Surf City Town Council - Special Meeting

Minutes

February 22, 2001

Mayor Guy called the special meeting to order at 8:04 a.m.  Also present for the meeting were Council members Albury, Blizzard, Luther, and Helms, town manager Thomas, and town clerk Chamblee.  Councilman Medlin was absent from the meeting.

Councilman Luther gave the invocation.

Mr. Thomas exhibited plexiglass signs that could be used on the ocean side of the Town’s beach accessways to mark street block numbers.  The signs would contain a variety of symbols, with the symbols and numbers in a highly visible color.  The estimated cost of the markers is $7 to $8 each.  Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to purchase location markers to be placed on Town beach accessways as recommended by the town manager.

Mr. Thomas presented the renovation plan for the Council chamber. 

Four or five beach access crossovers have been closed because of large drop-offs from the last step to the beach as a result of beach erosion.  An inmate carpentry crew has been requested to repair the walkways and steps.

Council went into closed session at 8:24 a.m. to discuss property acquisition by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Council returned to open session at 8:55 a.m. by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and the meeting was subsequently adjourned.

___________________
____




________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

Surf City Town Council - Special Meeting 

Closed Session Minutes

February 22, 2001

Mr. Thomas informed Council that he had a very congenial meeting with Dr. & Mrs. Black and their attorney.  The Blacks were receptive to selling the property to the Town, and would offer owner financing up to 15 years.  Mr. Thomas shared the appraisal ($832,000), which Dale Best did, with the Blacks.  The property is taxed on a valuation of $1.1 million.  Dr. & Mrs. Black were open to selling the property for a lump sum, over time, or prepayment in between.  They indicated that the future income from the property would go to their daughter.

In response to Councilman Blizzard’s question about available grant money, Mr. Thomas advised that there are two grant funding possibilities: 1) the PARTF grant, for which application in the amount of $250,000 has been made, and 2) the CAMA grant (up to $150,000), the application of which cannot be submitted until April.  Mr. Thomas cautioned the Council not to count on grant money to purchase the property, but to consider purchase of the property only if they believe the Town can afford to buy it.  He continued that expected revenue is now up about $450,000, and he anticipates that the Town will finish the fiscal year with an increase in fund balance.  

Mr. Thomas suggested making an offer on the property with a closing date of September 30 or early October, and the owners being responsible for vacating their tenants.  Motion by Councilman Helms, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to authorize the town manager to offer the Blacks option #1 (#2, or #3, if necessary), with a closing date of September 30, 2001, $25,000 in earnest money, and the Blacks being responsible for getting the trailers moved.  After the offer is drafted, Mr. Thomas will circulate the form of the offer to Council before he presents it to the Blacks.  

There was no other closed session business and Council returned to open session by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

______________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

