Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting

March 7, 2000

The March regular Council meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. and Mayor Guy gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were Council Members Luther, Albury, Medlin, Blizzard, and Helms, and Attorney Lanier.

February 1 Council meeting minutes were approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Council Member Helms, and unanimously carried.

Mayor Guy presented a proclamation in memory of R. L. Church to Mrs. Church and her family.

Engineers’ Report 

David Criser and Don Butler with Criser and Troutman Consulting Engineers presented the results of the engineering study to determine the best location for an additional elevated water tank.  Based on existing data and computer analyses, Mr. Butler recommended that, based on immediate need, the additional tank should be located on the south end of town between Shae’s Landing Subdivision and Hispanola Lane.  Mr. Butler did not recommend the use of booster pumps on a regular basis; they could cause negative pressure at the end of the system and are costly to operate and maintain.  

Holly Ridge Fireworks      

The cost for the town to participate in the July 4th fireworks display to be held at Holly Ridge is $1250.  Motion by Council Member Medlin for Surf City to contribute $1250 to the Holly Ridge fireworks and change the date for Surf City’s fireworks display to July 1st.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Condemnation Appeal Hearing for Property Located at 2717 B S. Shore Drive

Lee Biggar, representative attorney for Topsail Development Corporation advised Council that he was present to preserve the property owner’s rights.  He indicated that he could not argue that the property is not more 50% damaged, but that it could be repaired.  He advised that the owner is currently in a position of helplessness.  The insurance settlement should be completed within three to six months.  Two liens of $80,000 on each house are outstanding.  The owner is not in a position to borrow money, and he could not say that it was in the owner’s best interest to repair the structure.  He appealed to Council for more time.  He admitted that even with more time, he could not say that the owner would have a plan of action.  Jim Ward and John Hauser were sworn.  Mr. Ward testified that the adjacent homeowners have been looking at the eyesore for years, even before Mr. Biggar’s client purchased the property.  He believed that, based on information provided in the previous hearing, the best option would be to bulldoze the house.  The building inspector, Floyd Stewart, testified that the cost to repair the structure well exceeds more than 50% of the value of the house.  Mr. Biggar himself brought a contractor who estimated repairs to be at least $180,000.  Following the time extension granted in October for repairs to be made, no work was done; the owner did not act in good faith.  Mr. Stewart testified that the condition of the house as it now appears is dangerous, not habitable, and has structural defects.  All insulation has been wet since Hurricane Fran in 1996, and in its present condition, the house is not reparable. He requested that the condemnation be upheld.  Attorney Biggar agreed that the contractor acted in bad faith, that the owner is in MA, that the owner paid the contractor well beyond the work that the contractor did, and that the owner has made an effort to hire another contractor.  He commented that, without consideration of economics, the house could be repaired.  Linda Greene, an adjacent property owner, stated that she read the engineer’s report that said the house was structurally flawed in its original construction.  She asked that Council uphold the condemnation and issue an order to remove the structure.   Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to uphold the condemnation order and have the house torn down.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Luther and unanimously carried.
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Onslow Water and Sewer Authority  
Jeff Hudson, Assistant Manager for Onslow County, addressed Council concerning the Onslow Water and Sewer Authority.  A task force was formed several years ago to research different options to meet requests for water and sewer service.  In 1998, a Joint Utility Resources Team made up of representatives from Onslow County, Richlands, Holly Ridge, Swansboro, and Jacksonville, was formed.  He said that some towns have problems with water or wastewater; Onslow County’s problem is septic tanks.  Camp Lejeune has more than 5 million gallons per day of excess sewer capacity; the Authority will join with Camp Lejeune to treat excess wastewater.  Studies were made of existing water and wastewater systems in Onslow County in order to regionalize solutions, and it was agreed that a water and sewer authority, governed by a board composed of elected officials from each unit of government was the way to proceed.  By March 27 Onslow County municipalities will hold public hearings to consider adopting by-laws for the Authority.  Onslow County’s public hearing date is March 20; North Topsail Beach has already held its hearing.  If entities agree and are ready to move forward, the Secretary of State issues a corporate charter.  Mr. Hudson anticipates that the first organizational meeting, when officers are elected, will be held in April.  Following another report to the Secretary of State, everything will be finalized and a public body formed, which becomes an entity like a town or committee. Mr. Hudson advised that if Surf City chooses to join the Authority, it may do so before the Authority is formed if proper notice and required hearings can be held, or it may join after the Authority is formed.  If Surf City joins after the Authority is formed, it will deal directly with the Authority.  A board of directors made up of two elected officials from Onslow County, two from Jacksonville, one from Holly Ridge, and one from Swansboro, and one from Richlands will rule the Authority.  The Board has powers to condemn, assess, issue revenue debt, mandate hook-ups, set rates, etc.  Municipalities potentially give up their water and sewer systems. 

Bike Path Update

Walt Turner, Chairman of the Recreation Advisory Committee, addressed Council concerning the committee’s intent to reapply for grant funds to construct a bike path.  Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Council Member Helms, and unanimously carried to move forward with resubmission of an application for funding to construct a bike path.  

Pink Cab Company-Taxicab License Application

The Pink Cab Company owned by Don Mercer from Jacksonville applied for a taxicab license to operate in Surf City.  All required information has been provided.  If a license if granted, the police chief will inspect the cabs before they are allowed to operate in Surf City.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to grant a taxicab license to Pink Cab Company.  

Mutual Aid Agreements for Fire Protection  
The fire marshal has requests mutual aid agreements between the municipal fire department and the Holly Ridge Volunteer Fire Department and the Surf City Volunteer Fire Department.  Motion by Council Member Luther, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to enter into mutual aid agreements for fire protection with Holly Ridge Volunteer Fire Department and Surf City Volunteer Fire Department.

Contract Award for 9th Street Beach Access 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Council Member Helms, and unanimously carried to award a contract to Pat Antinori, low bidder at a cost of $26,381.00, to construct a 9th retaining wall, gravel parking, outside shower, and crosswalk to the beach.
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Contract Award for Emergency Operations Center 
Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, to award a contract for construction of a maintenance building/emergency operations center to Morton Building at a cost of $24,147.

Horseback Ride on the Beach 
The Surf City Volunteer Fire Department has requested permission to arrange a horseback ride on the beach for April 15.  The one-day event will be a fundraiser for the volunteer fire department.  SCVFD will be responsible for all clean up after the event.  Motion by Council Member Luther, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to permit a horseback ride on the beach on April 15.

Applicant’s Agent Determination  
Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to appoint the finance officer, Jane Kirk, as the applicant’s agent for the two on-going mitigation projects.

Tax Lien Advertisement 

Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to advertise tax liens May 5, 2000, on property for which 1999 taxes remain unpaid.

FY 1999-2000 Budget Amendment 

Motion by Council Member Luther, seconded by Council Member Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the FY 1999-2000 budget amendments attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.

Solid Waste Management Plan Update 
Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Council Member Helms, and unanimously carried to participate with Pender County in updating the town’s Solid Waste Management Plan.

Agreement with Municipal Tax Consulting and Management

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to enter into an agreement with Municipal Tax Consulting and Management to recover Federal excise tax paid by the town on gasoline.

Request for Building Inspections Assistance from Onslow County 
Motion by Council Member Helms, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to provide building inspections assistance to Onslow County as the Surf City’s workload allows.

Joint Planning/Council Meeting 
The planning board invited Council to attend its meeting on March 14 to hear comments from the public on the preliminary draft of the storm water management study.

Public Forum 
*Muriel St. John invited council members and citizens to support the newest play, Hannah’s Hurricane Hero, by TOPDAWG.  The comedy will be presented as a dinner theatre at Betty’s Smokehouse Restaurant on April 6-9, 2000.  Proceeds will be shared with island towns to assist with costs to revegetate the dunes.

*Edith Rich asked about assessment costs and whether sewer plans for the annexed area are complete.

*John Rich questioned taxes that were charged on a lot that he recently sold.
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*Carol Ryce asked about the status of hiring a town manager.

*Edith Rich questioned whether the new town manager would be required to live in town.

*Jane Hauser expressed appreciation to town employees who cleaned the area adjacent to her home. 

Council Forum 

*Council Member Luther presented an update on the Beach Renourishment Committee’s work, and invited citizens to attend the special meeting on March 21 at 7 p.m.  Dr. Dick Levin will be the guest speaker.

*Mayor Guy invited citizens to the Arbor Day ceremony to be held March 24 at 10 a.m. at the fire station.  A tree donated by a local nursery will be planted in memory of Vivian Kee.

Hurricane Re-Entry Policy Committee

Mayor Guy proposed a committee to review the town’s hurricane re-entry policy.  The committee would be made up of the chief of police, and six (6) citizens.  If agreeable with Council, he asked each council member to be ready to appoint a person to the committee at the April meeting.  Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Council Member Helms, and unanimously carried to appoint a committee as recommended by Mayor Guy.  After an initial meeting, the committee would be asked to meet with Topsail Beach and discuss its proposal.  Otis Sizemore, North Topsail Beach Alderman, asked to include North Topsail Beach’s police chief in the meeting.

Assessment Roll Preparation

Motion by Council Member Helms, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to direct the town clerk to compile the assessment roll for the recently annexed properties.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. by motion of Council Member Blizzard, seconded by Council Member Helms, and unanimously carried.

________________________



________________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk



A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

