Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

January 7, 2003

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Councilmen Helms, Luther, and Medlin, Attorney Tim Oswalt, town manager J. Michael Moore, town clerk Janet Thomas, finance clerk Jane Kirk, town planner Todd Rademacher, and police chief Michael Halstead. 

Presentations

On behalf of the Town Council, Mayor Guy presented a plaque to Janet Chamblee Thomas for her years of service to the town.  She has turned in her notice of resignation and will be relocating to Texas.

Mayor Guy introduced Tim Oswalt, attorney with Lanier and Fountain, who was legal counsel for the Town in Mr. Lanier’s absence from the meeting.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the December 3 regular meeting were unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Variance Hearing and Request for Property Located at 2509 South Shore Drive

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m. for comments on a variance from Section 10.2.3 of the Subdivision Regulations to reduce the average lot depth from the required 100 feet to 90 feet for property located along the canal at the back of Tract #10, 2509 South Shore Drive.  Mr. Rademacher explained that Lawrence Ward (S & W Investments) proposed to create a 24-lot subdivision on the tract of land located between Maritime Plantation and Channelbend subdivisions.  The property is zoned R-5.  The back portion of the property is divided by a canal, which makes it impossible for Mr. Ward to develop the property along the canal as he proposes without a variance to the lot depth requirement.  Mr. Rademacher added that, at the present time, the applicant was uncertain whether he could even get 90 feet lots because of CAMA requirements. Deeded ocean access and a common boat ramp—also, if approved by CAMA, would be built for property owners in the subdivision. 

John Myers, a resident of Topsail Beach and owner of property at 106 Channelbend, was sworn and questioned whether the reduced lot depth would only apply to the canal front lots.  He also expressed concern that the variance application process required only a sketch plan.  He said that he still supported the variance because the developer proposed larger total lot area that the ordinance required.  

Thomas Eslick, 116 Channelbend, announced that he supported the statements made by Mr. Myers. He thought it appropriate that complete drawings should be reviewed prior to variance approval.  Mr. Rademacher explained that the sketch plan would not absolve the applicant from the subdivision approval process. The applicant must submit a preliminary and a final plat before Council gives final approval.  Mr. Rademacher pointed out that the sketch plan was a concept to assist developers before they spend a lot of money.  
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Donnie Stevens, the other partner in the project, presented copies of plans for the proposed project.  He advised that seven lots would be 90 feet by 65 feet if permitted by CAMA.  He said that each property owner in the development would have a deeded boat slip on the other side of the canal, which could not be sold to anyone else.  He reiterated that the size of the lots and boat slips was dependant on what CAMA would permit.

There were no other comments. Mayor Guy closed the public hearing at 7:21 p.m. and reconvened the regular meeting. Councilman Helms moved to approve the variance as recommended by the Planning Board. The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther and unanimously carried.

S & W Investments Sketch Plan (Tract #10, 2509 S. Shore Drive)

S & W Investments propose to develop a 24-lot subdivision on property located at 2509 South Shore Drive.  The property is zoned R-5.  The property owners in the subdivision will have deeded ocean access, and if approved by CAMA, a neighborhood boat ramp.  Upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Medlin, the sketch plan for S & W Investments was unanimously approved as presented.

Docksider Site Plan

Mr. and Mrs. Ryce propose to build a new 5000 square foot addition to their building located at 14061 Ocean Highway 50.  Additional parking spaces exceed the minimum requirement. For better traffic flow, the current driveway on NC Hwy 50-210 will be closed, a vehicular access closer to Ace Hardware will be built, and the entrance from J. H. Batts Road will be widened.  A stormwater plan has been designed and is on file in Town Hall.  The owners will also construct sidewalks along NC Hwy 50-210.  Landscape plans are in compliance with the recent amendment to the Town’s Landscape Ordinance. The Planning Board recommended approval of the site plan. Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to follow the Planning Board recommendation and approve the site plan as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Sand Dollar Real Estate, Inc.  Site Plan

Barney and Joy Rhodes submitted a site plan for construction of an office and residential property on property located at 214 North Topsail Drive.  The one-story building’s use will be the new office for Sand Dollar Real Estate plus a small residential unit. Stormwater will be controlled through a system of piping that will run under the parking lot.  Plans for parking, landscaping and sidewalks are in compliance with Town Zoning Ordinance requirements.  The Planning Board recommended approval of the site plan. Because Mayor Guy works at Sand Dollar Real Estate, he asked to be excused from discussion of the agenda item.  Upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms, Mayor Guy was unanimously excused from discussion of the site plan for Sand Dollar Real Estate, Inc., and Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked for a motion on the site plan.  Coucilman Medlin moved to approve the site plan.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.
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Larry & Linda Batson Site Plan

Larry & Linda Batson are seeking approval of a site plan to construct a 2,475 square foot, 50-seat restaurant at the corner of NC Hwy 50-210 and Atkinson Point Road. The entrance will be from Atkinson Point Road.  There will be two exits, one onto Atkinson Point Road and one onto NC Hwy 50-210.  The exit onto Hwy 50-210 will be a right turn only. Stormwater will be handled through an infiltration system with a stormwater basin at the rear of the lot.  The plan calls for 22 parking spaces, two more than are required by the Town’s parking ordinance.  Sidewalks will be built adjacent to the restaurant property along NC Hwy 50-210 and Atkinson Point Road.  The landscaping plan is in compliance with the Town’s landscaping requirements.  The Planning Board recommends approval of the site plan.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to approve the site plan.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther and unanimously carried.

Surf Side Sports Site Plan

Elizabeth Fussell, owner of Surf Side Sports submitted a site plan for a 4000 square foot building to be constructed on property zoned C-1 and located adjacent to the existing building on North Topsail Drive, and directly behind Island Delights.  The parking lots will interconnect.  Stormwater will be piped to a storage system located under the parking area.  Proposed additional parking for the building, landscaping, and sidewalks are in compliance with current ordinance requirements. The Planning Board recommends approval of the site plan. Upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms, the site plan for Surf Side Sports was unanimously approved.

Conditional Use Hearing and Request for a Conditional Use Permit for a 36-Hole Miniature Golf Facility

Mayor Guy recessed the regular meeting and convened a public hearing for comments on a request by H & D Properties, LLC to construct a 36-hole miniature golf facility, Shipwreck Point Golf, on a 2.146-acre parcel of land located on NC Hwy 50-210 adjacent to Treasure Coast Landing.  The property, located in the C-3 district, permits outdoor amusements, including min-golf facilities, as a conditional use. Conditions for use include one parking space for each 100 square feet of building, permanent restroom facilities, the principal structure located so as not to act as a traffic hazard, no spot lights or other lighting devices that would interfere with the adjoining property, streets or highways, and a minimum lot size of two acres.  A stormwater plan for the project has been submitted. The proposed landscaping meets current ordinance requirements.  Sidewalks will be built along NC Hwy 50-210 and along the new road that will be constructed on the south side of the property.  Access to the property will be from the new road, and not from NC Hwy 50-210.  The Planning Board recommends approval contingent on the above conditions and the condition that no three-dimensional figures or decorations other than those shown on the site plan be permitted.  There were no public comments and the hearing was subsequently closed and the regular meeting reconvened.  
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The permit to construct a 36-hole miniature golf facility adjacent to Treasure Coast Landing conditional on the conditions outlined in the Zoning Ordinance and that no three-dimensional figures or decorations other than those shown on the site plan would be permitted was unanimously granted upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Luther.

Shipwreck Point Golf Site Plan

H & D Properties, LLC of South Carolina proposes to build two 18-hole miniature golf courses on a 2.146-acre parcel of land located adjacent to Treasure Coast Landing on NC Hwy 50-210.  The property, located in the C-3 district, permits outdoor amusements, including min-golf facilities, as a conditional use.  A conditional use permit was granted by Town Council.  Councilman Helms moved to approve the site plan for Shipwreck Point Golf.  The motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, unanimously carried.

Soundside Park Bids

Mr. Moore announced that the bids for construction of improvements at Soundside Park were opened.  Six bids for the project were received.  At the bid opening, it was determined that three of the bids were not properly submitted and had to be rejected leaving three qualified bids. The lowest bidder was Dixie General Contractors who bid $990,000.  Because of the high bids, Mr. Moore said that he met with the engineers, the Town’s inspector and planner to determine what could be changed to get the bids down in the total cost.  He then recommended that Council reject all bids and re-bid with project with modifications in the specs or breakup the project.  In response to concerns over project delay, Mr. Moore advised that the delay should not exceed 30 days.  The consensus of Council was to make design modifications and re-bid the project.   Councilman Medlin moved to reject all bids, make design modifications, and re-bid the project at the manger’s discretion.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried. 

2003 Regular Council Meeting Schedule

With the exception of the regular November meeting date, there appeared to be no activities that would conflict with the Council meeting the first Tuesday of each month.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to accept the meeting schedule as presented and change the November 4 meeting to Wednesday, November 5 at 7:00 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Tax Releases

Due to clerical errors, Pender County has authorized release of real and personal property taxes for seven tax bills. Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to release taxes for the seven bills that Pender County authorized.
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Records Retention and Disposition Schedule Amendment

The Government Records Branch of the Division of Historical Resources issued a new municipal records retention and distribution schedule in August 1997, which was approved by Council.  The schedule with amendments provides disposal authority of public municipal records by the Town.  An amendment was made to the schedule in 2001, and approved.  Following approval by Council of the most recent statewide amendments, the new pages will replace referenced amended items in the retention schedule.  Councilman Helms moved to approve the 2002 amendments to the Municipal Records Retention and Disposition Schedule issued by the Division of Historical Resources.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Contractors’ Use of Hydrant Meters for Installation of Construction Pilings

Contractors are more and more making use of the Town’s hydrant meters to install (jet in) construction pilings which, because of increased flow of water, creates a turbulence that scours the inside of the pipes, breaking loose rust and sediment that has accumulated in the water lines, thereby causing problems for Town residents. Town Hall staff receives numerous complaints and calls because of rusty water that can result from contractors’ use of the hydrant meters.  Mr. Moore requested additional time to gather more information and alternatives for contractors’ use.  It was the consensus of Council to postpone any action on contractors’ use of hydrant meters until the manager has more study time on the issue.

Parking on Town Rights-of-Way

