Town Of Surf City 

Special Council Meeting

October 16, 2002

Mayor Guy called the special meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 5:30 p.m. to consider resolution of a violation of the Zoning Ordinance for property located at 1503 Easy Street.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Luther, Medlin, and Curley, the town manager, town clerk, town planner, and building inspector.  

Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Discussion of Home Occupation as a Conditional Use

Muriel St. John, 1503 Easy Street, thanked the Council for scheduling the meeting and read the statement attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.  Mr. Rademacher, the town planner, informed Council that one of Ms. St. John’s neighbors had brought it to his attention that someone was operating a business in the downstairs apartment of Ms. St. John’s house located at 1503 Easy Street (in a residential district).  Ms. St. John leased the apartment to a tenant who operates a telemarketing business from the residence.  Mr. Rademacher explained that the Town’s Zoning Ordinance does permit home occupations as a conditional use in residential zoning districts.  However, the process whereby a conditional use permit can be granted was not followed prior to the tenant beginning his business at this location.  

Mayor Guy suggested an amendment to the ordinance whereby conditional use permits could be issued administratively by Town staff.  

Mr. Rademacher referenced the Zoning Ordinance home occupation definition, which specifies that the home occupation must be conducted entirely within a dwelling, must be secondary to the use of the dwelling for living purposes, must not change the character of the dwelling, and not occupy more than twenty-five (25) percent of the floor area of the dwelling. Steve Padgett, building inspector, recommended that the home occupation provision of the Zoning Ordinance be removed from a conditional use and placed as a permitted use by right in residential districts provided the business complied with the home occupation definition in the Zoning Ordinance. 

Councilman Medlin moved to schedule a public hearing for the November Council meeting or as soon as possible, and for staff to be directed to draft a Zoning Ordinance text amendment making a home occupation a permitted use in residential zoning districts.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Surf City Council Meeting

October 16, 2002

Page 2

Resolutions Designating the Lead Role for Preparation of the Advanced Core Land Use Plan Phase I and the Zoning Ordinance Update to the Planning Board 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to adopt the resolutions attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference designating the Planning Board as the lead board for preparation of the Advanced Core Land Use Plan Phase I and for the update to the Surf City Zoning Ordinance, and designating the town manager, town planner, and chairman of the Planning Board as contact persons for both projects. The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther and unanimously carried.

Smoke Testing of Sanitary Sewer Lines

Mr. Moore reported that the utilities department would be smoke testing the sewer lines from Broadway Street to Sixth Street beginning next Tuesday, October 22 until November 1.  

Council briefly discussed the third one-half cent sales tax and the County’s decision to accelerate the effective date of the tax to December 1.

There was no other business to come before Council and upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, the meeting was adjourned at 5:52 p.m.

__________________________


______________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

