Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

April 6, 2004 
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Fowler, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore and Finance Clerk Jane Kirk.

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award for April 2004. 

· Yard of the Month for residential homes for April 2004 was Pat Grady at 612 N. Topsail Dr.  Eddie Grady (Mr. Grady’s son) accepted the award for Mr. Grady.

· Yard of the month for Commercial Establishments for April 2004 was P&L Ventures LLC located at 206 N. Topsail Dr.  Paul Dorazio, Maebilt Construction, was here to accept the award for the owners.  Mr. Dorzaio constructed the building.

Approval of Minutes
The February 7, 2004 minutes were approved to form by Attorney Lanier.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Fowler to approve the minutes as written.  Motion was carried unanimously.

The March 20, 2004 Special Meeting minutes were approved to form by Attorney Lanier.  Motion by Councilman Medlin and second by Mayor Pro Tem to approve the minutes as written.  Motion was carried unanimously.

Public Hearing
Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:09 p.m. to open the public hearing for comments on the street name of North & South Jennifer Road.  The Pender County Emergency Center contacted Steve Padgett, Building Inspector for the Town of Surf City, about readdressing the properties and not having a North and South, just Jennifer Rd.  Letters did go out to property owners on the street and the Inspector received no comments from anyone.  Town staff recommended the change.  

With no comment from the Public the Public Hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m.

Street Name Change from North & South Jennifer Road to Jennifer Road.

Motion by Councilman Medlin to follow staff recommendation and change the name to Jennifer Road and second to the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  Motion was carried unanimously.

Public Hearing
Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:11 p.m. to open the public hearing for comments on a request from Gerald Batts and others for annexation of property located on SR 
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1534 Belt Road, 4.6 acres located 310 feet North of Intersection of Hwy 50/210.  Mr. Moore stated that all requirements had been met according to State Statue.

Mayor Guy asked for comments from the Council and Citizens.  With no comment from the Public the Public Hearing was closed at 7:14 p.m.

Mayor Guy stated that all state compliances have been met for the annexation of the property.  Motion by Councilman Fowler that we follow staff’s recommendation on the annexation of the property and second by Councilman Helms.   Manager Moore asked Council to make the effective day of annexation be June 30, 2004.  Mayor asked Motion and second if they were in agreement.  Fowler and Helms said yes.  Mayor stated motion would read that the effective date would be the one alluded to by Manager.  No other discussion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:15 pm to open the public hearing for comments on a zoning map amendment request from James B. Batts on J. H. Batts Rd. (pin #23831).  The action requested by Mr. Batts is to rezone 16.597 acres from RA residential to R-5M residential

Mayor Guy asked the Town Planner, Todd Rademacher to comment on the proposed change.  Mr. Rademacher stated that most of the property is currently in the ETJ.  The front part of the property was annexed last year for possible construction of a home.

The current zoning of RA allows for single-family homes on 20,000 sq ft lots.  The R-5M zoning allows a maximum density of 11 manufactures homes per acre.  Adjacent uses in this area are vacant land zoned RA and MHS residential.  R-5M rezoning allows for construction only of mobile home parks and campgrounds.  A full site plan review would have to take place by the Planning Board and the Town Council and be approved before any construction could take place.  Water and sewer lines could be extended only with approved annexation to the project.  The Planning Board did not give a favorable recommendation to this application; however, the applicant did submit a petition to appeal that decision to the Town Council within the 10-day period following the Planning Board recommendation.   Mr. Rademacher said that Charles Riggs was here tonight representing Mr. Batts.

Mayor Guy asked if there were any questions from the Council and then if there were any citizens that would like to speak.  

Charles Riggs stated that Mr. Batts wishes to continue his desire to have a mobile home park on this property.   In the late 1980’s he did receive from Pender County Planning Dept. an approval for a mobile home park on this site.  It is his intention to continue that pursuit and put a mobile home park on that land.  In order to accommodate that the property would need to be rezoned to R5M.  It and the adjoining property on 3 sides are presently zoned RA.  The other side is zoned 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

April 6, 2004

Page 3

Mobile Home Subdivision which does allow mobile homes.  RA does not allow mobile homes but allows campgrounds.  It is his understanding that the proposed new revisions for the zoning ordinance will allow manufactured housing within the RA zone.  Taking into consideration these proposed changes to the RA zone in the ordinance and the area already zoned for mobile homes, rezoning this to R5M and putting a mobile home park on this property would make it an allowable and compatible use with the surrounding area.  He will comply with the proposed new revisions to the ordinance when developing the mobile home park.  It is a good location for a mobile home park.

Councilman Helms asked about the size of the lots.  Mr. Riggs said the ordinance requires 3500 sq. ft. per lot.  The proposed changes would require 5000 sq. ft. per lot.  He said that they had not looked at any size but would not make them smaller than the 5000 sq ft. required in the proposed changes to the ordinance.  Councilman Helms asked if he was planning on asking for annexation.  Riggs said that would be the next step after asking for rezoning.

Councilman Curley asked why he would not wait until the new ordinance was passed which should be in about 2 or 3 months.  Mr. Riggs said Mr. Batts feels like timing is everything and now is a good time to proceed.  Councilman Curley asked how Mr. Riggs thought the Town could keep him to the new ordinance.  He feels like Town should wait until the new standards come in.  Riggs said in order to get an approved mobile home site plan it will take 2 or 3 months.  Riggs said they would not start working on plans until they know a mobile home park can be put on the property.  

Councilman Fowler asked Mr. Riggs if he had a copy of the site plan that had been approved by the County in the 80’s and was a copy available.  Mr. Riggs said he had a copy of the site plan that was approved.

Mayor asked if any Council members had any questions or comments for Mr. Riggs, he then asked for comments from the citizens.

Jimmy Rochelle, 1865 Hwy 210 E., stated that he and his brothers own the property that is between this property and the Surf City city limits.  They have thought about developing the 19 acres and have considered several things.  One was to develop it into home sites with “stick” built homes.  He feels like a mobile home park adjacent would lower the value of their property.  He disagrees with the fact that it is in keeping with the surrounding area.  There is a mobile home park further down but most of the property in the city side is commercial.  He feels like their property and the property that James owns as well would be applicable to the construction of nice homes that would increase the tax value of the property and lessen the burden on all taxpayers.  Traditionally mobile home parks are not well maintained.  It results in fish camps and properties that are deteriorated and they are concerned that the property value may decrease.  They are not opposed to mobile homes.  They feel like it is the best interest for their property that the construction on the land needs to be stick built houses.  He wishes not to offend a person in 
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mobile homes that is not their purpose.  They depend upon the Town Council to make the decision that is in the best interest for the Surf City citizens.

Carl Rochelle, 521 Hwy 210E, Hampstead, NC, stated that he is at the meeting to oppose the zoning change along with his brothers Jimmy and Eddie.  Most of the growth for Surf City will be in that area as the Town cannot go north, south or east.  If the Board approves the rezoning, the Board might have to deal with 36 acres for mobile homes instead of 20 acres.  That area in the near future could be the center of Surf City.  

Sidney Williams, Becky Creek Rd. Hampstead, stated that he and his brother Hiram Williams own a commercial building on J. H. Batts Rd.  He does not think that a mobile home park is an appropriate use for an area that is developing like that area is developing.  There are rumors that the Turtle Hospital will be moving in that area.  This is in the area that a park may go.  There is nothing in the zoning ordinance requiring mobile homes to be kept up.

Carol Ryce, 14061 Hwy 50 E, Surf City, NC, stated that she owns property on J. H. Batts Rd and agrees with Mr. Rochelle and Mr. Williams.  Mobile Home Parks are more transient type of situations than a Mobile Home Subdivision where people purchase the property and own home and land.

Paul Dorzaio, 206 N. Topsail Dr., Surf City, NC, stated that he has 300’ on J. H. Batts Rd and plan on developing it for commercial use.  He feels that rezoning would not be an asset for their property and not fit into their plans for commercial development.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that Topsail Island is growing in leaps and bounds. We seem to be leaving out the people that maybe cannot afford these $3-400,000 homes.  The storm has taken care of most of the mobile homes on the island.  A lot of them were not replaced.  If the Board does not allow mobile home parks, people would not have a place to live without putting out $3-400,000.  We have to live with all kinds of people and she hates that everybody does not want a mobile home park around here.  We need to think about the small person as well as the large person.

With no other comment, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 7:31 p.m. and reconvened the regular meeting.

Zoning Map Amendment requested by James B. Batts on J. H. Batts Rd. (pin #23831) to rezone property from RA to R-5M      

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to pass it and second by Councilman Fowler.  Councilman Curley cannot see why the Board has to make an exception when he can do the 
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same thing in 2 or 3 months.  No other discussion was made.  Vote was 4 to 1 with Councilman Curley voting against it.

Public Hearing
Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting to go into a Public Hearing at 7:33 p.m. for the purpose of a zoning map amendment requested by Audrey Batts Viner on property located at 110 Little Kinston Rd. (pin #12861)

Mayor Guy asked Mr. Rademacher to present the request from Ms. Viner.  The property is zoned R-5M and the applicant would like it changed to C2 Commercial for the purpose of expanding to the allowed uses of the property.

Currently it is a mobile home park and R-5M only allows for mobile home parks or campgrounds.  In order to use the property for any other purpose would require rezoning.  She feels that C2 allows for the most flexible use of the property in the future.  The Planning Board did recommend approval for this request.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked if this was a mobile home park now.  Mr. Rademacher stated yes.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that was her point again.  This is a mobile home park where the people will have to move their mobile homes and they will need a place to go.

Walt Turner, 4031 Fourth St., stated he had been down here a long time and that this place was built by trailer folks.  The beach was settled with trailers.  Look what you have now but it started out with trailers.  These people do rate consideration.

D. C. Lanier, Lanier’s Campground at end of Little Kinston Rd., stated that you talk about mobile home parks being run down but that is the management.  If you tend to your business it will not get like that.  We have rules in ours that after a mobile home or camper gets so old they cannot leave them there—they have to take them with them when they leave.  

Richard Gugelman, 933 Broadway, stated that he thought that affordable housing is extremely important for every community and agrees with Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  He thinks that there are alternatives to mobile home parks.  He thinks that should be explored and examined.

No other comments the Public Hearing was closed at 7:36 p.m.

Mayor Guy asked what was the pleasure of the Council.  Motion was made by Councilman Helms to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation and second by Councilman Medlin.  No further discussion.  Motion was carried unanimously.
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Public Hearing
Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:30 p.m. to open the Public Hearing for comment on the proposed Zoning Map Amendment change requested by SDR Limited at 120 Little Kinston Rd. (pin #12861).  The change would be from R-5M to C-2.

Town Planner Rademacher spoke for Debra Batts, president of SDR Limited.  She is requesting that the tract of land that is 36,500 sq ft be rezoned from R-5M to C-2 Commercial.  This tract of land is adjacent to the one you just previously voted on.  It is currently zoned where the use is only mobile home parks or campgrounds.  Any other use would require rezoning.  This applicant feels also that C-2 will offer the most flexibility for future use.  Planning Board did recommend approval for this request.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked how many mobile homes were in this park.  He said probably 10 – 15.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that these people would need somewhere to go.

Mayor Guy asks if there were any other questions from the Council or any citizen regarding this topic.

With no public comment the Public Hearing was closed at 7:40 p.m. and reconvened the regular meeting.

Motion made by Councilman Medlin to approve the request by staff and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. No further discussion.  Motion was carried unanimously.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 7:41 p.m. to open the Public Hearing for comment on the proposed text amendment of Coastal Forest Overlay District.

The applicant, Rebecca Bruton, has submitted an application for a text amendment to the zoning ordinance to add a Coastal Forest District to the town’s zoning ordinance.

The applicant is concerned over the rapid development that has been taking place over the last few years in the town.  There have been several instances where the developer has removed all of the native trees and vegetation.  Because of this the applicant would like to see the protection of the natural vegetation and trees on the remaining lots on the island and adjacent to coastal waters and marshes. 

Planning Board recommends approval of the ordinance as it will compliment and enhance the existing landscaping ordinance as well as not inhibiting the development rights of individual landowners.
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Planner Rademacher went over each section of the proposed ordinance. Copy of ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked why a 50’ lot would require 50 trees for replacement, where are you going to build a house with 50 trees on a 50’ lot

Planner Rademacher stated that there are a lot of lots that are 50’ that have 50 trees on them; my personal lot does.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that he has no yard.

Planner Rademacher stated that Pleasant Cove and Island Oak are heavily treed areas that do, they are not over burdensome and ordinance does state that if it becomes unhealthy on the number of trees that they shall be used off site. 

Councilman Medlin stated that it’s only if they clear a lot before telling Town Hall.

Manager Moore stated that this fine was in lieu of a dollar fine.

Councilman Medlin stated that this is not doing a dollar fine but a tree fine.

Councilman Helms stated that this goes in effect only if they clean a lot and they don’t have a permit.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that not many lots have 50 trees on them unless they are back in the bushes.

Planner Rademacher stated that this was to deter people from doing things without letting Town Hall know first.

Manager Moore stated that when he first moved here, the town was having problems with people doing things on lots before they got a permit, so Town put a dollar fine on that.  This way if they destroy trees without telling people then they must replace them in this Coastal Overlay District.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that she thought the number should be lowered and that the pervious concrete was good. 

No further comment

Manager Moore stated that for the public record he wanted to let the people know that all the letters and petitions that were signed are enclosed in the agenda and will became part of the official minutes of the town meeting. 
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Rebecca Bruton, 2911 S. Shore Drive & Koffee Kats, thanked everyone who came in support of the text amendment and all who put in an awful amount of work to make this happen and to the Town Council for reading all the letter of support and looking at all the petitions.  We had 500-600 signatures and have more petitions to give you later. We are here to ask for your support. We hope this will provide a foundation for responsible development, which we hope to continue to build on with your support.  We need the means to insure a future for life on this island and our sound waters which we are not responsible for creating however we don’t want to be responsible for it’s destruction by our carelessness.  Instead we would like to honor and treasure the beauty and value that we have on this island by insuring its future. We would also ask you to look in and consider a possibility of assisting with enforcing of this text amendment if you chose to pass it. 

There are only two people, planner and inspector, to affect the enforcement measures, which two people are not many to cover a lot of territory. We would like for you to consider a code enforcement department or individual to help ensure the success of the text amendment and honor the importance of eco responsible development.

Maritime Coalition’s tree exchange program is a citizen led group seeking to work with town government to implement healthy eco oriented planting and program.  Anyone is welcome to participate and it is not limited to Surf City. We are here to participate through advocation, education, and facilitation to help in the environmental management of our national resources.  This effort in partnership with our town government can make ecologically, valuable environment as part of our business practice.  We all want the best and not the worse for our land, our trees, wildlife and our sound waters for which we act as stewards.

We have already done one tree exchange successfully in conjunction with the grader, tree mover, and the builder who got directly involved in moving trees and placed one at the city park.  Moving trees are affordable and possible to move trees up to 12” in diameter.  It is a wonderful alternative to destroying these maritime forests that we have here.

It takes the coordination of all the elements involved and does require a lot of manpower to do this.  We would like to plan ahead and the tree program is being set up to facilitate efforts and we are requesting one or two planning board members to participate in our tree exchange program so we might have involvement from our town directly.

The trees and vegetation not only hold the island here they provide natural storm water management, wildlife habitat, and they act as a filter to prevent pollution of our sound waters.  We will be available to be contacted for exchange of information to have trees removed or planted and a website is being made through an university class for a tree exchange program and will make a lot of information readily available.

We appreciate your interest and your time we hope you will support us.  
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Don Nelson, 107 Mill Dam Rd., Hampstead, stated that he was a representative of Pender Watch an conservancy environment advocacy group of 220 plus committed household in Eastern Pender County.  We strongly support the tree ordinance that’s being considered.  The Surf City Planning Board has approved this proposed ordinance and has recommended it for adoption and we hope the town council will take the next step and adopt it.  This ordinance will show that Surf City understands and respects the economic and environmental benefits of trees and maritime vegetation. Surf City was recently recognized for its enlightened program of tree planting in the new town park. This ordinance is an important next measure to ensure the long time future of Topsail Island’s beautiful setting. As you know Surf City’s remaining native trees and coastal vegetation are a major part of the allure of the town.  Trees provide welcome shade on hot summer afternoons, help protect what is underneath them during rain storms, and for shelter, nesting material, and food for song birds and other wildlife. In addition trees are natural vegetation that help to stabilize the island and the soil.  They prevent erosion and run off to our coastal water that can endanger fish, shellfish, and harm water quality and clarity.  Trees act as strainers and filters and even consumers of organic and inorganic pollution.

Hiram Williams, Roland Ave, stated that he was not opposing but that it needed some clarification on the ordinance. To survey a property is it acceptable to cut trees in a survey line and how big of trees can we cut?

Charles Riggs stated that they would need at least 3’ wide swipe to be big enough to walk through.

Attorney Lanier stated that this needed to be clarified in the ordinance.

Planner Rademacher stated that this was never brought up.

Hiram Williams asked about the 7 ½ setback and scaffolding that was OSHA required.  Scaffolding has to be secured with boards under them. They need a 5’ to 6’ area for scaffolding to be set up and 360 degrees around the house.  You don’t want trees scrubbing house or roof. FHA requires threes to be 10” away from the house.

Sidney Williams, Becky’s Creek, stated that people come to the beach to see ocean and sound not trees when they are sitting on the porch. The drip line of a tree is where most of roots are. When we clear for the house you could dig into the roots and when storm comes and the storm damages tree, there isn’t anything there to allow us to remove the tree. Council needs to look at the list, petitions and letters and take out the ones that do not live in Surf City. He stated that this ordinance was not a complete document and would recommend them to take a little time and work on it.  It will not make everybody happy and probably will make everyone mad. 
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Skip Corbett, 113 Driftwood Lane, stated he appreciated what Mayor Pro Tem Albury said about little people. He stated that you should look at intent of what we are trying to do today rabbits were here before mobile homes.

Rosemary Miles, 41 S. Oak Drive, Pleasant Cove, stated that she agrees with thinking about the little people. Over 500 signatures were collected for petitions.

Carl Richter, 109 Driftwood Lane, stated that if ordinance is tabled he is concerned what will happen, he could foresee a lot of clear cutting happening before ordinance is finally passed.

Chris Mudarri, 115 Beachwood, stated that regardless of pervious material being used, trees allow floodwater to be absorbed.

James Rochelle, 1865 210 E., Hampstead, stated he would like to know if it included areas of the island and how would it affect acreage.

Planner Rademacher stated that it only applied to Topsail Island and areas adjacent to marsh. He stated that they needed something written regarding dead trees in ordinance.

Bill Akers, Akers tree movers, stated that scaffolding could be moved around and pruning by nursery standards is no more than 20% of tree.

With no further public comment the Public Hearing was closed at 8:50 p.m. and reconvened the regular meeting.

Motion made by Councilman Curley to approve as written and that the planner and inspector to make decisions to overcome any drastic problems it may create any functioning member of our town.

Councilman Helms stated that he wanted to ask the Attorney so town does not get into legal problems. 

Attorney Lanier stated that they need to go ahead and add changes.

Councilman Medlin made a motion to amend the motion to add survey line with 4-foot swipe, dead and deceased trees, and any tree pruned beyond 20% in order to give access for construction may be removed. 

Mayor Guy stated that the Council operates under Robert Rules of Order and can discuss the amendment but when discussion on original amendment is done cannot discuss original motion.
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Councilman Curley seconded amendment.  Motion carried unanimously.  All Ayes on original motion.  Motion carried unanimously. Copy of this ordinance is attached to these minutes.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the regular council meeting at 9:00 p.m. to open the Public Hearing for comment on the requirement date for House Numbers on Beach Side of Ocean Front Homes to be extended June 30, 2004. 

On October 7, 2003 the Town Council approved requiring Ocean Front Homes having to place house numbers on the beach side of their residence. 

Manager Moore stated that staff was struggling with wording and finally has got words in place and would recommend extending the May 31, 2004 to June 30, 2004 date to allow staff to send home owners letters to let them know about the ordinance. 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the date requirement change to June 30, 2004 and second by Councilman Helms.

With no public comment the public hearing was closed a 9:02 p.m.

Meeting was recessed at 9:03 p.m. and reconvened at 9:12 p.m.

Litter Sweep Proclamation

Mayor Guy presented Council with a proclamation for Litter Sweep for April 17–30, 2004.

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin to adopt the Litter Sweep Proclamation and second by Councilman Helms. Motion was unanimously carried.

Advertisement of unpaid property taxes for 2003

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve advertisement and seconded by Councilman Medlin. Motion was unanimously Carried.

Soundside Park Rules and Regulations

The Recreation Committee presented to the Council the committee’s recommendations of rules and regulations for Soundside Park. Copy of these rules and regulations are attached to these minutes. 

Chairman Walt Turner presented to the Council the recommendations of rules to govern park and requested the Town hire a part time or full time employee to take care and over see park and requested at the north end of Surf City around 9th Street that the Town build a patio with a concrete slab so people can sit and watch kids in water.

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

April 6, 2004

Page 12

Manager Moore stated that a concrete pad will not be able to be poured but will look to see if we can build a platform, gazebo or deck from the next budget.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury motion to approve rules as presented by Recreation Committee and seconded by Councilman Fowler and rules will be enforced except things allowed by Council. Motion carried unanimously.

Council Medlin made a motion for approval for the church to use a PA system next weekend for Easter Service.  Motion was second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. Motion was unanimously carried.

Tropical Winds Phase III, Preliminary

The subdivision is located on the mainland off of Driftwood Drive.  This is the third and final phase of the subdivision.  The sketch plan was approved several years ago and subsequently the first two phases have been completed.  Town staff has reviewed all water and sewer lines and the developer has had all of the water and sewer lines approved by the state.  The proposed plan is located in the MHS residential zone, which allows for the development of 5000 square foot lots 
for single-family homes or manufactured homes.  The developers are proposing thirty new lots in this phase and will continue the existing streets in order to access all lots.

The Planning Board recommended approval of the preliminary plat with the provision that the developers delineate the location of streetlights on the plan. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to approve the site plan as recommended by the Planning Board and seconded by Councilman Helms.  Motion unanimously approved by the Council. 

Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation 

R-04-04-01 and setting a Public Hearing Date R-04-04-02

Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to excuse Councilman Medlin from the vote on this particular subject reference conflict of interest upon his request. Motion was carried unanimously.

A petition for satellite annexation of property located at 12717 Hwy 50 was received from Douglas and Cathy Medlin on March 25, 2004. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation and to set a Public Hearing date of May 4, 2004.  Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.
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Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation 

R-04-04-03 and setting a Public Hearing Date R-04-04-04

A petition for satellite annexation of property located at the corner of Cockle Street and Driftwood was received from Ron Bryant on March 28, 2004. 

Councilman Helms made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation and to set a Public Hearing date of May 4, 2004.  Councilman Mayor Pro Tem Albury seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.

Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation 

R-04-04-05 and setting a Public Hearing Date R-04-04-06

A petition for satellite annexation of property located on Hwy 210 was received from D.C. Lanier on March 28, 2004. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to direct the Clerk to investigate a Petition for Satellite Annexation and to set a Public Hearing date of May 4, 2004.  Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolutions is attached to these minutes.

Resolution for setting a Public Hearing Date R-04-04-07 Zoning Ordinance Revision 

Councilman Helms made a motion to set a Public Hearing date of May 4, 2004.  Councilman Curley seconded motion. Motion unanimously carried.  Copy of Resolution is attached to these minutes.

Public Forum 

Barry Newsome, 1537 S. Shore Drive, Chairman of Planning Board, stated that what he had seen tonight was a wonderful experience.  What you’ve seen tonight is a Planning Board that has work for week after week to put a plan before you, on what they thought was good for the town. We have had citizens come here and find things we didn’t think of, that should have been put in. That’s what you’re for and that what we are for. You’ve had a chance to see a town council that dearly loves its town go overboard to pass and that makes this a wonderful place. What you’ve seen tonight is a perfect example of a community who cares and how democracy can work. I compliment all of you here tonight and I’m proud to be a part of this town, this board and this wonderful country.  He stated that he saw the flags at the park and everyone needs to see them.

David Keifer, 103 S. Shore Drive, asked if three were going to be public restrooms at the park

Manager Moore stated the restrooms are under review by engineers, and contractors have been lined up to begin.  One restroom will be placed behind the Post Office and one by the boat ramp.
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Council Forum

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for being here and participating and would like to wish a Happy Easter. Beach Renourishment update letter from Corp of Engineers tell us where the Town are with feasibility study. Surf City has been for approved for $214,000 this year and 2005. Will cease working on our project approximately June of this year. Mayor and Manager have written letters to Congressmen requesting support for the Town. 

The three towns as a unit are contracting with a lobbyist to lobby for funds, Marlow & Co. Proposing to form an organization called “Shoreline Protection Commission” with the 3 towns.  Each town will have a Nourishment Committee Chair, Town Manager, and Council Liaison will meet again April 8 at Topsail Beach.

Councilman Medlin stated that the Planning Board has done a fantastic job. As you saw tonight if we don’t have citizens at these meetings it makes our job harder.  It is highly important that citizens come to Planning Board and Council meetings. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for coming and thanked the Planning Board members and appreciated the time they had put into preparing everything to make it easier for each side to look at. Have a very good Easter.

Councilman Fowler Wished everyone Happy Easter and thanked everyone that participated in public forums. It is important for us to hear your concerns and ideas to reach a decision.  He stated that he appreciated the Board approving the Recreation Committee’s recommendations on Rules and Regulations.  He commented that the flags at the park are very attractive.

Councilman Helms Thanked everyone for coming out and participating. We try to do the best we can with your help.  It showed tonight how important it is to bring neighbors and let us know about things. Wished everyone a Happy Easter. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that they had started the pier at the park and soon will be open to fish on.

Mayor Guy 

· Sidewalk under construction on S. Shore Drive is using pervious concrete.

· Economic Development Committee- Town hired Regional Development Center at ECU to help find ways to enhance economy and will be coming soon to Council for approval and direction.

· Tourism is the industry for the east side of Pender County and officials met in Outer banks to discuss Post Labor Day School openings. Pender County at their last Commissioners Meeting endorsed their support to start school the Tuesday after Labor Day.

· DOT is still working in the area to help us.
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Manager Reports

· Will meet with Surf City Pier owner and get a committee to meet and discuss how close surfers can get to pier and what is a safe distance. Committee members: Larry Rice, Chief Halstead, Councilman Fowler, Ed Lore, and Manager Moore. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the committee and second by Councilman Medlin. Motion unanimously carried.

· Bike path from Surf Condo to North Topsail Beach town line was received today.

· Mosquitoes- Spoke with State biologist and is sending Mike Ott to school.  State found the town a sprayer and donated it to the Town.  The Chemical company will help us set it up.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that Onslow County and Pender County should continue spraying when it’s needed.

· Yard waste pick up for limbs, shrubs, and bushes is scheduled for 4/21-22/04.

Town Attorney Report

No report at this time.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

___________________________


______________________________

Jane B. Kirk, Finance Clerk



A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

