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Last week, the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee approved two FY 
2007 appropriations measures:  
the Agriculture and Legislative 
Branch bills. 

This week, several subcommittees 
are scheduled to markup their 
bills.   Energy and Water Develop-
ment, Homeland Security, and the 
Environment-Interior bills will be 
considered on Tuesday.  The For-
eign Operations bill may also be 
considered this week. 

On Thursday, the full Senate Ap-
propriations Committee is ex-
pected to approve the set of bills 
listed above. 

On the other side of the Capitol, 
lawmakers will consider the FY 07 
Commerce-State-Justice appropria-
tions bill in the full House this 
week.   

After completing action on this 

bill, the House will only have one 
remaining appropriations measure 
to consider:  Labor-Health and Hu-
man Services-Education.   

In spite of this recent flurry of activ-
ity, it remains highly unlikely that 
Congress will be able to develop 
final versions of all of the appro-
priations bills prior to the start of 
the FY 2007 fiscal year on October 
1.   

There are only a few available leg-
islative days left on the calendar.  
The Fourth of July recess begins 
on Friday and the month-long Au-
gust recess will soon be here.  
Many issues will be competing for 
precious floor time as leaders try to 
develop an agenda for the rest of 
the year. 

Furthermore, election-year postur-
ing may push final negotiations on 
some bills past the November elec-
tions.   

Senate Begins to Move FY07  
Appropriations Bills 
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Current Issues in Washington 

The House of Representatives will 
focus on energy-related legislation 
this week, including a bill that 
would allow increased energy pro-
duction in offshore waters (see 
story on this page.)  

The Senate will spend the week 
debating a constitutional amend-
ment to ban flag burning.  

Both chambers will be on recess 
next week for the Independence 
Day holiday. 
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Ocean Energy Bill Advances 
The House Resources Committee 
approved the Deep Ocean Energy 
Resources (DOER) Act last week 
and is expected to hit the House 
floor later this week.   

The bill, HR 4761, would provide  
coastal states greater authority 

over offshore energy development 
and a percentage of possible roy-
alties. 

The bill faces an uncertain fate in 
the House.  Even if it passes this 
week, it will have to overcome 
many obstacles in the Senate. 
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A group of experts convened by 
the American Geophysical Union 
(AGU) recently released a reported 
entitled, "Hurricanes and the Gulf 
Coast:  Science and Sustainable 
Rebuilding."   

The report was drafted by a Con-
ference of Experts intended to 
guide lawmakers through the re-
building process in areas affected 
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  

The 20 scientists who participated 
in the conference looked at seven 
major areas:  hurricanes, storm 
surge and flooding, subsidence, 
climate change, hydrology, infra-
structure, and disaster prepared-
ness and response.   

For each of the mentioned topics, 
the report assesses the current un-
derstanding of the phenomenon, 
near-term scientific needs, and 
long-term direction.   

The scientists recommended im-

proved seasonal forecasting to 
help address the threat of hurri-
canes and improved wind data 
and shoreline topography to help 
combat storm surge.   

Subsidence is an area that the re-
port cites for further study to en-
able local leaders to impose wise 
policies that deal with effect of re-
ceding coastal land masses, which 
result in more vulnerable coast-
lines as they are less able to ab-
sorb storm surge.   

Disaster response is also an area 
where the report finds many is-
sues that could be improved. 

Accurate weather information dis-
seminated to the public leading up 
to an event, a well-thought out 
disaster response plan,  and prop-
erly trained emergency response 
personnel are the keys to weather-
ing both moderate and severe 
storms. 

Experts Release Report on Rebuilding the Gulf Coast 
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The report makes several recom-
mendations that serve as a basis 
for discussion for scientists and 
policymakers.  (1) Establish a mul-
tidisciplinary steering committee to 
review the reconstruction and 
new threats to the region from 
natural disasters, and charge that 
committee with monitoring the 
rebuilding and identifying key sci-
entific issues and assets to address 
these issues.  (2)  Assemble a data-
base of experts who would be 
available to provide scientific guid-
ance as needed.  (3)  Provide peri-
odic assessments of reconstruction 
and planning efforts. 

If you would like the complete re-
port that includes the full list of 
recommendations, please visit 
A G U ' s  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.agu.org/report/hurricanes/.   

Florida Establishes Guidelines for Temporary Coastal Armoring 

private property.   In a recent 
memo to local governments in 
Florida, the DEP noted that emer-
gency temporary rigid coastal ar-
moring is allowed for the protec-
tion of private structures or public 
infrastructure.    

Local governments can approve 
temporary structures for 30 days 
after a storm event.  The structures 
must be removed unless an appli-
cation is made within 60 days of 
their installation to leave them in 
place permanently. 

This protection is intended to com-
pliment the natural protection that 
healthy beaches afford by reduc-

ing the impact of storm surge and 
wave action.  A 2003 Florida At-
lantic University study found that 
for every dollar invested in beach 
restoration, the State of Florida 
receives a $6 to $8 economic re-
turn. 

To date, 170 miles of beach have 
been restored and maintained by 
the State of Florida. 

The agency has prepared a refer-
ence document for local govern-
ments to use when they issue 
emergency permits for temporary 
coastal armoring.  The document 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t 
www.dep.state.fl.us/beaches. 

Florida’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) Bureau of 
Beaches and Coastal Systems has 
issued new guidelines to help 
coastal communities improve 
storm protection. 

DEP Deputy Secretary for Regula-
tory Programs and Energy Mike 
S o l e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
“recommendations will further im-
prove the state’s ability to protect 
and manage its coastal areas.” 

When high-intensity storms 
threaten the coast, state law per-
mits local governments to con-
struct temporary coastal fortifica-
tions to protect infrastructure and 


