Emergency Council Meeting

September 16, 2003 1:00 pm

Mayor A.D. (Zander) Guy, Jr. called the emergency meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 1:00 p.m. Councilman Doug Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Michael Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Nelva Albury, Councilman Don Helms, Town Manager Michael Moore, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk, and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.  Councilman Don Luther was not present. 

Mayor Guy commented that our people are the town’s first concern then the protection of property is the second.

Mayor Guy recommended recessing this meeting to meet with Emergency Management Director Eddie King at 5:30 pm to give Council time to make the most accurate decision on evacuation through the updated information Director King will provide.  He added that if more time is needed then the meeting will be recessed until September 17, 2003 at 6:00 am.  If a mandatory evacuation is needed the hours will be 12 pm – 6 pm to allow water and sewer time to shut down.

Manager Moore advised that 

· Ricky Maready from Jones Onslow Electric has been contacted about when power will be turned off and his answer is expected soon.

· Hurricane Watch was issued as of 11:00 am.  Weather advisory showed Isabel was slowing down and dropping a little South.  Cape Lookout is still projected landfall point.

· Council wants to meet at 6:00 am so they will have all updated information before making their final decision.

· Updated expectations of water and wind levels will be showed in 5:30 meeting with Director Eddie King.

· The Towns of Surf City and Topsail Beach issued a voluntary evacuation at 1:00 pm.  Police and Fire will be announcing to homeowners over loud speakers.  

· Onslow County Schools will close 2 hours early with no school Thursday and Friday.

Scott Erikson, Century 21 Action, stated that North Topsail Beach had planned not to have a mandatory evacuation but to have a curfew enforced.

Muhummad Afify, Access Realty, questioned what if rental people refused to leave. 

Mayor Guy commented that the Town cannot force anyone to leave, but they must stay on their property because if they are not Marshall Law is enforced and they will be arrested. 

Recessed

This meeting was recessed at 1:13 pm and will reconvene today at 5:30 pm upon the motion by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  The Council unanimously approved the motion.

_________________________


__________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk


A.D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

