Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2003

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of the West Pharmaceuticals Plant Workers in Kinston and their families and also for the Astronauts of the Space Shuttle Columbia and their families. Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Nelva Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk, and Town Planner Todd Rademacher. 

Introduction

Mayor Guy introduced Patti Arnold as the new Town Clerk, Sheree’ Alderman from Topsail Advertiser and also Former Mayor Joe Paliotti. 

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the January 7th regular meeting were recommended to be approved by the Town Attorney Charles Lanier, and then unanimously approved upon by the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms.

Public Hearing – Rezoning of 3 lots in Topsail Cove Phase 1

Because Mayor Guy’s firm he is employed with is handling the interest in Topsail Cove, he asked to be excused from discussion of the agenda item.  Upon the motion of Councilman Luther and the second of Councilman Helms, Mayor Guy was unanimously excused from discussion of the rezoning of 3 lots in Topsail Cove Phase 1, and Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked for a motion on the rezoning.  Councilman Medlin moved to approve the rezoning.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

Mayor Guy rejoined the meeting. 

Sign Ordinance changes Town Planner Rademacher presented to change the Sign ordinance to better define what a sign is and give dimensional requirements to a decoration. Councilman Helms moved to approve the ordinance changes.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Residential Setbacks for Lofts on the 3rd Floor Town Planner Rademacher presented to allow lofts on the 3rd floor without increasing the setbacks. Councilman Helms moved to approve the residential setbacks.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried
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Hazard Mitigation Planning Grant Town Manager Moore requested to approve application for Hazard Mitigation Update Grant and Designate Town Manger as Surf City’s Agent for purpose of Grant. Councilman Medlin moved to approve accepting the grant and designated Town Manager Moore as Town’s Agent.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.
Request Authorization to Enter Cable Consortium Service Agreement Town Manager Moore requested authorization for Town Manager to sign Cable Consortium Service Agreement with Triangle J Council of Governments. Councilman Helms moved to approve Town Manager to sign agreement and act as the Town’s Agent.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Curley, and unanimously carried.
Beautification Committee Appointment Mayor Guy requested that the Council accept the letter of resignation from Judi Hansen and appoint new member to fill the unexpired term of Judi Hansen. Councilman Helms moved to accept the letter of resignation from Judi Hansen and to give Town Manager Moore time to get more applications to find a replacement.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.
Award Bid for Bike Paths Project Councilman Luther moved to approve the award of bid to Barrus-APAC in the amount of $373,209.80.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried. Councilman Curley raised concern about how town of going to contact landowners.  Town Manager Moore advised he would like to send the home owners letters advising them that if they have concrete driveways that a portion will have to be cut out to lay down the new bike paths.  The reason for the asphalt being replaced is it is a guideline for the grant and when the State overlays the road it will also overlay the bike path. 
Public Forum

Winnie King, 51 Oak Drive, Surf City, NC asked the Town Council if it is the town’s vision to go all the way to South Topsail Beach to join with their bike path.  Mayor Guy advised that that step has already been approved but was waiting the completion of the water line replacement project. Town manager stated that all bids were rejected and when council is ready to proceed the project would need to be bid again. 

Former Mayor Joe Paliotti, 416 N. New River Drive, Surf City, NC, voiced his concerns regarding the tax evaluation from Pender County. Mayor Guy advised that besides the wrong phone number being listed for questions of evaluation he hoped that they would bring the rates back down.
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Recognition

Mayor Guy recognized Floyd McKeithan who worked in Municipal Government for the City of Goldsboro for 40 years and is now a resident of Surf City and is interested in what we are doing.

 Council Forum

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for being here tonight. Recognized three members of the planning board in audience and advised they are working hard on the Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance Plan. Sincerely encouraged citizens to attend the Planning Board Meeting set for Thursday at 7:00 p.m. and participate in what is being proposed in the direction the Town will go and it would be appreciated if you could all make it. 

Councilman Medlin Welcome each and everyone.  Hope everyone was ok when they opened their tax bill.  Glad to have Patti with us and proud we could promote within our ranks.  Nice to see Mr. Joe Paliotti.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury was very excited to see everyone just wished more seats were filled. Glad to have Patti with us. No tax increase in Surf City for 2003.

Councilman Luther Reported a short conversation with Rep. Mike McIntyre regarding small hurtle with Corp of Engineers regarding money so they could start drilling for sand with Topsail Beach.  Good to see you.

Councilman Helms Thank everyone for coming also thanked Planning Board for their work they’ve done. They have been busy and have 4 or 5 meetings planned coming up. Hope got rid of Alligator Program. Can’t do much about tax.  Added he was afraid to open mailbox and find his taxes have arrived.  I have no intention of raising tax in Surf City we do have the money for Beach Renourishment and trying to look after these projects.  Glad to have Patti on board with us glad to see us promote from inside the town.  Glad to see everyone and hope you have a nice Happy Valentines.

Mayor Guy during retreat we discussed street drainage and will try to correct the problem. We have a number of military personnel that live in north end of town and will try to put something together to honor personnel and dependants.  Will try to solicit money to provide dinner and transportation for dependants and families. Come and support. We have all taken our freedom for granted. God Bless America. 
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Manager Reports

Good marching orders from retreat. Meeting set for March11th to see monies and how projects will affect budget. Advertisement for bid for fire truck is ready, as well as the specifications. Working to have activities completed at Soundside Park for summer. Coastal Municipalities meeting in Kure Beach February 20-21. Meeting with Pender Manager and Deputy Manager set for February 14 to see about Beach Renourishment funding. Trying to set up a meeting with Onslow County Manager to also discuss Beach Renourishment.

Town Attorney Reports

Lawsuit that first started against CAMA by Glen Sasser has now added the Town of Surf City as an additional defendant. 

Closed Session upon motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded by Councilman Medlin.  Closed session as authorized by General Statutes 143-318.11(a)(6) to discuss a personnel issue. 

Regular Session was reopened and Mayor Guy reported that during closed Council directed staff regarding a Personnel Discussion. 

Adjournment

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Helms and seconded by Councilman Medlin.

______________________________                        ______________________________

      Patricia Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

