach, except on a smaller scale.  Mr. Hill testified that based on his investigation, similar existing facilities were filled.  He said that the units would be offered for sale or rent.  He testified that the storm water management plan was incomplete; the engineer had to take soil samples to determine the necessary depth of the detention pond.

Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, Surf City, was sworn.  He questioned whether Mr. Hill’s intent was to also store recreational vehicles.

Carol Ryce, 14061 Highway 50, Surf City, was sworn, and stated that she owns property across the street from the project site and adjacent to the hardware store. She questioned whether boat repair would be permitted on site.  She said that she wanted Council, the building inspector, and other town staff to know that there were some projects where all the conditions placed on the projects had not been met.  She testified that she was concerned that the landscaping and buffering would not be done.  She felt it was important that the landscaping and vegetative screening be completed in accordance with the site plan because the causeway (proposed location of the boataminium) sets the tone for the entry into Surf City.  

Mr. Thomas asked Mr. Hill if any storage would be permitted outside the buildings, and whether he was comfortable with the storage being confined to the inside of the buildings. (He was.)

In response to additional questions and concerns, Mr. Hill testified that his covenants would also include a provision to prohibit anyone for staying on site in the recreational vehicles, and that commercial boat repair would also be prohibited on site.  
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There were no other comments and the hearing was closed at 11:38 a.m.

Council found that the use requested was listed among the conditional uses in the district for which the application was made, that the requested use would not impair the integrity or character of the surrounding or adjoining districts nor adversely affect the safety, health, morals or welfare of the community or of the immediate neighbors of the property, that the requested use was essential or desirable to the public convenience or welfare, that the requested use would be in conformity with the land use plan, that adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, sanitation, or other necessary facilities had been or would be provided, that adequate measures had been or  would be taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to minimize the traffic congestion in the public streets, and that the conditional use would, in all other respects, conform to the applicable regulations of the district in which it would be located.  Based on the findings of fact, Councilman Helms moved to approve the conditional use permit for Topsail Island Boataminium provided the following conditions were met:

1. Submission and approval of a subdivision of the property, including the documentation required for a shared property access and a 75-foot lot frontage;

2. Submission and approval of an acceptable site plan for the development;

3. Compliance with the screening requirements associated with dry storage of boats;

4. Prohibition of boat maintenance and repairs on site, including scraping the bottoms of boats;

5. Prohibition of the use of recreational vehicles to be used for living purposes on site; and

6. Submission of a storm water plan to adequately address storm water management on both tracts of property.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther and unanimously carried.

Interlocal Agreement-Occupancy Tax Collection

Recent Senate Bill 92 authorized the levy of a three percent occupancy tax within Pender County, with the net proceeds of the tax collected in Surf City and Topsail Beach to be returned to the two towns for use in beach renourishment.  The town manager recommended that it would be most economical for each town to collect the tax for the County, and he explained the basis of his recommendation.  Following discussion, upon motion Councilman Medlin, and second of Councilman Helms, Council unanimously approved the resolution establishing an interlocal agreement with Pender County for the Town of Surf City to collect that portion of Pender County occupancy tax that applies within the Town of Surf City.

Requests to NC Department of Transportation

Mr. Thomas informed Council that Mayor Guy had met with Lanny Wilson and conveyed requests for three major projects that the Town is seeking.  The projects included the widening of the balance of the causeway, widening of Highway 210 to US 17, and the drainage problems on Town roadways.  Mayor Guy did receive a commitment that DOT would extend the center turn lane on Highway 50-210 all the way to the Highway 50-210 intersection.

Soundside Park Update

Mr. Thomas updated Council on the status of the major CAMA permit for the new park.  Mayor Guy announced that the local Kiwanis Club was committed to helping with the park as an on-
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going project.  Mr. Thomas indicated that as soon as the former Black portion of the property was cleaned, the Town would seek sponsors, including the Kiwanis Club, for particular park facilities.  Mr. Thomas said that he was contacting engineering firms in the area, trying to locate engineers who have expertise in park design.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 12:02 p.m.

________________________




__________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

