Town of Surf City

Special Council Meeting

May 10, 2001

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Also present for the meeting were Nelva Albury, mayor pro tem, Douglas Medlin, Dexter Blizzard, Donald Luther, and Donald Helms, councilmen, Patrick Thomas, town manager, Dean Wise, public utilities director, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.

The purpose of the meeting was to consider zoning ordinance text amendments, Great Oaks Mobile Home Park Private Sewer Lines, and review of the draft Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment

The public hearing, to consider zoning ordinance text amendments to define “condominium” to communicate that it refers only to a residential structure, define “motels and hotels”, and to change the primary parking standards for motels to 1.2 spaces per unit, plus employee parking was held earlier in the month.  However, Council postponed a decision on the proposed amendments until Councilman Luther was present.  Larry Ryce, who, with his partner, own property adjacent to Surf Condos, requested a brief overview of the project proposed for the other side of his property.  Mr. Thomas explained that the amended text is not about a project, but about a change in the zoning ordinance.  

David Holsinger, chairman of the Planning Board, addressed Council to reiterate some of the comments that Mr. Thomas made.  He informed Council that the Planning Board recommended changes because of definitions brought to the Board by staff, and that the recommendation was not about any particular project.  He also advised that over the past few months, the Planning Board had been trying to redefine uses, fix holes in the ordinance, one of which was parking for all commercial zoning districts.  After much research, the Planning Board determined that parking was a very significant issue for Surf City.  There was discussion of a Thoroughfare Plan.  Mr. Holsinger referenced the Strategic Plan, recently adopted by Council, and congratulated Council on its foresight.  The Planning Board wants to go move forward with implementation measures.  He stressed again that parking is a major issue for Surf City’s future.  Mr. Holsinger shared some of the Planning Board’s discussion regarding leased parking and the loopholes and problems associated with leased parking.  He said that he believed the Planning Board put a reasonable requirement for parking spaces for motels.  He understood that Council can accept the recommendation as reasonable, change it, or redirect the Planning Board, but he urged Council to really consider parking as a major issue affecting Surf City’s future.  Following discussion, Councilman Helms moved to accept the definitions recommendations made by the Planning Board, but to change the minimum required parking for motels to one space per unit.  There was no second to the motion, and Mayor Guy declared the motion dead.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Planning Board as presented.

Great Oaks Mobile Home Park-Private Sewer Lines

Lionel Yow asked that private sewer lines in Great Oaks Mobile Home Park be placed on the agenda.  Mr. Yow was present and withdrew his request.  He indicated that he was unable to locate all his files, and will need to get his information together before he addresses Council.  If Council does decide to accept dedication of the sewer lines in Great Oaks MHP, Mr. Yow said that he would want the lines to meet all Town standards so that, in accepting the lines, no problems would be caused for the Town.  He stated that it might be in his best interest to make the repair, and dedicate the lines to the Town.
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Yow - Storm Water Drain

Mr. Yow expressed concern that continued use of the storm drain that runs across his property to the sound would result in again filling the channel with sand.  NCDOT told him they’re getting mixed signals from Surf City.  He questioned whether his fight was with the Town or DOT.  He asked that the Town join him in seeking a resolution to the drainage issue.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved that the Town and Mr. Yow work together.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther.  In response to Councilman Blizzard’s question about another area in which to run the storm drain, Mr. Yow advised that the DOT representative was unsure.  In any case, under Mr. Yow’s storm water permit, he cannot have any pipes on his property that drain into the sound.  There was no other discussion, and the motion unanimously carried.

Hazard Mitigation Plan

The State now requires that communities that apply for State Emergency Management mitigation funding following storm events must have a hazard mitigation plan.  Grant funding for the plan preparation included an overall plan for Topsail Island as well as individual plans for each town on the Island.  Mr. Thomas indicated that the last 25-30 pages of the plan were actually the “heart of the plan”.  Mr. Thomas highlighted the four major natural categories- drought, floods, hurricanes, and beach nourishment- that affect Surf City.  Mr. Thomas discussed a water shortage response plan, consideration of a two-inch separation for flood damage prevention, participation in the Community Rating System, addition of a sentence in Section 5.5 about the Town’s storm water management efforts, and flood readiness inspections.  The draft plan suggests a program of incentives in the form of low interest loans to people as a hurricane implementation measure.  Mr. Thomas recommended removing that measure from the plan.  He recommended that debris removal language needed to be added to the plan along with additional ordinance authority in place prior to a storm event to expedite such problems as structures sitting in the middle of streets.  He also encouraged execution of as many mutual aid agreements and non-committal standby contracts as possible.    Other changes to the plan that were suggested by Mr. Thomas included adding information about the staging site that would be used to conduct storm recovery, arrangements for pre-approved sites for handling debris, and strengthening the beach renourishment section.  Following discussion, motion was made by Councilman Helms to direct Mr. Thomas to draft the recommended changes and conduct a public hearing at the June 5th Council meeting for adoption of the plan.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Nomination for Appointment to Coastal Resources Commission

Mayor Guy has been designated as Governor Easley’s contact person for Pender County to make recommendations for State advisory boards.  Due to the resignation of a Coastal Resources Commission representative, there is a vacancy on the CRC.  Councilman Medlin was recommended for nomination to the CRC by motion of Councilman Luther, second by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
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