Town of Surf City 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 4, 2002

The regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Guy.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, attorney Charles Lanier, interim town manager J. Michael Moore, town clerk Janet H. Chamblee, finance officer Jane Kirk, and town planner Todd Rademacher were also present for the meeting. 

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the May 8 meeting were unanimously approved upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Medlin.  Minutes of the May 24 special meeting were unanimously approved upon motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Topsail Island Boataminium Site Plan

The Topsail Island Boataminium site plan was submitted for Council approval.  The land, located on NC Highway 50-210 across from Ace Hardware, was subdivided into two parcels – one parcel for development of the boataminium and the other for future development of a car wash facility.  The proposed boataminium consists of two single story buildings with a total of 28 storage spaces.  The facility will be unmanned, but gated.  An access code for emergency personnel will be provided to the fire department.  Upon recommendation of the Planning Board, the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council unanimously approved the site plan for Topsail Island Boataminium.

Oceanaire Estates, Lot 4 Final Plat

The final plat for Lot 4 of Oceanaire Estates was unanimously approved upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Luther.  

Request for Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to Permit Landscape & Garden Centers in C-3 Commercial Districts

Kenny & Jean Merritt submitted an application for a Zoning Ordinance text amendment to permit landscape and garden centers in the C-3 commercial district.  The proposed amendment would permit landscape materials to be stored and sold on site.  The Planning Board was concerned that the proposed use would not benefit a resort area nor enhance the visual impact onto the island, and recommended that the text amendment not be approved. Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to follow the recommendation of the Planning Board. Councilman Luther seconded the motion. In discussion, Councilman Helms asked if there would be a building on the site.  Councilman Medlin said he thought Mr. & Mrs. Merritt planned to build an office with bathroom facilities. He recommended that mulch and rock for such businesses be stored in bins instead of just being piled on the property.  He suggested that the Planning Board consider setting criteria to make landscape and         
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garden centers a conditional use.  Following discussion, Council voted unanimously to 

deny the request for a text amendment to permit landscape and garden centers in the C-3 commercial district.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment for Building and Accessory Structures

The proposed text amendment would define accessory structures, permitted uses and setback requirements.  Councilman Helms moved to schedule a public hearing on the proposed amendment to be held at the next regular Council meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther and unanimously carried.

Subdivision Ordinance Text Amendment Addressing Street Connectivity

The text amendment recommended by the Planning Board would establish a policy addressing street connectivity for new subdivisions.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to set a hearing on July 9 for public comments on a text amendment to street connectivity.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments for Application Deadlines

Motion was made by Councilman Luther, seconded by Councilman Curley, and unanimously carried to adopt the application deadlines text amendments requiring that text amendment applications, site plans application, and plat applications be submitted at least 21 days in advance of the Planning Board meeting at which they will be considered.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments for Conditional Use Permit Hearings and Advertising

Motion was made by Councilman Helms to amend the conditional use permit hearings and advertising text amendments to conform to the advertising requirements for zoning ordinance map and text amendments – the first notice to be published not less than 10 days or more than 25 days before the hearing – and to provide that the public hearing on conditional use applications be held at the next available regular meeting of the Town Council if the application receives a favorable recommendation from the Planning Board.  If the application receives an unfavorable recommendation, Council shall decide whether to proceed with a public hearing.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to Require 20 Plat Copies for Conditional Use Permit Applications.

The ordinance currently does not require an adequate number of copies (to be used by staff, Planning Board and Council) for conditional use permit applications. The Planning Board recommended that the number of plan copies required be increased to 20.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to amend the Zoning Ordinance to require 20 plan copies for conditional use permit applications.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.
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Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment Determining an Appropriate Period of Validity for Sign Permits

The Zoning Ordinance fails to specify the period of time for which sign permits will be valid.  The Planning Board recommended that sign permits expire within three months from the date of issuance if the work is not begun within that time and that sign permits expire within six months if the sign installation is not completed within six months of the date of issuance. Councilman Luther moved to approve the proposed amendment to the sign ordinance. The motion was seconded by Councilman Curley and unanimously carried.

Zoning and Subdivision Ordinance Text Amendments to Increase the Planning Board Review Time on Amendments and Plats

The proposed amendment would allow the Planning Board 45 days, sufficient time for two regular meetings, for action on ordinance amendments before being forwarded to Council.  The proposed amendments increasing the Planning board review time to 45 days was unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Medlin, and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment for Yard Spaces on Lots Divided by Streets

The proposed amendment would clarify the application of yard space requirements when platted lots span rights-of-way, and require that when portions of a single lot lie on different sides of a street right-of-way, each portion of the lot divided by a street should separately meet yard space requirements.  Following discussion, it was the consensus of Council to send the proposed amendment back to the Planning Board and to work with the town attorney to determine what a dedicated street encompasses, then forward a recommendation to Council.  

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment for Front Yard Spaces on Flag Lots

Upon the motion of Councilman Curley and the second of Councilman Helms, the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to amend the definition of front yard was unanimously approved.  

Tree Ordinance Discussion

It was the consensus of the Council to direct the staff and Planning Board to draft a tree ordinance for the town to be proposed for Council consideration.

Discussion of Lifeguards

It was the consensus of Council for the interim manager to gather information about the idea of lifeguards for the town and report back to Council at a later date.
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NCDOT Resolution Requesting a Park Turn Lane & Installation of New Storm Drainage System Along NC 50-210

A resolution, requesting that NCDOT establish a turn lane into the new Soundside Park and install a new storm drainage system along NC Highway 50-210, was unanimously adopted upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

FY 2001-2002 Budget Amendments

The ordinances amending the fiscal 2001-2002 budget were unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Tax Releases

The list of taxes attached to these minutes and incorporated by reference was released upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and the second of Councilman Helms. 

Appointment of Representative to East Carolina Council of Governments

Councilman Medlin moved to appoint Mayor Guy as Surf City’s representative to the East Carolina Council of Governments.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.

Public Hearing Date and Adoption of Fiscal 2002-2003 Budget

Upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Councilman Medlin, Council set the public hearing and adoption of the fiscal 2002-2003 budget for Wednesday, June 19 at 8:00 a.m. at Town Hall.

Resolution Supporting a Transportation Enhancement Program Grant Application  

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the resolution supporting a TEP grant application for funding to continue the sidewalks project on the southern end of town, and if more money was awarded than required for completion of the sidewalks at the southern end of town, to construct sidewalks in the center of town, also.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Test Well Bid Opening and Tentative Contract Award

Bids for a test well were opened earlier this afternoon.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to, pending confirmation by the engineer, tentatively award the contract for a test well to A. C. Schultes of Carolinas, Inc., the apparent low bidder.

Public Forum

· Mr. James, 266 Atkinson Point Road, presented Council with some complaints from Atkinson Point Road and Little Kinston Road property owners concerning the on-going sewer project.  He was concerned about the apparent grade of the
Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 4, 2002

Page 5

sewer lines, and questioned why property owners would be assessed for installation of utilities when the property owners had not requested to be annexed into the town.  He complained about the junked equipment, old tires, and chemical containers stored on the lot at the northeast corner of NC Highway 50-210 and Atkinson Point Road.  He said that the pump station that was recently installed on Atkinson Point Road was an eyesore and asked that the Town landscape around the lift station.  

· Wanda Batts, 110 N. New River Drive, asked to have her property located on J. H. Batts Road annexed into the town.  She is requesting annexation because she wants to build a home and would like to connect to municipal water and sewer.

· Mike Scott, 2023 North New River Drive, complimented the Town on the new park and asked if there had been any request to turn the area inside the park into a no wake zone.  Councilman Medlin moved that the Town submit a request that the park area be designated a No Wake Zone.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.

· Carol Ryce, 14061 NC Highway 50, asked if a study had been done on the pattern of traffic coming onto the island.  She said that she recently heard a lot of complaints from customers about the traffic, and that the bridge approach was backed up for the last two weekends,

· Inez Bradt thanked the Town for helping with the litter problems by increasing the number of trash cans at beach crossovers and emptying the trash over Memorial Day weekend.  She informed Council that the Surf City, Atlantic Beach and Kure Beach piers would participate in a pilot pier litter project.

· Jean Luther, 108 Seagull Court, said that the Beautification Committee members decided at last month’s meeting to monitor Council and Planning Board meetings.  Each month the Committee designates a home of a month and a business of the month to compliment them for their efforts to beautify Surf City. Mrs. Luther complimented the landscaping that NCDOT did around town, and she asked how the town was addressing maintenance (watering, etc.) of the landscaping.

Council Forum

· Councilman Curley expressed appreciation for attendance at Council meetings and public comments.  He reminded folks that the Town’s fireworks display will be July 3 and that the July Council meeting was postponed until July 9.  He wished a happy Father’s Day to the fathers present.

· Councilman Medlin thanked all the appointed committees for their work, and thanked the citizens for attending the Council meeting.

· Mayor Pro Tem Albury also thanked folks for their attendance and encouraged them to speak about any problems they had.  She said that the Council, Planning Board, and Recreation Committee were working hard to make Surf City a better place to live.
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· Councilman Luther announced that there would be another beach nourishment status meeting with the US Army Corps of Engineers on Thursday and that a determination should be made by next spring of whether sand had been located offshore.  He explained that the project moved slowly, and that the Town was working to get additional funding for the project.

· Councilman Helms thanked Mrs. Bradt for helping to keep Surf City clean.  He said that he appreciated the Atkinson Point Road property owners coming to the meeting and asked that they give the Town time to complete the project.  He urged folks at the meeting to bring their neighbors to next month’s Council meeting. He informed the guests that bocci ball, shuffleboard, and horseshoes games had been added to the Soundside Park design.  He wished fathers a happy Father’s Day.  He urged folks to attend the fireworks display.  He said that a lot a people coming to Surf City results in traffic backing up, but that the police department was working with NCDOT and trying to ease the traffic problems.  He said he was thankful for the tourists and hoped that the realtors and business owners would have a good season.  He wished everyone a happy July 4th.

· Mayor Guy, too, thanked folks for coming to the meeting.  He announced that the Pender County Commissioners would hold a public hearing on June 17 about the sales tax.  He said that the interim manager would meet with Pender County Emergency Management Director, Carson Smith, to arrange a mock hurricane.  He said the July 4th celebration would be announced in the newspapers and invited all residents to attend Surf City’s celebration and to fly their flags over the holiday.  He announced that the former town manager had talked with Council earlier about Council members meeting with legislators to discuss revenues, and that Mr. Moore would organize some meetings with representatives to discuss the approximate $53,000 that Surf City was losing by Governor Easley withholding reimbursements. He said that the Town was still trying to secure one additional sewer easement on Sea Manor Drive.  He announced that Councilman Curley celebrated his birthday on May 22 and that Mayor Pro Tem Albury would have a birthday in a couple of days.  He briefly presented information about a proposed coastal coalition, made up of representatives from 20 NC coastal communities that would work on issues relative to coastal towns.  He presented a letter from a local Baptist church requesting to use the central beach access every Tuesday through August 6 from 7-10 p.m.  Upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and the second of Councilman Medlin, the request to use the central beach access as indicated was unanimously approved. Mayor Guy announced that the NC League of Municipalities was again sponsoring Town Hall Day in Raleigh, which would afford elected officials an opportunity to meet with legislators.
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Manager Reports

Mr. Moore reminded Council of the joint meeting with the Planning Board scheduled for Thursday, June 13 at 5:00 p.m., the Four Town Meeting at North Topsail Beach on June 20 at 6:30 p.m., and the public hearing called by the Pender County Commissioners concerning extension of the Town’s ETJ for July 8 at the Surf City Volunteer Fire Department.

Mr. Lanier had no reports for Council.

Closed Session to Discuss Personnel and Real Estate

In accordance with NCGS 143-318, and upon the motion of Councilman Helms, and the second of Councilman Luther, Council went into closed session at 8:45 p.m. to discuss personnel and real estate.

Council returned to open session at 8:55 p.m.

Councilman Curley pointed out that mayors’ portraits had not been discussed during the budget workshop.  It was the consensus of Council for the interim manager to calculate the cost for the project.  Councilman Curley did not believe that the proposal was viable at the present time, but suggested that something could possibly be done next year.  Mayor Guy suggested using the building the former town manager proposed for the old fire department lot as a historical building and hanging portraits of Surf City mayors there.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury said some property owners had asked how the Town could put that much money into portraits when the Town needed things such as beach renourishment so badly.  Councilmen Helms and Curley agreed.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m. upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms.

__________________________


______________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

Town of Surf City 
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Mr. Moore informed Council that Mr. Viner called to say that they were not interested in selling any more property at this time, including the property proposed for the recreation center, because of their tax situation.  Mr. Viner indicated that they might be interested in exchanging property for assessment fees.  Council authorized Mr. Moore and Mr. Lanier to negotiate with the property owners.

Mr. Moore proposed salary increases for two employees – Mike Halstead and Steve Padgett.  He recommended increasing Chief Halstead’s salary from $47,924 to $52,000, and increasing Mr. Padgett’s salary from $34,000 to $40,000.  Councilman Helms moved to increase the salaries as recommended, and Councilman Medlin seconded the motion. Councilman Curley asked if the proposed increase would pre-empt the 5% raise or if the 5% raise would be on top of the increase currently proposed.  He also questioned where the two employees were on their salary range scale.  Mr. Moore indicated that both employees would also receive the additional 5% increase, and Mayor Guy said that both employees were well within their salary range.  The motion unanimously carried.  

Council returned to regular session at 8:55 p.m.

__________________________


______________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

