Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

November 6, 2002

Mayor Guy called the November regular meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Luther and Helms, town attorney Charles Lanier, town manager J. Michael Moore, town clerk Janet Chamblee, town finance officer Jane Kirk, and town planner Todd Rademacher were also present for the meeting.

Presentations 

Mayor Guy made presentations to James Wheeler, Sergeant Art Cunio, and Assistant Fire Chief Charles Newman for their successful rescue of two distressed swimmers.  

Mayor Guy recognized Councilman Helms for achieving Level II Firefighter status.

Approval of Minutes

The October 1 regular meeting minutes were unanimously approved upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms.

The October 16 special meeting minutes were unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Luther and the second of Councilman Helms.

Public Hearings

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment to the Landscape Ordinance

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing for comments on the proposed landscape ordinance amendment at 7:20 p.m.  Todd Rademacher, the town planner, reviewed the proposed amendment.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury asked for clarification on the change in the irrigation requirement.  Councilman Helms said that he recently saw landscaping similar to the proposed ordinance amendment in Port St. Lucie and that he supported the amendment.  Councilman Medlin questioned whether the trees along the streets could be planted within the rights-of-way.  Jean Luther, Chairman of the Beautification and Appearance Committee, said that the committee had reviewed the proposed landscape ordinance amendment and supported the changes, particularly the section that made the property owner responsible for continued maintenance of his landscaping.  There were no other comments and Mayor Guy closed the hearing and reconvened the regular meeting at 7:35 p.m. Councilman Helms moved to adopt the proposed ordinance amendment as presented.  The motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, unanimously carried.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment for Home Occupations

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing on the proposed amendment to make home occupations a use by right in residential districts rather than a conditional use. No one present wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:38 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved that Council follow the Planning Board and staff recommendation to remove home occupation from a conditional use status and add it as a use by right in residential zoning districts.  Councilman Helms seconded the motion, which unanimously carried.  
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Zoning Map Amendment to Rezone Properties Located at 105 and 107 Durham Avenue

Mayor Guy convened the public hearing at 7:40 p.m. for comments on an amendment to the zoning map to rezone properties located at 105 and 107 Durham Avenue from C-2 general commercial district to R-5 residential district zoning classification.  There were no public comments and Mayor Guy closed the hearing and reconvened the regular meeting at 7:41 p.m.  Upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Helms, properties located at 105 and 107 Durham Avenue were rezoned to R-5 residential district zoning classification.

Topsail Cottages Site Plan

Michael Maguth submitted a site plan for a four-unit hotel to be constructed on property located at 106 South Shore Drive.  Mr. Maguth explained that the north side unit would comply under ADA for total wheelchair accessibility.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to approve the site plan.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Curley and unanimously carried.

Tax Releases

Taxes attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference were released upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms.

Citizen Participation Plan for the Zoning Ordinance Revision and Update

The Citizen Participation Plan for the Zoning Ordinance Revision and Update, prepared by the Town’s consultant Penny Tysinger with input from the Planning Board and town staff, was unanimously adopted upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms.

Citizen Participation Plan for the Land Use Plan (Phase I)

The Citizen Participation Plan for the Land Use Plan (Phase I), prepared by the Town’s consultant Haskell Rhett with input from the Planning Board and town staff, was unanimously adopted upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Councilman Luther.

Section 125 Plan, Municipal Benefits, Inc.

Jane Kirk, finance officer, submitted information on a proposal to pretax employee insurance deductions.  The plan would give the employees more money in their paychecks and would save the town about $2200 in payroll taxes each year.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to participate in the plan.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.
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Public Forum

· Inez Bradt thanked the Town for its support in controlling litter by providing more trashcans and emptying them more frequently, and for the beach mutt mitts provided for dog owners.  She expressed appreciation to the police department for the opportunity she had to participate in the Civilian Police Academy.  

· Jean Luther complimented the Council on its ability to get the public involved in the Town. As chairman of the Beautification and Appearance Committee, she explained how the Committee selected the yards of the month. She said that committee members rode around town—alternating the northern and southern sections and mainland area of town each month, to select the monthly recipients.  The committee also considers citizens’ recommendations, she said.  Mrs. Luther announced that Ray Barwick had volunteered to take pictures of the yards of the month and write the newspaper articles for the committee. She said that one resident had approached the committee about making a donation in memory of someone, and they are considering the best use of the gift.

Manager’s Report

Mr. Moore reported that the advertisement for bids on improvements at the Soundside Park would be in the newspapers this weekend.  He distributed copies of the 2002 audit report and suggested that the report be read from the back forward. Council scheduled a special workshop at noon on November 14 for the auditor to review the audit report in detail.  Mr. Moore said that the Special Events Committee had two recent meetings, and would meet again next week.  He announced that a flotilla, to be managed by the Chamber of Commerce, was scheduled for November 29, and that a special Christmas tree lighting at Soundside Park was scheduled by the Special Events Committee for November 22 at 6:30 p.m.  Mr. Moore reminded Council that the annual Chamber membership meeting and dinner would be Saturday, November 9, and that the Pender County Mobile Health Clinic would be at Town Hall on November 18 between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. to give flu and pneumonia shots.  At the request of Police Chief Halstead, Mr. Moore sought permission from Council to donate the oldest vehicle in the police fleet, a 1994 Crown Victoria, to Atkinson Police Department, which has only one police car.  Councilman Helms moved that the Town of Surf City donate the 1994 Crown Victoria to Atkinson PD.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.
Council Forum

· Councilman Helms encouraged citizens to participate in the fire department auxiliary.  He expressed concern over Pender County’s property re-evaluation and the hardship it could place on many senior citizens.  Councilman Helms invited the folks at the meeting to bring their friends and neighbors to the Council meetings.  He congratulated the police department on the work that they do and particularly on the fine job they did with the recent homicide.
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· Councilman Luther reported that at the last Beach Renourishment Committee meeting, the members looked at four proposals to try and determine whether the Town should proceed on its own with beach nourishment, or continue with the US Army Corps of Engineers.  He announced that there would be a progress meeting with the Corps on Thursday.  Councilman Luther said that he had picked up the latest drawing of Soundside Park, Phase II that showed the bocci and horseshoes courts.  He expressed pleasure at seeing citizens attend Council meetings.

· Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked residents for attending the meeting, and for all the prayers and cards she received during her recent illness.  She agreed with Councilman Helms about the hardship that could result from the re-evaluation and said that she would like for Council to try and find some relief for those on fixed incomes.  She was glad to hear about the bike path, she understood that the water lines had to be installed on South Shore Drive before the sidewalk project could begin, and she thought the news about the park bids was very good.

· Councilman Medlin thanked everyone for coming to the meeting, and he invited all citizens to attend the annual Chamber meeting and dinner.

· Councilman Curley also thanked everyone for attending the Council meeting.  He stressed the importance of the citizen participation plans for the zoning ordinance and land use plan updates.  He pointed out that the Planning Board would be working very hard for the next six months on the projects and encouraged citizens to attend and participate in the Planning Board meetings.  He said he learned today that Spring Fling will again be located at the Beach House Marina site, and thanked the Yows for use of the site.

· Mayor Guy read the a letter he had received from Topsail Beach thanking the fire department, police department, and town for their assistance with the fire that occurred in Topsail Beach last month.  He commended Chief Halstead and the police department for their handling of the two-year old child’s murder. Mayor Guy reported that he recently met with Secretary of Transportation board members Louis Sewell and Lanny Wilson who told him that DOT was doing the groundwork to prepare Atkinson Point Road for paving.  Mayor Guy shared that he and the Town Council had hosted a visit of two gentlemen from Indonesia earlier this week.  He thanked Penny Tysinger for assisting the Town in updating the Zoning Ordinance.

There was no other business, and upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Medlin, the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

_________________________


_____________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

