Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting

September 3, 2002

Mayor Guy called the regular meeting of the Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms, Luther, Medlin, and Curley; Tim Oswalt, attorney; J. Michael Moore, town manager; Janet Chamblee, town clerk; Jane Kirk, finance officer; and Todd Rademacher, town planner.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the August 6 regular meeting were unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Helms, and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Minutes of the August 13 special meeting were unanimously approved upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms.

Minutes of the August 20 special meeting were unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms.

Public Hearing – Satellite Annexation of Property Located at 12691 NC Hwy 50

Mayor Guy opened the hearing at 7:06 p.m. for comments on the proposed satellite annexation of property belonging to Joseph and Dianna Rivenbark and located at 12691 NC Hwy 50.  Joe Paliotti asked who had requested the annexation and where the property was located.  In response to Councilman Luther’s question about town services, Mr. Rivenbark stated that no town services were being requested.  No other comments were offered and the hearing was closed at 7:08 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to adopt the annexation ordinance for property located at 12691 NC Highway 50.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Bland Shores Subdivision Final Plat

Mr. Rademacher explained that improvements (street, water and sewer lines installation) for the 11-lot subdivision had been made, and the final plat was being submitted for Council approval upon recommendation of the Planning Board.  Upon the motion of Councilman Helms, and the second of Councilman Medlin, the Town Council unanimously approved the final plat for Bland Shores Subdivision.

Oceanaire Estates Subdivision, Phase 4 – Preliminary Plan

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation and approve the preliminary plat for Oceanaire Estates Subdivision, Phase 4.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Surf City Auto Shine Site Plan

Upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms, the site plan for Surf City Auto Shine was unanimously approved with the understanding that the car wash will be connected to the municipal water system when requested to do so by the Town.
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The Corner Site Plan, Phase One

Mr. Dorazio, contractor for Leonard Denittis, informed Council that the site plan showed a stockade fence, but because of the narrow setback requirements, the Planning Board approved landscaping in place of the fence.   The site plan for The Corner, Phase One, a two-story 7,200 square foot building located on N. Topsail Drive, was unanimously approved as recommended by the Planning Board upon the motion of Councilman Luther and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments

Mr. Rademacher explained three proposed text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance recommended by the Planning Board.  Councilman Luther moved to proceed with a public hearing at the October regular Council meeting on the amendment to the sign ordinance requiring real estate signs to be removed within 30 days of a lease/rental agreement or sale of a property.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.  Councilman Medlin moved to schedule the required hearing on the proposed amendment to add specific requirements to the Town’s outdoor lighting policy. Councilman Luther seconded the motion, which unanimously carried.  Upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Luther, Council voted unanimously to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation and proceed with the scheduling of a hearing for comments on an amendment to require installation of sidewalks for new commercial development and new subdivisions.

Appointment of Firemen’s Relief Fund Trustee

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to appoint Councilman Luther as a trustee of the Local Firemen’s Relief Fund for another two-year term.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Resolution Authorizing Execution of the CAMA Contract

Upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Councilman Medlin, Council unanimously approved the resolution authorizing execution of an agreement with NC Division of Coastal Management designating the building inspector as Surf City’s local CAMA permit officer.  

Appointment of Board of Adjustment Member
Upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Luther, Oliver Alphin was appointed by the unanimous vote of Council to the Board of Adjustment.

Surfing Contest

Upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Medlin, Donna Martin-Leutgens and Dr. Tim Powell were given permission by Council to use the central beach access in conjunction with a surfing contest on the dates of September 7, 8, 14, and 15.  
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Contract Award for Advanced Core Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Update

Chris May, Executive Director of Cape Fear Council of Governments, addressed Council concerning a contract with the Town to develop an Advanced Core Land Use Plan.  Mr. May recommended that Haskell Rhett, who was previously on the Cape Fear COG staff, worked for the Division of Coastal Management, and was on the committee that designed the Advanced Core guidelines, be retained to develop the plan.  Mr. May promised that if given the contract, the work would exceed the Town’s expectations and that COG would bill by the job and not by the hour.  He said that Pender County and Topsail Beach had already contracted with COG for their Land Use Plan developments.  Councilman Helms moved to hire Haskell Rhett, because of his affiliation with COG, instead of Benchmark LLC for both projects - development of the Advanced Core Land Use Plan and updating of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded the motion.  Councilman Curley asked to hear the reasons that staff recommended Benchmark LLC rather than the COG.  The motion passed by a vote of 4 to 1 with Councilman Curley voting nay.

Water Analysis Report

Ray Cox with W. K. Dickson reiterated that there were two recommended feasible alternatives for solving some of Surf City’s water problems.  He said that his discussions with Topsail Beach revealed the potential for collaboration between the two towns, and he recommended that the discussions be stepped up.  He reported that he had reviewed his original study and his recommendation was unchanged - that the Town should proceed with water supply improvements, including the new well and piping, as quickly as possible.  Mr. Cox also said he stood by his earlier recommendation that an elevated tank on the island was the best alternative, the line alternative was a good one, just not as good as the elevated tank alternative.  He advised that Topsail Beach was considering reverse osmosis for their system, and not necessarily working together with Surf City.  Therefore, he said if consideration was for Surf City alone, the tank on the island was the recommended resolution.  He again stressed that time was of the essence and encouraged the two towns, if interested, to immediately discuss a joint venture, although he said he understood that when the alternative option was used for illustration with Topsail Beach, it was rejected by Topsail Beach because of the expense.  He reported that the test well at the Public Works building had been drilled and that the contractor broke through limestone between 115-120 feet.  He said the water quality and volume appeared to be good, supplying, without pumps, an estimated 400 gpm.   In discussing time frames, Mr. Cox recommended that the water supply enhancement needed to be completed by next May to ensure that the Town had adequate water supply.  He pointed out that additional water would not solve the fire issue at the southern end of Surf City.  Mr. Cox projected that either option that was recommended would take 1½- 2 years to complete, and that the cost difference between an elevated tank on the island and a ground tank on the mainland would be more than $500,000.  Joe Paliotti addressed Council and suggested that if Topsail Beach wanted water, they should approach Surf City instead of Surf City initiating the discussion.  He said that he objected to Surf City taxpayers spending any money to provide
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water to Topsail Beach.  Edith Rich said it appeared that the Surf City Council was more interested in providing water to Topsail Beach than to the properties recently annexed by Surf City.  John Rich agreed with Mr. Paliotti.   Mayor Pro Tem Albury said the Town had tried unsuccessfully for years to build an elevated tank on the island, and she believed that the Town should commit to a ground tank on the mainland.  Councilman Helms agreed with Mrs. Albury and added that he favored discussion with Topsail Beach, but that Surf City could not afford to waste time.  Councilman Luther questioned the time frame for the line alternative.  Mr. Cox advised that the length of time for both alternatives was about the same, but that the line alternative was more restrictive because of the traffic conditions on South Shore Drive.   Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to proceed with the line alternative – to install the 12” line first, drill a well, build a ground tank and replace the 6” line at well #1 with a 10” line, and to continue discussions with Topsail Beach.  Councilman Helms seconded the motion.  In discussion, Councilman Luther said that if the Board approved the line alternative, it would be ignoring what the study recommended, that it would cost $600,000 more than the elevated tank, that the whole of South Shore Drive would be disrupted, and he believed the Town should try to find land on the island for an elevated tank.  Councilman Helms questioned whether both options required the water lines on South Shore Drive to be replaced with 12” lines.  (Only the line alternative – or ground tank- would require upsizing the lines on S. Shore Drive.)  Councilman Curley said he saw the line alternative as being more costly because of the ongoing extensive maintenance costs and the need to install a pressure-reducing valve at every residential and commercial unit on the mainland.  He said that he favored continuing discussions with Topsail Beach.   Mr. Cox said that one of the reasons he and Mr. Covil had recommended the tank over the line alternative was because the pressure on the system was not as stable with the line alternative.  He said at times there would a large amount of pressure, and times when the pressure would not be as much.  He said that with an elevated tank, there was a stable source of pressure on the system.  Following discussion, the motion passed by a vote of 3 to 2, with Mayor Pro Tem Albury and Councilmen Helms and Medlin voting aye, and Councilmen Luther and Curley voting no. 

Appointment of Planning Board Alternate Member

Sidney Williams was unanimously appointed as an alternate member to the Planning Board upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Offer of Dedication from Louis Muery

Bill Dixon, who owns property adjacent to the strip of land being offered for dedication to the Town, said that there was no actual easement at the location that was shown on the map.  He further objected to another easement so close to the one recently built by the Oceanaire Estates developer and dedicated to the Town, especially with no parking available.  He asked Council to leave the easement as it was.  Councilman Helms moved not to accept Mr. Muery’s offer of dedication for an ocean easement.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.
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Ordinance Requiring House Numbers on the Beach Side of Ocean Front Houses

During discussion of requiring house numbers on the beach side of ocean front houses, Councilman Helms suggested that the numbers be applied to the walkway railings. Councilman Helms moved that reflective numbers, at least four inches high, be required on the beach side of ocean front houses, and that the location for the numbers on each property be identified by Town staff.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.   

Public Forum

· Joe Paliotti, 416 N. New River Drive, said that he was in favor of Topsail Beach getting water, but that he did not want Surf City taxpayers funding it.  Mr. Paliotti also mentioned the storm water runoff problem in front of Eagles. 

· Jean Luther, 108 Sea Gull Court, who chairs the Surf City Beautification Committee, reported that the Committee had written to the Eagles property owner to express their concern about the erosion from stormwater runoff and the lack of upkeep for their landscaping.  She said the owner of the property asked that the Committee address their concerns to the store owner, his tenant, and if he did not respond quickly, to call him again.  Mrs. Luther complimented the Town on the landscaping of the lot at the intersection of North Topsail Drive and Roland Avenue, and the improvement at maintaining the recycle center.  She asked Council to consider revising the site plan requirements to include that building elevations be shown.  She expressed concern about permitted off-street parking, particularly when parking was on the right-of-way and in front of landscaping.

· Michael Black, 1524 S. Shore Drive, was distressed over the storm water runoff problem on South Shore Drive that resulted from the construction of four new houses in Oceanaire Estates Subdivision.

· Agnes Johnston, 7th Street, announced that she and Councilman Luther met with Margaret Gray about the Soundside Park design.  She complimented Councilman Luther on his help with the project.

· Lou Cheilik, 1708 S. Shore Drive, thanked the Town staff for cutting the grass at the Turtle Hospital yard sale site.

Council Forum

· Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming and participating in a productive meeting, and for the discussion about the water system.  He said he was looking forward to the fall and winter, and asked God’s blessings on all.

· Councilman Medlin also thanked folks for attending the meeting and said he was pleased that a decision on water improvements for the Town had been made.

· Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked folks for their attendance and encouraged citizens to speak with Council members about their concerns.

· Councilman Luther said he appreciated the water improvements discussion.  He announced that he and the chairman of the Beach Renourishment Committee were 
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to meet the Corps again on Wednesday at 1:30 p.m., and that the next Beach Renourishment Committee meeting would be September 24.  The Committee is researching the feasibility of the Town funding beach renourishment on its own.

· Councilman Helms said that he appreciated the citizens attending Council meetings and encouraged them to bring their neighbors to the meetings. He said that he did not think there was a good site on the island for another elevated tank and was pleased that there had been some resolution to the water issue.

· Mayor Guy said that it was good to air issues affecting the town, and that he appreciated citizens’ comments.  He announced that there would be about a twenty minute service in the Council Chamber next Wednesday at noon commemorating 9-11, and invited folks to attend and wear red, white and blue.  He informed the Council that Tommy Oliver, a long time applicant in the talent bank, was interested in serving on the Hurricane Re-entry Committee.  He recommended, since some other Council-appointed boards and committees had alternate members and there was currently no opening on the Hurricane Re-entry Committee, that Mr. Oliver be appointed as an alternate member to the Committee.  Councilman Medlin moved to follow Mayor Guy’s recommendation and appoint Tommy Oliver as an alternate member to the Hurricane Re-entry Committee.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.  Mayor Guy said that he hoped he had lived up to the trust that the citizens had placed in him, and again thanked them for their input.

Manager’s Report

Mr. Moore reported the latest population estimates from the Census Bureau, that the test well was looking good, that the finance director had met with FEMA folks to close out Hurricanes Fran and Floyd, that he hoped by mid-September to have the stormwater and CAMA permits for the park, that assessment payments were quickly being paid, and he reminded Council that the League Conference was fast approaching.

Attorney’s Report

Mayor Guy introduced Tim Oswalt, a partner in town attorney Charles Lanier’s firm.  Mr. Oswalt was covering the September meeting for Mr. Lanier who was in court in Beaufort and unable to attend the Council meeting.   Mr. Oswalt said that he had nothing to report to Council.

Closed Session – Property Acquisition

In compliance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(5), and upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Luther, Council went into closed at 8:45 p.m. to discuss property acquisition.

Council returned to open session at 8:48 p.m.   
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Councilman Curley asked that all applicants in the talent bank be contacted to determine whether they were still interested in appointment to Town boards and/or committees, and requested that Council members receive regular status reports on Town projects.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m. upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Luther.

_________________________


______________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting – Closed Session

September 3, 2002

Mr. Moore reported that he had talked again with Mr. Viner about purchasing acreage (23.3 acres) for a community building located on J. H. Batts Road.  Following three appraisals of the property, the  Town previously offered $6,500 per acre for the property, which was rejected.  Mr. Moore advised Council that Ray and Allen Sullivan had 200+ acres of property. Motion was made by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to authorize the town manager to discuss the purchase on property with the Sullivans and take the information back to Council.  Councilman Medlin moved to authorize Mr. Moore to negotiate with any property owner who had property that Mr. Moore deemed would meet the Town’s needs.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.

Council returned to open session at 8:58 p.m.

________________________


______________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk



A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

