Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

May 6, 2003

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, Attorney Tim Oswalt, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, Finance Clerk Jane Kirk, Police Chief Michael Halstead, Asst. Police Chief Ron Shanahan and Town Planner Todd Rademacher.

Recognition

Mayor Guy, Police Chief Michael Halstead, and Asst. Police Chief Ron Shanahan presented the graduates of the 2003 Citizen Police Academy with certificates. 

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the April 1, 2003 Regular Council Meeting were recommended to be approved by the Town Attorney Tim Oswalt, and then unanimously approved by the Council upon a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Medlin. 

Announcements

National Police Week, May 12-16 with May 15 also being Peace Officer’s Memorial Day. Municipal Clerk Week April 27-May 3. Mother’s Day May 11th.

Amendment of Town Charter – Term of Mayor

Town Manager Michael Moore presented background. Town Council advertised and presented Resolution of Intent to consider an Ordinance Amending the Charter of the Town changing the Term of Mayor from two years to four. The Public Hearing was conducted April 1, 2003.  Six citizens spoke in favor of the proposed change while no one spoke against.  Council took no action from the public hearing allowing more time for citizens input and scheduled this council meeting as the date for this to come again before Council for a decision and vote to either approve or disapprove.    Motion was made by a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Helms to approve the change in Term of Mayor. Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Amendment of Town Charter – Town Seal

Presented by Town Manager Michael Moore, the new Town Logo was unanimously selected on 5-1-01 to be the double dolphin upon a motion by Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Blizzard.  The seal had to be registered with the North Carolina Secretary of State before it could be used on official documents. The seal was registered on March 3, 2003. Motion was made by Councilmember Medlin to change the Town Seal Officially and seconded by Councilmember Luther.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Tax Releases

Presented by Finance Director Jane Kirk, due to clerical errors Pender County has authorized release of real and personal property taxes for thirty-six tax bills. Motion was 
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made by Councilmember Helms to release the taxes and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Cove at Boca Bay Site Plan

Town Planner Rademacher presented the sketch plan request. The sketch plan proposes 11 new lots on the first phase of development on the property formerly known as Great Oaks Mobile Home Park located behind Tiffany’s Motel off of Pender Avenue.  The 11-lots are proposed to contain 2 town homes each for a total of 22 units on this first phase of development. The existing home shown on the plan is to remain as a separate lot and dwelling.  The current renters have been notified by the property owner that the mobile homes and other structures are to be removed by the middle of April.  Several of the existing units have already been removed from the property.  The applicant has also been made aware that a rezoning of the property to R-5 from R-5M to allow for single family and multi-family dwellings.  Councilman Luther questioned about the 30-foot portion that was encroaching CAMA regulations and Mr. Rademacher assured him that Charles Riggs had corrected the maps. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Medlin to approve the sketch plan. Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Cedar Point – Preliminary Plan

Town Planner Rademacher presented the preliminary plan request. The subdivision is located between the Channelbend and Maritime Subdivisions off of South Shore Drive.  The subdivision will consist of 19 lots with the point lot containing five town homes.  Water and sewer plans have been reviewed and are in compliance with town codes.  The developer is also trying to work with the Channelbend residents in regards to sewer line connections.  Boat slips are proposed along the canal for the interior lots and a boardwalk is to be constructed along the canal.  Water looping connection will be provided to the neighboring subdivisions.  The developer is also working with the staff on a proposal for sidewalks due to strict state regulation on impervious surface. Motion was made by Councilman Helms and second by Councilman Medlin to approve the preliminary plan. Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Amendment of Town Ordinance – Lighting 

Town Planner Rademacher presented request for ordinance change, to add specific requirements to the outdoor lighting policy for the Town.  Also, to create a lighting ordinance that protects the Town’s appearance to the citizens and it’s visitors.   This amendment was first brought to the council several months ago for further review.  Since that time several new businesses have been approved with large amounts of light.  Also, the planning board, staff and Cape Fear COG representatives have reviewed and made appropriate changes to the ordinance that will work well for both commercial and residential development. Motion was made by Councilman Luther to approve addition and changes and second by Councilman Helms. Council unanimously approved the motion.  
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Storm Water Drainage for 6th & 9th Streets

Town Manager Michael Moore equated authorization to proceed with a pilot project for 6th & 9th streets. In the Stormwater Management Study which was prepared for Surf City in July 2000, 6th and 9th streets were both identified as areas with Stormwater problems.  The concern the Town Manager had with the Study is the Sock Pipe method for correcting the problems.  Manager talked with other engineer firms and the Town’s Public Works Employees and all feel that the Sock Pipe can work but in this sandy environment they will generally stop up within three to four years.  Manager has been in contact with the manufacture of the material that was placed down in the 2700 block by the state.  They have a smaller size pipe and because of the ground water level the Manager feels this may be our best alternative. Motion was made to approve the pilot plan by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Water Shortage Response Ordinance

Town Manger Michael Moore reported request to Council to review information from the Division of Water Resources and consider establishing a Water Shortage Response Ordinance.  Council has taken the necessary steps to address our water system infrastructure in order to address demand for the immediate future.  With the current work now in progress and a plan in place, the remaining item Council needs to address is a method to handle potential water shortage.  The Manager thinks Surf City, in order to show good faith to the State, does indeed need to have an ordinance to address potential shortages. Mayor Pro Tem Albury made the motion to review and set time when Council to discuss further. Councilman Medlin seconded motion and Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Public Forum

Inez Bradt, 208 Doe Ridge Rd., Hampstead, Mrs. Bradt stated she was proud of the large graduation class of Citizen Police Academy.  Mrs. Bradt then spoke to the audience about the six pack rings recycling program and contest at area schools.  

Dave Keefer, 103 S. Shore Drive, Mr. Keefer wanted everyone to know that if someone wanted to send Mr. Paliotti a letter they could send it to Wilbery. Mayor Guy advised that Mr. Paliotti would be coming home on May 7th, that to send letters to Mr. Paliotti’s home. 

Council Forum
Councilman Helms thanked everyone that participated in the Fire Department Auxiliary supper Saturday night.  Regarding tax evaluations he encouraged everyone to contact the County Commissioners, also about a 3 cent tax for the property owners in Surf City to upgrade a sewer line from Burgaw to Wallace.  East side of County is paying 66 2/3% of tax base.  EMS and fire are having problems with pagers and radios and they wanted to charge all these taxes but they don’t want to correct anything.  It’s putting property in bad perspective if the fire fighters and EMS workers in town during the day don’t get paged then you have that many more not showing up to help.  Councilman Helms encouraged everyone to contact Commissioners, that it’s not fair for citizens of Surf City to pay for sewer line that we are not going to get anything out of project.  
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Councilman Helms complained to Sheriff Carson who stated he had 250-300,000 in budget but wants to wait 2 or 3 years before he corrects this problem.  We can’t wait 2 to 3 years.  Councilman Helms would like to see Council make a Resolution objecting to the Citizens of Surf City having to pay 3 cents. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion in supporting objection of sewer line from Burgaw to Wallace and was second by Councilman Medlin. Council unanimously approved this motion. 

Councilman Luther stated it was good to see everyone and good to see many volunteers that were sitting in the audience.  This is what makes our town click, and will be vibrant when people are so interested in their little parts that they do on our committees to make this town go so well. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated she was happy of everyone that serves on a committee. Everyone was dong such a good job and it makes us feel great to see our citizens sitting in the audience giving us support in what we’re doing.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury stated that we are going forward in Surf City and Lord willing we are going to continue going forward. 

Councilman Helms stated he had talked to the  Fire Commission and Sheriff and the Sheriff thinks they have 250-300,000 in 911 budget.  The Citizens will start paying 7 cents on $1.00 for EMS. Encouraged citizens to contact County Commissions to get a standard rate for everyone not per dollar amount.  Stated it was not fair for everyone in County.  We can not wait 2 to 3 years until someone gets hurt or looses a life because no one hears the pager or radio, something should be done now 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury suggested that someone from Council go down and get onto the County Commissioners Agenda and let them know how the Council feels about the taxes, rescue, the pager and all things because they are going into budget now and if we don’t do something now, it’s going to be done before we do anything about it.  

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for being here, and Happy Mother’s Day.
Councilman Medlin  thanked each and everyone for coming and said that he felt we are being unjustly charged. Collect for sewer from the other side of the county.  We are not getting anything extra for that extra money we will be paying to the county.  We don’t have a County Representative here, our Representative is Steve Holland in Burgaw.  We will need to contact each of them.

Public Comment
Boyce Kay 2512 S. Shore Drive, wanted to state that they had just finished Spring Fling and said that Councilman Curley did a great job putting it together. 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury requested that the town Manger get up with Topsail Beach and see if they want to go in with us and get us all on the Agenda to attend one of the County 
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Commissioners Meetings. If we show that us on this side of the county are against things the better luck we might have.

Mayor Guy wanted to recognize the Town’s Finance Director Jane Kirk as the President of Surf City EMS and that May 18-24 is National EMS week. Mayor Guy thanks everyone for coming, this Council is working together to accomplish the things that need to be done in your community.  We hope you are pleased with the results. The Council knows we cannot solve all the problems.  Stormwater being a major problem, this board has contacted the local authorities to get as much assistance we can.  Recently received $15,000 for the Onslow County portion.  and we are working on that. 

Manager Reports

· Water tank paint rolling is underway.  The tank had structural problems regarding metal and will be draining tank on Wednesday and refilling it on Thursday.
· Will be bringing to review cost of a 200,000 gal ground tank on mainland for consideration.

· Soundside Park boardwalk is basically done.  They are putting the handrails up, and will be starting on four little observation piers hopefully beginning of next week. Six covered shelters should arrive next week and hope to have them installed shortly. Amphitheater should be here 2 weeks after that. We are shooting for the goal to have this phase done for the July 3rd Firework Celebration to hold an opening. 

· Bike Paths were started last Friday with cutting driveways and removing concrete.  Have received no complaints yet.  Project to be completed by end of June first of July.

· Roland Ave is being worked on by State on a portion of storm drainage. There is still a matter of getting up with district engineer about completing work to Bank of America. 

· Broadway parking is completed.  Ran into snags with public restrooms facilities.  Steve Padgett assures there will have restrooms by Memorial Day on that site.

· Mosquito spraying will be starting Memorial Day to be 3 days a week and will also be doing the Onslow portion, and if we need more frequently we can call for an on-call basis. 

· Stormwater concerns is being addressed by Council and directed staff at workshop to get together cost at major areas on Hwy 50/S. Shore Drive and will be bringing it back to Council at next meeting so they can say to get it done and to stop this problem now. 

· Budget discussions will be underway when Council is ready for us to bring them the budget to start considering.  We have been waiting for numbers from Pender County, we did get some today.  We still don’t have the personal property numbers but we do have a pretty good number we think on real estate values. 

· Beach Renourishment with Corp of Engineers last week completed sonar scanning to identify potential sand sources for Beach Renourishment.  We won’t have final numbers until middle or end of July.  Hopefully in September Corp will come back out in areas they have identified as potential sand sites and will be doing sand samples and by late fall will have good data on where the sand is and how much is out there.  We will have a 
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better handle on cost per mile to pump the sand on the beach. Also will have more information on web site soon regarding Beach Renourishment.

· Request for Council to consider porta-johns at public beach access was received.  If Council considers request would be to place them in wood structures for looks. 

· Addresses for beach access have been ordered and should be in any day. 

Councilman Luther asked if the boche ball and shuffleboard would be ready when the park opens. Town Manager Moore’s first response was no sir, stating that he would hate to put a final product on the project until all construction work is done, so construction equipment will not damage area.  The games would be one of the last things that will be put in the park.

Town Attorney Reports

No Town Attorney Report. 

Adjournment

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Luther and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                        ______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

