Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

March 2, 2004

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award for February 2004 and March 2004.  

· Home of the Month for February 2004 was Jerry Powell located at 102 Fishtail Ct.

· Business of the Month for February 2004 was Royal Builders/Topsail Business Services owned by Ricky and Dorothy Royal located at 328 N. Topsail Drive.

· Home of the Month for March 2004 is David Jackson located at 1314 S. Shore Drive.

· Business of the Month for March 2004 is Beach Properties owned by Patsy Jordan located at 302 N. New River Drive. 

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the February 3, 2004 Regular Council Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Councilman Helms and seconded by Councilman Medlin to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Domestic Violence
Vance Kee informed the citizens of need for volunteers for help with Domestic Violence.
Recognition

Mayor Guy recognized Asst. Fire Chief Newman for his service for the Town of Surf City.  Newman has accepted a job with Pender County as Asst. Director of Emergency Services and County Fire Marshal.

Mayor Guy recognized Planner Todd Rademacher for being named “Planner of the Year” by the Cape Fear Council of Governments, which represents Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover and Pender Counties.

Street Name Change

Pender County Emergency Services contacted Building Inspector Steve Padgett regarding confusion with duplicate address for North and South Jennifer Road.  Building Inspector would like to re-address each property so that it has a separate addresses on Jennifer Road, this change would allow easier location of address for Emergency Service. 

Councilman Fowler made the motion to set public hearing date on April 6, 2004 to get public comment for request to change N. Jennifer and S. Jennifer Road to Jennifer Road.  Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried. 
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Resolution Supporting Post Labor Day School Start R-04-03-01
Councilman Helms made motion to Support Post Labor Day School Start and Councilman Medlin seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried. Copy of Resolution is attached to these minutes.

Request to Use Gazebo

A request was made by Surf City Baptist Church to use the Gazebo located at the corner of Roland Ave. and N. Shore Drive for the purpose of an Easter Sunrise Service. The request is for the date of April 11, 2004 for the hour of 6:00 am to 7:00 am.


Councilman Helms made motion to allow Surf City Baptist Church to use Gazebo at the Roland Ave. Beach Access and seconded by Councilman Fowler. 

Request to Use Amphitheatre
A request was made by Faith Harbor Methodist Church use the Amphitheatre located at Soundside Park for the purpose of an Easter Sunrise Service. The request is for the date of April 11, 2004 for the hours of 6:00 am to 9:00 am. 

Councilman Helms made motion to allow Faith Harbor Methodist Church to use Amphitheatre at Soundside Park and seconded by Councilman Fowler. Motion unanimously carried.

Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Contiguous Annexation 

R-04-03-03 and setting a Public Hearing Date R-04-03-04

A petition for contiguous annexation of property located at Belt Road SR1534 was received from Audrey Batts Viner on February 27, 2004. 

Councilman Curley made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for Contiguous Annexation and to set a Public Hearing date of April 6, 2004.  Councilman Medlin seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.

W. K. Dickson contract for Engineer Services for Water System Improvements 

Ray Cox and Vance Brooks, W. K. Dickson, presented the Council with an Estimate of Probable Project Cost. Councilman Medlin made the motion to approve Task 1, which included Preliminary Design  (1) PER, Grant Application, CIP Update of the proposed contract, (2) Environmental Assessment, and (3) Design Memorandum. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of proposed contract is attached to these minutes. 

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:46 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a request by Kim Shailer to rezone the property located at 2104, 2106, 2108, and 2110 North New River Drive and 2103, 2105, 2107 North Shore Drive, from C-1 Central Business District to C-2 General Commercial.
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Todd Rademacher, Town Planner presented the request to the Council stating this rezoning would still allow for all uses allowed under the current zoning of C-1 commercial with two differences.  C-2 has slightly stricter setbacks in regard to commercial uses and C-2 would allow for multi-family structures to be built.  The surrounding uses include apartments, bars, duplexes as well as vacant lots. A rezoning to C-2 would allow all permitted uses in C-2 to be constructed now and in the future. 

Dorothy Royal, 328 N. Topsail Drive, questioned on what benefit would it be to rezone from C-1 to C-2.

Kim Shailer, 2108 N. New River Drive, stated that C-2 would have stricter setbacks for commercial and would allow duplexes.

Public hearing was closed at 7:50 P.M. 

Councilman Medlin made the motion to rezone the properties at 2104, 2106, 2108, & 2110 N. New River Drive and 2103, 2105 & 2107 N. Shore Drive from C-1 Central Business District to C-2 General Commercial.  Councilman Fowler seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. 

Public Forum

Inez Bradt, 208 Doe Ridge Rd., informed the citizens of the Community Service Learning Program being taught in area schools and requested citizens to participate as volunteers.

Rebecca Bruton, 2911 S. Shore Drive, expressed her concern for clear cutting and taking down trees and inviting everyone to attend the first meeting of the Maritime Coalition on March 6th at 9:30 – 12:00 p.m. at the Town Fire Dept.  Ms. Bruton will be proposing a text amendment to help preservation of trees within project development. 

Jim Sly, 3075 3rd Street, asked when the NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) weather service would be installing the weather station at the fire department.

Asst. Fire Chief Newman stated the NOAA had completed the instrument installation at 6:30 this evening and the software should be installed at the beginning of next week to have data available via Internet. 

Dorothy Royal, 326 N. Shore Drive, asked if playground equipment will be installed at Soundside Park.  

Councilman Fowler stated the Recreation Sub-Committee is presently working on the Rules and Regulations and we will know more about available space hopefully in April.  

Mayor Guy stated the park and recreations for the Town is being worked on for the Community Center and there will be activities for all ages. 
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Council Forum
Councilman Curley thanked all for coming, welcomed new faces to the audience, and complimented on the excellent job that was done Saturday at the Fire Department on the Shanahan Benefit. 

Councilman Medlin stated he wanted the citizens to know the Planning Board meetings were open to everyone to attend and the Planning Board has been doing a great job working on a lot of different issues.

Councilman Fowler stated he appreciated the interest on the parks, and the Recreation Committee would be meeting every 3rd Thursday at 6:00 pm at the Town Hall and invited everyone to attend. Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for coming out and was happy to see the new faces.

Councilman Helms stated he liked seeing everyone at the meeting and encouraged everyone to invite a neighbor to the next meeting and to get involved. Councilman Helms also hoped everyone a Happy Easter.  

Mayor Guy stated he hoped good things for Asst. Fire Chief Newman and thanked him for his service to the Town of Surf City.  Mayor Guy thanked Joy Rademacher for helping Todd Rademacher in getting ’Planner of the Year’.  Mayor Guy asked everyone to keep Mayor Pro Tem Albury in his or her prayers along with Tommy Kirk.

Mayor Guy stated another storm water chamber had been installed in the 1600 block with three more are to be put in by DOT as they could get them scheduled. 

Mayor Guy stated the Manager was working hard with Rural Center Grant and Senator R.C. Soles to try to get the sewer project grant and should know by the end of the week.  Mayor Guy thanked all the folks for coming to the meeting. 
Manager Reports

·  Waterline project going on S. Shore Drive may have to work on Saturday and Sunday to meet DOT’s requirements for roadwork.

David Keifer, 103 S. Shore Drive, asked about the hole at his business used for waterline flushing being looked at for safety.

Ray Cox, Engineer, W.K. Dickson, stated he would talk to the project inspector and would take care of safety concern. 

Town Attorney Report

No Town Attorney Report. 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

March 2, 2004

Page 5

Closed Session – Attorney-Client Privilege
In compliance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3), and upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Fowler, Council went into closed at 8:00 p.m. to consult with town attorney in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege.

Regular Session was reopened at 8:32 p.m. 

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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