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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 6, 2006
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold. 

Recognition

· Mayor Pro Tem Albury’s Birthday

· Councilman Medlin is a new granddaddy “Charles Vincent Medlin”

· New Employee Lani Minihan, Administrative Assistance to Parks & Recreation Department. 

· Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels was presented to Councilman Doug Medlin by Mayor Guy.

· International Star Registry – Star of “Zander” was presented to Mayor Zander Guy by Councilman and Mrs. Doug Medlin and Alexis+ Medlin.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Beautification & Appearance Committee Chairman Connie Paschall presented the Home of the Month for June 2006 to Scott & Sherry Burrell located at 1423 N. New River Drive and the Business of the Month June 2006 to Dr. Randy Sloan & Dr. Jim Vaughn owner of Surf City Urgent Care.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the May 2, 2006 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Minutes of the May 11, 2006 Budget Workshop were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Minutes of the May 22, 2006 Special/Workshop Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:20 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on satellite annexation of 29.60 acres located at 220 NC Hwy 210 East and is owned by Janet Newman & Norma Register.

Manager Moore stated that the Town received a request for voluntary annexation of property located at 220 NC Hwy 210 East belonging to Janet Newman & Norma Register of 29.60 acres.  Petition was submitted to the clerk on April 10, 2006 and the clerk did do her certificate of sufficiency. The Planning Board recommends that if this property is annexed that it would be zoned at C-3.  

Manager Moore wanted to inform the landowner that water and sewer capacity would not be available until late Fall of 2007 with the understanding that the owner or developer would have to bring their water and sewer lines to the nearest Town water and sewer line for connection when available.

Norma Register stated that there were 28.60 acres and asked the Council to vote favorably.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:22 P.M.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to approve the satellite annexation of 29.60 acres located at 220 NC Hwy 210 East, owned by Janet Newman & Norma Register and to set the zoning that was recommended by the Planning Board to C-3. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:23 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on text amendment on Section 18-4 Permit for connect required & 18-5 water user fees and sewer user fees.

Manager Moore stated that this is what w have discussed with Council that when impact fees would be collected for water and sewer.  It would also set a Sunset Clause so if folks don’t use their permitted amount within 12 months then they are subject to loose that and have to come through the process again.  Surf City is allocated 600,00 gallons per day from the State to operate our Waste Water Treatment Facility.  We cannot put any more in there in any one day.  We are approaching that capacity now and that’s why the Town has worked diligently the last couple of years getting the lines in place, getting a new plant and getting new land to purchase and moving to increasing out flows.  We started going back and researching and we found we have probably 50,000 gallons a day that has been permitted and has been sitting there for 10 years where people applied for permits and haven’t built on it.  When someone comes in with a subdivision or development to build 20 homes and needs 10,000 gallons per day for each home, we have got to block that out of our allocated flow. So that reduces our amount of flow down.

So that’s why we are asking this to be implemented so we don’t’ have folks sitting and hold it and we’ll get the developers to come in and request what they can reasonably build within that 12 month time limit.

Now we collect water and sewer impact fees when they come in and get their permits to construct.  What this would do is require them to pay the impact fees when it comes through the permitting process through the Council. 

The following language is proposed in the Zoning Ordinance:

Sec. 18-4. Permit for connection required.
(c) Impact and tap-on fees shall be determined by the council from time to time. All monies collected under the provisions and terms of this section shall be deposited in a capital reserve fund for future capital improvements and expansions. All newly created or constructed units, whether residential or commercial, shall be required to pay any and all required water and sewer impact fees upon presentation of written application for permit for connection to the Town’s water and sewer systems, as described in Sec. 18-4(a); 

(a) and shall be required to pay any and all tap-on fees the foregoing water and sewer fees before the issuance of building permits; except that a property owner whose structure was destroyed by Hurricane Fran and the lot deemed unbuildable or a lot that remains vacant with ownership remaining unchanged, shall be exempted for a period of eighteen (18) months (from the effective date of this ordinance [March 4, 1997]) from paying the impact fee for a structure, of the same use and with no increase in the number of units created, that is rebuilt on property where the previous structure was destroyed or on other purchased property.
(d) As quickly as possible, but in no case longer than twelve (12) months after the issuance of the Sewer Collection System Permit and flow allocation thereof, the applicant/owner of the proposed sewer collection system and connection to the Town of Surf City sewer infrastructure must obtain all other permits required or other entitlements necessary for the construction of the improvements on the property for which the sewer permit is sought.  Not withstanding the provisions described above, if, upon the expiration of the twelve (12) month-period specified therein, the applicant/owner to whom a Sewer Collection System Permit and flow allocation has been issued requires, but has not obtained, (i) a permit or permits authoring connection to the Town of Surf City Water System, and (ii) a permit or permits and all other permits required or other entitlements necessary for the construction of the improvements on the propery for which the sewer permit is sought; the Town of Surf City, as permittee for said Sewer Collection System Permit shall submit a formal request to the appropriate regulator agency and pursue necessary actions to reduce the flow allocation of said permit to zero (0) gallons per day.  After which, applicant/owner shall be subject to any and all enforcement actions available to the Town of Surf City, and all other applicable local, state, and federal agencies, relative to the illegal and unapproved use of said Sewer Collection System Permit.  No refund of any and all paid impact fees, permit fees, or application fees shall be made to owner/applicant that fails to demonstrate proof of requirements set forth herein.

(e) Owner/applicant may reapply to Town of Surf City for Sewer Collection System Permit for flow allocation greater than zero (0) gallons per day, as may be available.  The Town of Surf City does not warrant or guarantee the availability of such flow allocation to owner/applicant at the time of demonstration of proof of met requirements described in Section 18-4 (d), above,

(f) The sewer collection permit will be declared void if the holder of said permit does not submit evidence to the District that he has picked up a building permit within fifteen days after the issuance of the sewer connection permit.

(g) A sewer permit is applicable only to the property for which it is issued and is not transferable to other properties.  The permit shall be valid so long as a valid building permit is in force, however, connection to the sewer must occur within one (1) year of the date of issuance of the sewer permit.  Sewer connection fees paid for permits which are later declared void for any reasons stated above will not be refunded. 

Sec. 18-5. Water user fees and sewer user fees.

(c)   Impact fees and tap-on fees shall be determined by the council from time to time. All monies collected under the provisions and terms of this section shall be deposited in a capital reserve fund for future capital improvements and expansions. All newly created or constructed units, whether residential or commercial, shall be required to pay any and all required water and sewer impact fees upon presentation of written application for permit for connection to the Town’s water and sewer systems, as described in Sec. 18-4(a); 

(a) and shall be required to pay any and all tap-on fees the foregoing water and sewer fees before the issuance of building permits.
John Pierce, 409 Johnson Blvd., Jacksonville, asked if this would affect current projects?

Mayor Guy stated that it would only effect future projects.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:27 P.M.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to approve the text amendment for Section 18-4 Permit for connect required & 18-5 water user fees and sewer user fees. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. Copy of Ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Resolution on Directing the Clerk to investigate a petition for non-contiguous annexation and set a public hearing – David Penny 9.56 acres 

Mayor Guy stated that a petition for satellite annexation of property located on Watts Landing Road was received from David Penny on May 26, 2006.

Councilman Helms made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for satellite annexation, to set a Public Hearing date for July 5, 2006 and send the request to the Planning Board for zoning recommendation.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.
Sea Oats Plaza Final Plan

Planner Rademacher stated that the applicants are seeking final approval of a 15-lot commercial subdivision.  The property is located on the mainland just before J.H. Batts Road.  There is one building present at this time for the Homeco Builder’s office.  

The property is zoned C-3 commercial, which requires minimum 10,000 square foot lots.  The developers have installed the sewer lines in accordance with the preliminary plan.  The state approval of the sewer lines does not permit for the construction of any food services in this subdivision.

Water lines w/ hydrants within this subdivision have been present for some time as the town installed them for access to two town properties located off this road.

The storm water plan has been installed in compliance with state regulation.

The paving of the street has been completed.

The Planning Board recommends approval of the final plat as it meets the requirements of the ordinances.
Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to approve the Sea Oats Plaza Final Plan. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

Advisory Board Reappointment

	Hurricane Re-entry
	Carl Johnson
	was reappointed by Councilman Helms

	
	Boyce Kay
	was reappointed by Mayor Guy

	
	Hiram Williams
	was reappointed by Councilman Medlin

	Planning Board
	Carl Johnson
	was reappointed by Councilman Helms

	
	Barry Newsome
	was reappointed by Mayor Guy

	
	Sidney Williams
	was reappointed by Council

	
	Don Hamilton
	was reappointed by Councilman Medlin

	Board of Adjustment
	Barry Newsome
	was reappointed by Mayor Guy

	
	Carl Johnson
	was reappointed by Councilman Helms

	Recreation 
	Cathy Duden
	was appointed by Councilman Medlin

	
	
	


Inspections – Permits Fee Schedule

Inspector Gene Casey presented to the Council proposed inspections and permits fee schedule change at the May 11, 2006 budget workshop.  Inspector Casey stated that the change would be a more exact scale charge by square footage. 

	 
	Minimum Fee: $100.00

	Residential new construction
	

	Building 
	9 cent per sq ft

	Electrical 
	5 cent per sq ft

	Plumbing
	5 cent per sq ft 

	Mechanical
	5 cent per sq ft 

	Insulation
	5 cent per sq ft

	Gas
	$50.00

	Commercial new construction 
	Minimum Fee: $150.00

	Building
	20 cent per sq ft

	Electrical 
	8 cent per sq ft 

	Plumbing 
	8 cent per sq ft 

	Mechanical
	8 cent per sq ft 

	Insulation
	8 cent per sq ft 

	Gas
	$100.00

	
	

	Commercial                                        Renovations & Repairs 
	 

	Building 
	$5 per $1000 cost of construction

	Electric
	$3 per $1000 cost of construction

	Mechanical
	$3 per $1000 cost of construction

	Plumbing  
	$3 per $1000 cost of construction

	Insulation  
	$3 per $1000 cost of construction

	
	

	Residential                                      Renovations & Repairs
	 

	Building 
	$5 per $1000 cost of construction

	Electric 
	$50.00

	Mechanical 
	$50.00

	Plumbing  
	$50.00

	Insulation  
	$50.00

	
	

	 
	 

	Mobile Homes
	

	Single Wide
	Treat like new construction

	Double Wide
	Treat like new construction

	Triple Wide
	Treat like new construction

	Modular Home
	Treat like new construction

	
	

	Misc. Permits
	 

	Temporary Pole
	$50.00

	Electrical Service                                               Change Meter Base/Service Panel/HVAC
	$50 per 200 amp

	Temporary Power Extension Permit                  (expires 30 days from issue date)
	$25.00

	House Moving
	$100 + post a $500 bond

	Home Owner Recovery Fee
	$10.00

	Technology Fee
	5% of total cost of permit or $5, whichever is greater

	Demolition of Building
	$100 + post a $500 bond

	Temporary Construction Trailer
	$50.00

	Storage Building
	$50.00

	Porches, Decks, Garages
	9 cent a square foot or $50, whichever is greater

	Swimming Pool
	$50.00

	Canopy/Awning
	$50.00

	Yard Sprinklers
	$50.00

	Consultation  
	No Charge

	Elevator/Dumbwaiter
	$50.00

	Excavating & Grading
	No Charge

	Docks, Bulkheads, Boat Lifts 
	$50 + 4 cent per sq ft

	
	

	Permit Fines
	 

	Work Done w/o Permit
	Double permit fee + fine ($50 to $200)

	Occupying Dwelling without Certificate of Occupancy
	$250 per day to be levied toward the General Contractor from the date of Violation

	Certificate of Occupancy/Compliance 
	No charge 

	Special or Re-Inspections 
	$25 for 1st re-inspection;                   $50 for 2nd and all other additional re-inspections 

	Residential Inspection fees
	No Charge

	 
	 

	Fire Code Enforcement Fees
	

	Daycare Inspections
	$50.00

	Home Daycare Inspections
	$50.00

	Foster Care Inspections
	$50.00

	Family Care and Group Homes
	$50.00 

	Home School Inspections
	$50.00

	A.L.E. Inspections (Alcohol License)
	$75.00

	Fire Pumps
	$50.00

	Fuel Tanks
	$100.00

	Commercial Cooking Hoods
	$100.00

	Building Sprinkler
	$50 + 9 cent per sq ft

	Fire/ Burglar Alarm System
	$50 + 2 cent per sq ft

	Mandatory Fire Permits
	$75.00


Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to approve the Inspections – Permits Fee Schedule to become effective July 1, 2006. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Tax Releases

Finance Clerk Jane Kirk presented a list of tax releases that were initiated by the County due to Clerical errors.  

Councilman Medlin made the motion to approve the tax releases. Motion was second Councilman Fowler and unanimously approved. List of released taxes are attached to these minutes.

Update Report on Sewer System – Cavanaugh & Associates Gus Simmons 

· Highway 50 Parallel Force Main The project is in the final stages and the only task, which is to be completed, is the tie in to the existing force main. Upon excavation to make connection it was determined that the existing force main was closer to the pavement than the as builts shown, therefore an active shoring plan has been created for DOT approval and upon this approval the tie in will be made during the evening hours to minimize the wastewater flow through the force mains.
· Mainland Pump Station Cavanaugh continues to progress with the design of the pump station on schedule. It is anticipated that a set of check prints will be provided to the Town in the month of July, with anticipated permit submission by the end of July.
· Waterline Replacement Project The waterline passed pressure test on Monday, June 5, 2006. The contractor is performing the bacteriological test today (June 6) and upon receipt of successful test results; the new waterline will be placed in service. The contractor will continue clean​up activities and driveway repairs over the next 2 weeks, and should be completely finished with the project by the end of the month, at the latest.
· 201 Facilities Plan The 201 Facilities Plan was submitted to Construction Grants and Loans (CG&L) the week of May 19, 2006, and is currently under review by Construction Grants and Loans. At least one member of the CG&L technical review team has completed her review of the 201 Plan, and Cavanaugh received positive feedback from the review. Cavanaugh will continue to work with CG&L closely and monitor the progress of the review of the 201 Plan.

· Comprehensive Utility Rate Study & Business Model Development Cavanaugh has completed the development of the Business Model and has turned it over to the Town for use in review and preparation of the upcoming budget. During the month of May, Cavanaugh staff worked closely with Town staff in evaluating multiple scenarios of cost and revenue projections. The group has developed a plan for cost management and revenue generation, based on the data from the model, and is in the process of preparing the final report on the 2006/2007 Business Model Analysis. The final report will be presented to Council in an upcoming workshop, to be scheduled by the Town Manager.

Update Report on Water System – Manager Moore

· Well #4 is online and is pumping into the current system at 350 gpm.  This is the same quantity of water as well #1 & 2 combined. 

· 300,000 gallon water tank is undergoing it’s bacteria test today and once that is done it will be ready to put online with the current system. This should increase the psi by 10 on the island and mainland.

Public Forum

Steven Brown, 354 Stockinghill Rd., Rosehill, NC 28458 (910-289-2228), presented Council with a letter that he read regarding his recent arrest. Copy of letter is attached to these minutes.

Allan Libby, President Greater Topsail Area Chamber of Commerce, expressed this appreciation for all the assistance that the Town Council and Town Departments had given during the Surf and Turf Triathlon. 

Council Forum 

Councilman Curley stated that he hope everyone had a wonderful Memorial Day and will have a Happy Independence Day.  He stated that the next Council meeting would be held on Wednesday July 5, 2006 and invited everyone to attend the July 3, 2006 Independence Day Celebration and Fireworks at Soundside Park.

Councilman Medlin thanked everyone for coming and stated that he needed advise on being a grand parent and was looking forward to July 3rd fireworks. He asked if someone could have music during the fireworks. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for coming and stated that the noise committee will be meeting and a recommendation will be brought to the July meeting. 
Councilman Fowler stated that he delighted to see everyone out tonight and looking forward to working with Cathy Duden on the recreation Committee and our Community Center is beginning to be utilized and encouraged everyone to go out and use the courts and activities that Kristie and the staff has going on out there.  We are certainly proud of her. 

Councilman Helms thanked everyone for coming, and we appreciate your comments and without those sometimes we may get off track on what you want and desire in the way that you want this town to go and thank everyone for their comments.  He wished everyone has a good weekend and that he see everyone July 3rd.

Mayor Guy   

· Received a requested to sponsor the International Sea Turtle Symposium.  Motion was made by Council Medlin to donate $1000.00 and motion was seconded by Councilman Fowler. Motion carried unanimously.

· Pender County Commissioner met this past Monday and there is a good chance that the Town will receive an additional $50,000 for Beach Renourishment.

· Senator Soles and Representative Justice have submitted Senate Bill (S1544) and House Bill (HB 2130) requesting $3M for the Topsail Beach - Beach Renourishment. Senator Soles has submitted a Senate bill (S1957) requesting $3M for the Surf City Beach Renourishment.  The Council salutes Senator Soles and representative Justice for all their assistance to the Town of Surf City.

Manager Report

· Stated that at the last meeting Mr. Jim Sly had brought up the parking issues on the canal streets.  This request was put back to study and he didn’t bring it before Council tonight and delayed stopping no off-street parking until research of the Beach Renourishment parking requirements ere determined. 

· June 7th Town hall Day

· June 14th Budget Workshop 

· June 21st Budget Hearing

· June 11th, 6:30p, Concert in the Park “Green Shack”

· June 22nd 7:00 Concert in the park “USAF Langley Woodwind Quintet”

· June 24th at dark Movie in the Park “Shark Tale”

· June 7th, Turtle Release 9:00 am Program, 10:30 Release.  Hope to equip a turtle with a tracker and name it “Surf City” so that he can be tracked on the Town’s website.

Town Attorney Report


· Waiting for a decision from the Court of Appeals on our Turik case, which will come probably in the next 90 days. 

· Have not received a decision on the Sasser case, which was heard before a Superior Court Judge about two months ago.

· Working to get the spray field matters closed in the next week or two as soon as we get a legal description from our surveyor.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Helms and seconded by Councilman Fowler. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        
A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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