Town of Surf City Council Meeting

Minutes

May 1, 2001

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Also present for the meeting were Nelva Albury, mayor pro tem, Dexter Blizzard, Doug Medlin, and Don Helms, councilmen, Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.    Councilman Medlin gave the invocation, and Mayor Guy recognized Joe Paliotti, who has lived on the island 50 years today.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the March 27 special meeting were approved upon motion by Mayor pro tem Albury, second by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Minutes of the April 3 regular meeting were approved upon motion by Councilman Medlin, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Public Hearing – Definitions and Motel Parking Standards

Mayor Guy opened the hearing at 7:09 p.m. for comments on zoning text amendments recommended by the planning board.  The proposed amendments were to change the definition of “condominium” and add an interpretive clarification guide, to define “motels and hotels”, and to change the primary parking standards for motels from two spaces for every three units to six spaces for every five units, plus employee parking.  No one present wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:11 p.m.  Councilman Blizzard moved, out of respect for Councilman Luther, to table the item until Councilman Luther is able to attend the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Public Hearing – Temporary Use Permits

Mayor Guy opened the hearing at 7:13 p.m. for comments on the proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance delegating authority to the town manager or his designee to approve temporary structures on construction sites.  Mr. Thomas pointed out that the amendment would serve to streamline the process of approving construction field offices.  No one present wished to comment, and the hearing was closed at 7:14 p.m.  Motion by Mayor pro tem Albury, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendation of staff, and approve the amendment.  

Treasure Coast Landing, Phase II – Site Plan

Upon motion by Councilman Blizzard, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried, Councilman Medlin, at his request, was excused from discussion and voting. Mr. Thomas reviewed the site plan and conditions - that no parking would be allowed along the central driveway and the sewer lines would be smoke tested and approved by the town utilities director - with which the owner agreed to comply.  Mayor pro tem Albury moved to approve the site plan contingent on compliance with the stated conditions.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Tropical Winds, Section I – Mobile Home Subdivision Final Plat

There were 47 lots originally proposed for Section I of the subdivision, but as improvements were made, it was determined that eight additional lots were also buildable.  Therefore, the developers are seeking approval for 55 lots.  Mayor pro tem Albury moved to approve Tropical Winds, Section 1 final plat.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.
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Beach Reconnaissance Study Report

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completed the draft Beach Reconnaissance Report for Surf City and North Topsail Beach.  The report determines that there is a Federal interest in pursuing the study into the feasibility phase.  The feasibility study, at an estimated cost of $3,000,000, is expected to take about three years to complete.  Surf City’s cost share is estimated to be $750,000.  Motion was made by Councilman Blizzard to authorize the mayor to send the required Letter of Intent to proceed with the study, and to designate the town manager as the Town’s lead representative for the study.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Request for Donation of County Property for Community/Recreation Center
Pender County owns a 23 acre site, almost half of which was actively used for a landfill, on J. H. Batts Road.  Mr. Thomas asked Council to request transfer of the property at the front of the former landfill site to the Town for the purpose of developing a community/recreation center.  Request of the transfer would be contingent upon further investigations of the site to confirm its suitability for a community/recreation center. Councilman Helms moved to request that the Pender County Commissioners agree to transfer the property to the Town, contingent upon further investigations of the site to confirm its suitability for the intended use.  The motion was seconded by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried.   Mr. Lanier advised that the Town would incur no liability for the portion of the site that was never used as a landfill unless the County went broke.  If that occurred, then there could be a second liability.  Mr. Thomas informed Council that the back portion of the property had never been used as a landfill, either, and the Town might want to look at that site in the future.

Agreement of Donation of Funds for Youth Recreation Facility

Mrs. Bessie Mae Batts, who was instrumental in founding a not-for-profit organization for the purpose of building a recreation facility to serve the youth of the community, is willing to transfer the funds raised by the Coastal Recreation, Inc. to the Town if there is an explicit agreement to use the funds to develop a community/recreation center that includes facilities for youth recreation.    If approved by Council, Mr. Thomas stated that a specific Capital Reserve Fund would be set up which would be dedicated to that purpose, and in which the funds from Coastal Recreation, Inc. would be held.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin to enter into an agreement with Coastal Recreation, Inc. for donation and use of the funds they raised for a youth recreation facility.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Grant Application Authorizations

Councilman Blizzard moved, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to approve submission of applications for a Coastal Management Shoreline Access Grant, a Coastal Management Planning and Management Grant, a Community-Oriented Policing Grant, and Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. Sandy Ledbetter, President of the Topsail Area Association of Realtors, said that the realtors completely support the Town’s efforts to provide a park for residents and tourists.  Mike Hendricks, 1523 S. Shore Drive, on behalf of the Chamber, indicated that the Chamber also is in favor of the park, and the more land the Town has for a park, the more opportunities for residents and guests to enjoy the island.  Bill Clark, who owns a mobile home in Mira Mar Mobile Home Park, questioned the amount of grant funding for which the Town applied, and how the funding would affect the projects.  He asked Council to delay the date that tenants are required to vacate the property until 10/01/2002.
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Satellite Annexation Request-Medlin Property

At Councilman Medlin’s request, he was excused from voting upon motion by Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.  The Town received a petition from Douglas C. and Cathy G. Medlin for annexation of a one-acre tract of land located north of the Town’s public works building.  A public hearing on the annexation petition was scheduled for June 5, 2001, by motion of Councilman Blizzard, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Mutual Aid Agreements Authorization for Disaster Response

Motion by Mayor pro tem Albury, second by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to authorize the town manager to seek and execute mutual aid agreements for disaster response with any jurisdictions he deems appropriate, provided that such agreements would not require the Town to provide assistance that would impair the basic continuation of municipal services and provided that the contracting parties pay each other for any personnel, equipment, and related costs associated with such mutual aid assistance. 

Large Items Pickup Policy

Sweep types of large item (furniture, appliances, etc.) pickups are not feasible or cost-effective for Surf City due to the small year-round population and low-density locations of most year-round residents.  Mr. Thomas recommended keeping large item pickups privatized.  Motion by Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried to follow the town manager’s recommendation and continue to provide referrals for large item pickup to private businesses that provide this service.

Taxicab Ordinance Provisions

The Town’s current ordinance regulating taxicabs provides no standards for licensing or operation.  Judy Perkins, 102 Geranium Drive, Hampstead, addressed Council.  She has been operating a shuttle service with two vans, and last month, which she said was a slow month, received 1076 calls.  The number of calls she receives indicates a very necessary service.  Motion was made by Councilman Blizzard to adopt the revised taxicab ordinance and fees as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Budget Amendment – Fiscal 2000-2001

Motion by Councilman Blizzard, second by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to adopt the budget amendment for the Waterfront Park Capital Project, attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.  

Property Tax Releases

Councilman Medlin moved to release the property taxes attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Designation of Official to Make ABC Permit Recommendations

Motion by Councilman Helms, second by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution designating the police chief as the Town official to make recommendations to the NC ABC Commission on ABC permits applications.
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Public Forum

*Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive, said that he was 100% in favor of providing things that the citizens and tourists need.  He asked about the status of additional water storage that was discussed a couple of years ago.

*Steve Hogan, Broadway Avenue, indicated disappointment that the noise ordinance was not on the agenda for this month.  He also questioned whether the police chief would conduct investigations prior to making recommendations concerning ABC permits.

Council Forum

*Mayor pro tem Albury thanked folks for attending Spring Fling, and thanked town staff for their help with the festival.

*Councilman Medlin expressed appreciation to residents for their attendance at Council meetings.  He thanked Town folks and volunteers for their help with Spring Fling, and thanked Mr. Thomas for his hard work on grant applications.

*Councilman Blizzard reiterated other Council members’ thanks.  He asked that the noise ordinance be expedited, and moved that the mayor appoint a committee of five – one council member, one bar owner, the town manager, one police officer, and one citizen - to look into the noise ordinance revision.  The motion was seconded by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried.  Mayor Guy and Councilman Blizzard will meet tomorrow to select the committee members.  

*Councilman Helms extended appreciation to all those who helped with Spring Fling, and he thanked the residents for their attendance at Council meetings.  

*Mayor Guy also expressed appreciation for citizens’ interest in town government, and commented on the positive image that Surf City is presenting.  He gave special recognition to the Kiwanis Club and those folks who work on Spring Fling and Autumn with Topsail, the two festivals that enable the towns to bring in additional visitors in the spring and fall.

Town Manager Reports

*Mr. Thomas complimented Mike Harris on his fine work with Spring Fling.

*Town officials are invited to the ribbon cutting and grand opening of Holiday Inn Express on Thursday, May 3 at 5:30 p.m.

*Mr. Thomas distributed complete draft documents of the Hazard Mitigation Plan to the Board.  A workshop to discuss the Plan was scheduled for Thursday, May 10 at 5:30 p.m.

*The widening project along Hwy 50/210 is on-going.

*NC Department of Transportation plans to close one lane of traffic at a time on May 7 in order to install a drainage cross-pipe near Hardee’s.

*Save Our State Coastal Issues Forum will be held on May 18th at the Wilmington Hilton.  Councilman Luther and Mayor pro tem Albury will attend.

*Town Hall Day is May 23rd.  A luncheon has already been scheduled with one representative. 

*At Mr. Thomas’s suggestion, a meeting for presentation of the budget was scheduled for May 24th at 5:30 p.m.  This date will allow a budget hearing to be held at the June regular meeting.

*The first Thursday garbage collection will be June 14th.  The additional pickup costs approximately $3,000 extra per week.

*The Town received a letter from Pender County advising that tip fees will increase by about 6% this year.  Most of Surf City’s waste goes to Onslow County, so the increase will not affect Surf City as much as it otherwise would.  The County also indicated that they would try to spray for mosquitoes every 2 ½  weeks.    If spraying is required more often than scheduled, the charge to 
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the Town will be $100 per hour.  

*The Hurricane Preparedness exercise for the Town is scheduled for June 8th.

*The final easement (a lift station site) for the sewer project is now under contract.  Bid specifications for extension of sanitary sewer to the annexed area should be sent out later this month, with bid opening scheduled for June 21st.

*Council’s Strategic Plan referenced a day camp or other seasonal recreation.  Council was in agreement with Mr. Thomas’s proposal to hire a college student to do summer recreation with young people.  

*A list of street repairs is ready to go to bidders.

Town Attorney Reports

Mr. Lanier indicated that the Town should close on the Yow property next week.

New Town Logo

After viewing the various choices for a new Town logo, the double dolphin was unanimously selected for the new Town logo upon motion by Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Blizzard.  

Closed Session – Acquisition of Property (Godwin Real Estate)

At 8:30 p.m., motion was made by Councilman Blizzard, second by Mayor pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried to go into closed session to discuss property acquisition.

Council returned to open session at 8:42 p.m. 

Mayor pro tem Albury advised that a request had been made for Surf City to host the Onslow County Mayors’ Meeting.  Discussion of the request will be added to the special meeting agenda.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

________________________




__________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

Town of Surf City
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Mr. Thomas informed Council that Larry Godwin approached the Town to determine if the Town would be interested in purchasing his lot, located adjacent to the Broadway Street Town property.  Mr. Godwin is asking $49,500.   Four comparables range between $34,000 and $37,500.   Mr. Godwin purchased his lot last year for $34,000.   It was the consensus of Council to authorize Mr. Thomas to negotiate with Mr. Godwin for purchase of his property, with the purchase price not to exceed $37,900.

Council returned to open session at 8:42 p.m.

