Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

August 5, 2003

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, and Finance Clerk Jane Kirk.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the June 3, 2003 Regular Council Meeting were recommended for approval by the Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Minutes of the June 4, 2003 Budget Workshop were recommended for approval by the Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Minutes of the July 1, 2003 Regular Council Meeting were recommended for approval by the Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Presentation

Town Manager Michael Moore presented to Mayor Guy a photograph from the Independence Day Celebration for 2003. The print was donated to the Town Council by Photographer Conrad Pope and Judy & Mike Hendy of Topsail Art Gallery. 

Proxy

Mayor Guy presented to Council a written copy of  Councilman Luther’s request for proxy vote pertaining to the public hearing being held at tonight’s meeting. Councilman Luther is out of town undergoing medical treatment. Councilman Medlin made a motion to accept the proxy vote and the motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:08 p.m. to open the public hearing for text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance, which will eliminate multi-family as a use by right.

Town Manager Moore presented a zoning text amendment request to eliminate multi-family from the R-5 Zoning District.  The applicants feel a text amendment would help to protect the integrity of the established single-family neighborhood.  The concern expressed was that with increased development and land cost, more multi-family projects could be constructed in areas that have been mainly developed for single-family homes and duplexes.  The applicants are seeking to maintain less intense use of the land in the R-5 zoning district.  The current ordinance allows for multi-family provided you have enough land.  For example, 8,500 square feet of land is needed for a duplex with an additional 2,500 square feet of land needed for each additional unit above two. Attached to these minutes is the request and signed petitions of those that requested the zoning text amendment. 

Inez Bradt,107 Karen Drive, asked a question about  the height limit for structures in Surf City.

Mayor Guy stated that the height limit is 48 feet.

Ray McDonald, 13 Maritime, one of the residences on the petition for the zoning ordinance change request spoke in favor of the text amendment.

Mike Hendy, 410 S. Shore Dr., spoke in favor of the zoning text change. He would like to retain the current culture and for the town to stay the same with nice planned modest growth. He stated he doesn’t mind nice planned modest growth.

Mayor closed Public Hearing was closed at 7:12 P.M.

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to change the ordinance with the text amendment as recommended by the Planning Board.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms.  Councilman Luther voted in favor of the change through proxy vote. Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution relating to drainage easement R-03-08-03

Town Manager Moore presented a Resolution for the Department of Transportation to construct and maintain a storm water drainpipe onto property owned by the Town of Surf City. Councilman Helms made the motion to approve the Resolution and seconded by Councilman Medlin. Motion carried unanimously. A copy of this resolution is attached to these minutes. 

Beautification Committee Appointment
Mayor Guy stated that the Beautification and Appearance Committee members were appointed by individual governing board members.  Councilman Helms had appointed Muriel St. Johns and her term expires November 30, 2003.  Mrs. St. John resigned in May 2003 because of health reasons. Councilman Helms requested that Nancy Washburn be appointed to the Beautification Committee.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to appoint Mrs. Washburn and seconded by Councilman Medlin.  Motion carried unanimously.

Resolution in Support of CAMA Grant Application R-03-08-01

Town Manager Moore presented a Resolution in support of CAMA Public Beach and Coastal Water Access Grant Application for Soundside Park Phase III. Grant amount requested is $198,000. Motion was made by Councilman Medlin to adopt Resolution and seconded by Councilman Helms.  Motion carried unanimously. A copy of this resolution is attached to these minutes. 

Resolution in Support of CAMA Grant Application R-03-08-02
Town Manager Moore presented a Resolution in support of CAMA Public Beach and Coastal Water Access Grant Application for Improving Beach Access Public Parking. Grant amount requested is for $12,000. Motion was made by Councilman Helms to adopt Resolution and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Forum

Agnes Johnston, 7069 7th Street, asked the Town Manger where the water from the drainage easement was going.  Manager stated the location of the drain was on the lot beside the post office and Eagles and the water would then drain out into the sound Mrs. Johnston questioned if the Town LOGO could be made available to the general population as patches for families not just advisory boards.  Mayor Guy asked that the public give the Town Clerk ample time to look into the matter and to get information together for the next council meeting.

Al Alphin, 120 Channelbend, questioned what is being done with regards to erosion at the town limits with  Topsail Beach regarding the exposed sand bags.  The Mayor said the Department of Transportation has been made aware of the issue and they are investigating. Manager Moore stated that he had talked with Robert Vause again about the sand bags this week. DOT has permit through 2008 to place sand on these bags for road stabilization and Mr. Vause will be monitoring.

Larry Resnick, 7069 7th Street, raised the question, if the dunes could be rebuilt at the roadway so that people could not drive upon them.

Irez Bradt,  107 Karen Drive , stated she has been here since 1964 and at that time could count all houses on one hand that could be seen from hers.  She complimented Council for keeping things under control and stated Council was doing a great job.

Paul Brant, 124 Seagul Ct., stated that the fuel tank that belongs to Beach House Marina was despicable sight and questioned if the Beautification Committee could work on getting them to provide a fence and landscaping.  He stated that the landscaping they have planted would take 15 years to grow large enough to improve the sight.  He also stated that the tank at Ace Hardware needs some type of landscaping so as not to be a distraction o the entranceway. 

Joannie Kennedy, 614 S, Shore Drive, wanted to thank the Council for the Zoning change tonight and had a question regarding side setback for fish cleaning table. Mayor Guy stated that the Inspector and Planner would need to advise on the side setback and they would be getting up with her regarding the side setback.

Agnes Johnston, 7069 7th Street, stated that the Beautification Committee has in its minutes where they approached Beach House Marina regarding the fuel tank and requested getting them to cover with a mural.  Mayor Guy commented that Beach House Marina had approached him and they are going to cover the tanks. 

Council Forum
Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming tonight and sharing their input.  He requested all to remember upcoming elections and encouraged all to be active.

Councilman Medlin thanked every one for attending tonight.  He stated that council truly never knows something is a problem unless the citizens bring it to their attention. Councilman Medlin also stated that the photograph taken by Conrad Pope was beautiful.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that she wanted to thank all for coming tonight and it was great seeing everyone. She stated that the Council is trying its best to do things right and it is up to the citizens to let us know how we are doing. Sixth Street was paved and hopefully water will not still be as big a problem. Staff is to watch and see if the overlay helped with the water problem.
Councilman Helms stated he hoped residents of 6th Street were happy on their newly paved road and that he hopes council could do more at a later date. He stated he hoped the Town would add more to the Fireworks next year and thanked the Hendy’s and Mr. Pope for the Independence Day Celebration photograph.  

Mayor Guy stated he wanted to thank staff for all the hard work this season.  He stated that the availability to reach the cable company is being worked on.  Mayor Guy stated that the Kiwanis Club sponsored the Spring Fling. Last year Councilman Curley was the chairman and under his leadership raised more money then ever before.  The Kiwanis Club have announced they will have changed the date for next year to June 11,12,and 13, 2004.  They have also changed name to Summer Fest.  Our current ordinances do not allow alcohol on Town property but the Council has the right to give permission if a community group, were the money goes back into the community, request the use of property to approve such a request.  The Mayor requested authorization to allow Kiwanis Club to hold the Summer Fest on Town Property. The Motion was made by Councilman Curley to approve allowing the Kiwanis to us Soundside Park for the 2004 Summer Fest, seconded by Councilman Helms. Motion carried unanimously.

Hwy 50/210 to Hwy 17 Widening and Resurfacing

Mayor Guy stated that the access way into the Town in this 2003 calendar year, DOT is to widen from Hwy 50/210 to Hwy 17 by adding 2 feet on each side and to resurface the roadway. In the calendar year of 2004 starting at Hwy 210 west down Hwy 50 the roadway will be widened to 27’ to Holly Ridge.

Manager Reports

· Irene Harrell expressed how very appreciative she is on 6th Street getting repaved and thanks Council.
· Two concrete pads under picnic shelters at the Soundside Park have been poured though a donation from 4M Construction company and our Fire Chief is getting donations from local contractors to complete concrete pads for each shelter. 

· Town Newsletter will be here next Friday and hopefully in mail starting Monday. 

· North Carolina’s Coastal Habitat Protection Plan will be holding a public meeting Tuesday August 12, 2003 at Dixon High School in Holly Ridge. 

Town Attorney Reports

No Town Attorney Report. 

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

