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Town of Surf City
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
July 6, 2010

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Councilwoman Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Town Manager Michael Moore, Attorney Charles Lanier, and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.

BEAUTIFICATION & APPEARANCE RECOGNITION
Mayor Guy presented the Proclamations for the Home of the Month for July to Charles & Joyce Brown for their property located at 400 Atkinson Point Road and the Business of the Month for July to Island Family Medicine owned by Dr. Seaborn Blair at 13567A Hwy 50/210.

PROCLAMATION
Mayor Guy read a Proclamation for Lyme Disease Awareness Month. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes of the May 28, 2010 Budget Workshop Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Minutes of the June 1, 2010 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

Minutes of the June 9, 2010 Reconvened Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:07 P.M. to open the public hearing for comment on a text amendment for Animal Nuisance.

Town Attorney Lanier stated that we need to make nuisance clearer

Public Nuisance. 
(i) Any animal which barks, whines or howls in an excessive, continuous or untimely manner;
(j)	 Any person who owns or keeps four (4) or more dogs or four (4) or more cats in a single residence. 

Sue Tuman, 3944 River Road, North Topsail Beach, President of Top Cat, stated that when she called that her call not returned and she could not find proposed ordinance on the town website.

Paul Rollings, 6015 6th Street, stated that he lives on the corner and loves pets but that when people walk their dogs they let the animal poop in his yard and when he cuts the grass it gets all over him.

Town Clerk read two letters. 
Valarie & John Williams, 1301 N. Topsail Drive, Surf City, NC, Dear Town Council Members, This is in response to the proposed dog ordinance.  We are in favor and support the ordinance, due to the number of dogs that are invading our beach.  It seems people want to bring their pets but leave them for neighbors to hear them bark while they are on the beach or out to eat, shopping, etc.  In order to control this situation, we feel the Town Police should have the power to enforce a new ordinance, if it means reducing the number of pets and limiting the time they are left alone. Please pass this ordinance, Sincerely. 

Michael & Celeste Breza, 106 Washington Harbor, Washington, NC, Dear Mayor and Town Council Members, As a frequent and recent visitor to Surf City, although we very much enjoy the beautiful beaches and fireworks display, we are taken aback by the kennel-like atmosphere created by the multitude of barking dogs throughout the weekend.  One residence had five, to sometimes nine, dogs in a fenced-in yard on our route to the beach.  These dogs would lunge an bark at us as we passed, which was annoying to my husband and frightening to me.

We understand the Council is considering an ordinance addressing these issues, and as a visitor, feel these measures would benefit Surf City immensely.  We come to the coast to enjoy the peace and tranquility of the ocean; barking and lunging dogs are a terrible distraction.  Thank you for considering our views.  We look forward to our next visit to your lovely beach community.  Sincerely.

Sue Tuman asked that the town please review the 4 dogs and 4 cats that this is very unkind to people who take care of animals.

Attorney Lanier stated that there has to be a reasonable number.  Some towns say if there are more than 4 then they have to have a kennel license.  The Town was saying that if more than 4 then it was owners burden to shown that they were not a nuisance. 

Chief Halstead stated that the police are not going to go out and ticket all people who have over 4 animals, just if they are called to a nuisance call. 

Barbara Morrow, 1217 N. Topsail Drive stated that this proposed ordinance is different than the one that the Police Chief proposed and she doesn’t see how it could be enforced. She stated that cats are a greater health hazard.  They get into the trash, and kill the song birds.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:25 P.M.

Councilman Helms made a motion to table is public hearing until the August meeting so more information about animals waste removal, take care of town problems, public safety, can be provided.  He stated that both dogs and cats are a problem. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
Councilman Helms made a motion to set a public hearing at the August meeting to hear comment on a text amendment for Sec. 12-11 Alcoholic Beverage possession and consumption. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

RECYCLING CONTRACT WITH COASTAL ENTERPRISES
Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the contract with Coastal Enterprises. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

ENGINEERS PROJECT UPDATES, Town Manager Moore
Mainland Pump Station
 The excavation of the pump station pit has been completed, and the forming work and placement of reinforcement rods for the slab pour is complete and ready for the first concrete pour, scheduled for tomorrow (July 7). The electrical contractor is completing the conduit placement for the pours today. The work has progressed well, and although a few days were lost in the schedule due to the encounter of some coquina during excavation, the project remains on schedule.

Based on the construction schedule, the pump station will be operational in the Fall of 2010.

Surf City Wastewater Treatment Facilities
Juniper Swamp Forcemain & Infiltration Basin: The Contractor has completed the replacement of the underdrain system on 2 of the 3 required sides. Given the higher wastewater flows of the July 4th weekend, the Contractor has de-mobilized from the site so the Town can provide some flow to the infiltration basin so its performance may be tested for improvement.

Juniper Swamp Phase 2 Disposal Design: The design work has been completed and the final reviews are being completed in concert with the finalization of the construction documents. Comments were received from Construction Grants & Loans (CG&L) in the month of June pertaining to the required Engineering Document. CG&L requested that the Town utilize a newer format of the Engineering Document supplement, which Cavanaugh prepared on the Town’s behalf. Cavanaugh is preparing the permit application package for submission to Construction Grants & Loans, and plan on making this submission in the month of July, pending approval of the Engineering Document, described above.

Tortuga Lane Street & Utilities Design
C&A has completed the design effort and has submitted permit applications required for the Stormwater Management and Erosion Control from the site. C&A will be working with Town Staff in review of the utilities design over the next few days, and will look to file permit applications for water and sewer connections in the coming weeks.

Comprehensive Water Audit & Leak Detection
During the month of June, Cavanaugh performed a kick-off meeting with several members of the Town of Surf City staff. In this initial meeting, we described the Water System Auditing process, the data and information that is needed, and the purpose of the audit.

Subsequent to the kick-off meeting, Cavanaugh staff has worked with many members of Town staff to gather data and information necessary to complete the Audit. This information was used to develop a preliminary water system “report card” that has been transmitted to the Town Manager. Over the next 2-3 weeks, Cavanaugh will gather reports and information from the Town Manager and others to finalize the Water System Audit, and develop recommendations for revenue recovery and reducing water system losses. Upon delivery, review, and acceptance of the final report and recommendations by the Town, Cavanaugh will deploy its leak detection staff to assist the Town in identifying water system leaks (real losses) that can be repaired.

Other items of Interest:
Cavanaugh is working with the Town to address some additional monitoring and reporting requests by NCDENR relative to its water system operation.

PUBLIC FORUM
Alex Ritschel, 918 Broadway St., stated that he was concerned with the stop signs on the canal streets. The roads are not straight with the others streets, golf carts are being driven by underaged drivers, and there are a lot of bicyclists.  He stated that he would like to have them all four way stops.  

Chief Halstead stated that he would do a study of the area.

Barbara Morrow, 1712 N. Topsail Drive, thanked the Council for the 4th of July fireworks and for giving to the community.

Melanie  Kottyan, 100 Gateway Condo Dr., Topsail Chamber of Commerce Board, thanked the Council for their support.

Paul Rollings, 6015 6th Street, commented on the block party that is held on 6th Street every year and that it gets to be a nuisance during Memorial Day.

COUNCIL FORUM
Councilman Curley thanked everyone for their input and thanked the staff for the work for the July 3rd Fireworks.

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin thanked the staff on how wonderful the park looked for the Independence Day Celebration.

Councilwoman Albury thanked everyone for attending the meeting and hoped we could resolve everyone’s issues. 

Councilwoman Albury asked if the Council could come up with rules so people over the age of 16 could drive regular golf carts on the road to the beach and the carts not have to be street legal.

Attorney Lanier stated that he would research the Legislation on golf carts
Councilman Helms stated that being a retire Highway Patrolman he felt that there would be a problem with the stated road.

Police Chief Halstead stated that the golf cart must be like a car and cannot be where the speed is over 35 mph.  The Town can pass an ordinance to allow them.

Councilman Fowler stated that he appreciated everyone attendance and that he hoped everyone had a great 4th of July.

Councilman Helms stated that he hoped everyone had a great 4th of July and that staff did a great job.  He thanked the Fire Department Auxiliary and hoped to see it continue to grow.

Mayor Guy 
· Read thank you letter from Art & Betty Mark for Art’s Retirement Plaque.
· Read thank you letter from Brenda Padgett for flowers at her mother’s funeral.
· Read thank you letter from Senator Soles for flowers at his father’s funeral.
· Thanked everyone for coming to the meeting.
· Thanked staff for all the work they did for the fireworks.

MANAGER REPORT
No report at this time.

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT
No report at this time.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Fowler and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      	  	______________________________
Patricia E. Arnold, CMC Town Clerk                                    A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
