Town of Surf City

Special Council Meeting Minutes

July 28, 2003

Mayor Guy called the special meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 6:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, Town Planner Todd Rademacher, Inspector Steve Padgett, and Cape Fear Council of Government Representative Penny Tysinger.

Mayor Guy reported that the Mayor of Holly Ridge Kenneth Howard passed away on Saturday and the Visitation would be held tonight between 6 and 8 PM in Holly Ridge.

Public Hearing

Mayor Guy recessed the special council meeting at 6:00 p.m. to open the public hearing for text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance which clarify our ordinance pertaining to small encroachments of certain features of residential homes and where the first story of a structure on pilings begins.

Todd Rademacher, Town Planner presented the request to the council stating that the purpose was to clarify the following ordinances.

Staff has interpreted the Zoning Ordinance Sections 4.3.3(1) R-5, 4.5.3(1) R-10 and 4.11.3(1) to allow any encroachments not exceeding 2 feet by 12 feet as legal and conforming.  There is however room for misinterpretation that would only allow for specific items listed such as fireplaces and bay windows.  

The current Zoning Ordinance does not clarify where the first floor of a structure begins if it is on pilings.  Staff has always interpreted this as the first floor above piling.  This is also how Pender County and Onslow County interpret homes on pilings.  National flood states that the floor above base flood is the first floor, which would be the first floor above piling.  Staff would like to keep consistent with the long established interpretation by adding a new section 2.4(15) to clarify the interpretations. 

Public Hearing was closed at 6:05 P.M.

Motion was made by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the text amendments, clarifying our current ordinance.  Council unanimously approved the motion.

Attorney Lanier left the meeting at 6:06 P.M.

Mayor Guy presented to the Council the recommendations from the Hurricane Re-Entry Committee. The recommendation is to update re-entry passes and change from the 
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stickers to rear view mirror hangers which can be seen and identified.  Council unanimously approved the recommendations.

Zoning Ordinance Workshop

Corrections made for Draft dated 6/20/02.

Zoning Ordinance was made possible by a grant from CAMA.

Penny Tysinger, Cape Fear Council of Government, walked through Section 1-5 with the Council answering any questions that they had. Mrs. Tysinger pointed out the changes that were made.

The General philosophy was to do clean ups, correct typos, add sidebars for easier location of sections and organization.

The yellow highlighted italic areas will be replaced with the actual adoption date.  

Section 1- Change commissioner to update wording.

Section 2- Add Town Planner and zoning permits.

Section 3- Clarify definitions

Section 4- Add setback table- rename and update districts.

Section 5- Parking – add new standards 


     TV Dish Antennas – add new standards


     Landscaping – remove trees from rear yard of ocean lots

 
     Storm water – changed to 1 ½” per hour for residential 


     Development Plan & Design Requirements – add new procedures


     Adult Establishments – add section


     Cruise/Excursion/Dinning Boats – add section

Adjournment

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. upon the motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                        ______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                               A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

