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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2005

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold. 

Robert’s Rules of Order

Mayor Guy informed the citizens that the Town of Surf City Council operates under Robert’s Rules of Order.  This allows public discussion under public forum.  When a motion is made and receives a second no further public discussion will be allowed. 

Appreciation from Finance Director Jane Kirk

Finance Director Jane Kirk shared her appreciation with everyone for support and prayers during the loss of her husband, Tommy Kirk.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award February 2005.  

· Home of the Month for February 2005 was Dennis Weeks & Ardell Sorensen located at 38 East Ridge. 

· Business of the Month for February 2005 was HomeCo owned by Jimmy Pierce located at 14131 Hwy 50.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the January 4, 2005 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Medlin to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Vehicle driving on the beach strand

Manager Moore stated that at the January 4, 2005 Council meeting the Council had directed staff to gather data on how other towns address this issue. He stated that Council could either allow or not allow driving.

Consensus of all members was to have the Police patrol the beaches during fishing season on a 4- wheeler at extreme high tide. 

House Moving

Manager Moore stated that at the January 4, 2005 Council meeting the Council had directed staff to gather data on how other towns address this issue. He stated that the Police require a 2 day notice with two off duty officers; one in front and one behind house.
Mayor Guy stated that he was contacted by a modular home company stating that moving houses on the roadway was the only way to move their product.

Manager Moore stated that the State mandates that a home over 14’ can not be moved at night, also it would put a hardship and safety risk on utility companies to move power lines at night. In regards to safety, having off duty officers work could allow them to hear if a call were dispatched and could move the house out of the way in the case of an emergency.

Billy Miles, 41 S. Oak Drive, stated that the biggest problem was on Hwy 50 south of the “S” curve.  A couple of months ago, they had to remove the mailboxes to get it through and fire equipment would not have been able to get by.

Fire Chief Joey Rivenbark stated that his department has communicated with Topsail Beach and they have set up mutual aid so that Topsail Beach would stage a fire truck at the town line and would keep constant communication with the Police Department and the neighboring town.

Councilman Medlin stated that the obligation to pay the off duty officers was on the movers.

Consensus of all members was to keep the moving ordinance as it is and allow the Police Department and Fire Department to patrol house movements. 

Recreation Committee Appointment

Mayor Pro Tem Albury motioned to table appointments until March so more could be appointed at one time. Motion was second by Councilman Medlin and carried unanimously.

Water and Sewer Impact Fees

Manager Moore stated that at the January 22, 2005 Council Water and Sewer Workshop, the Council requested that water and sewer impact fees be discussed at the February 2005 meeting for proposing an increase of fees. 

Don Covil, W.K. Dickson, supplied the Council with Impact Fee Alternatives.  

Consensus of all members were to review data provided and discuss further at a workshop to be scheduled with the next ten days.

Final Plat for Cedar Point

Planner Rademacher stated that the applicant, Stephenson & Ward Realty & Development, has submitted a final plat for approval. This final approval is for an 18-lot subdivision located between Channelbend and Maritime Plantation.  All roads will be private with the water and sewer system being maintained by the Town.  Any road repairs needed after utility maintenance will be the responsibility of the homeowners association. The major CAMA permit has been approved and installation of the water and sewer lines have been completed.  Road construction has begun and was completed this evening.  Before the Town can sign off on the plat the as-built plans for the water and sewer must be submitted to the public works department as well as the engineering data required. The developer has submitted a letter of credit to guarantee that the as-builts and engineering data be completed as required.

The Planning Board recommends approval of the final plat as it meets the requirements of the subdivision ordinance with the note that no final recording can not be done until the utilities director has received the final as-built drawings and accompanying engineering data.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked if these were to be individual homes of townhomes.

Planner Rademacher stated that they would be individual homes.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve the Cedar Point final plat. Councilman Medlin seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. 

Resolution requesting NCDOT to repave 1.36 miles of S. Topsail Drive
Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve the Resolution. Councilman Helms seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously. Copy of Resolution is attached to these minutes.

Update Report – W.K. Dickson

Don Covil stated that bids were open for 12” water line from well 1 to well 2.  Construction less than $300,000 allowed for informal bids. Five contractors were invited with three submitting bids. 

Carmichael Construction
$274,232.35

State Utility Contactors
$140,980.00

Hendrix – Barnhill

$128,152.00

Bids were high, being 25% over estimated $102,000. 4M Construction submitted a quote today for $110,500, which was still 8% over estimate.

Mr. Covil stated that they do not personally know 4M Construction and would not be comfortable making a recommendation unless they did a follow up on the company which would take 2-3 days to form a recommendation on this particular contractor. He stated that if they rebid the project that he feels lower bids would be submitted, which would take 3-4 weeks.  He stated they would yield to the Council’s direction.

Manager Moore stated that with talking with Public Works Director Dean Wise, that if well 4 gets moving online and well 1 was fixed that this 12” line could be delayed until a later time.  Manager Moore made the recommendation to hold off on awarding this bid until the next meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked how much would the price go up while waiting.

Manager Moore stated that there was still one more bidder in Wilmington he was talking with that could produce a low bid.

Councilman Medlin made the motion to postpone awarding the bid, which was second by Councilman Helms and carried unanimously.

Update Report– Cavanaugh & Assoc.
Gus Simmons updated Council.

· Proposed contract for immediate start on designing of expansion of  Wastewater facility, that Council approved January 22, 2005. 

· Feb 11th will be meeting with landowner with Surf City representatives to look at application site property.

Public Forum

No comments.

Council Forum
Councilman Curley   thanked every one for being present.  Topsail Island Shoreline Protection has written a letter to Pender County upon request by Mayor Guy for additional Beach Renourishment funds.  There is a group going to Washington, DC to speak with Senators and Representatives.

Councilman Medlin thanked everyone for coming.  He stated that the Planning Board is doing a great job and this has started out to be a good New Year. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury commented for everyone to stay warm and to take care of themselves.

Councilman Fowler thanked everyone for coming, and hopefully the cold air will be on it’s way out soon.

Councilman Helms stated that it was good seeing everyone and that he was ready for the warm weather.

Mayor Guy 

· Received $25,000 from Onslow County for Beach Renourishment.
· Councilman Medlin, Manager Moore and himself will be discussing commercial prospects and will bring information back to the Council for final approval.
· Thanked Council for their hard work with NCDOT. NCDOT has active plans to widen Hwy 210 2’ to Hwy 17 and Council has requested 3’ for center turn lane. NCDOT area representative and Direct Engineer Allan Pope is working with Town to receive an additional $1 million, over the already $1.2 million to place as many turn lanes into subdivisions on Hwy 210 as possible. Council has received a verbal agreement of upgrade.
· Awaiting confirmation on $400,000 Rural Center grant for elevated tower. Expected to hear the first of March.

· Appreciates any suggestions and requested citizens apply to Talent Bank to help with concerns and interest.

· Contacted by Representatives of Topsail Beach, which was approved by their board, to request Surf City to continue discussions of water.

Councilman Curley made the motion to approve Mayor Guy, Councilman Medlin and Manager Moore to continue discussions with Topsail Beach to keep open dialog. Motion was second by Councilman Helms and carried unanimously.

Manager Reports

· Bike Path – paperwork is completed; bids have been awarded, just waiting on the weather. Completion schedule by end of April.

· Community Center – 98% done on design and site plan for building on schedule and should be completed by October 2005.

· Permission was granted for request to Wildlife to close boat ramp for Sunfest.

Town Attorney Report

No report at this time.

Closed Session 

In compliance with G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) - discussion relating to the location or expansion of industries or other business in the area served by the public body and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) – Attorney – Client Privilege upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second of Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried, Council went into closed session at 8:01 p.m.
Regular Session was reopened at 9:45 p.m. by motion of Councilman Medlin, second of Councilman Fowler and unanimously carried. 

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:46 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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