Surf City Town Council Workshop Meeting Minutes

April 2, 2002
The workshop meeting to discuss the Town’s sewer design policy was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Guy.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Medlin, Curley, Luther, and Helms, Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, J. Michael Moore, assistant town manager, Dean Wise, public utilities director, Jane Kirk, finance officer, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  

In discussion of permitting individual pump stations, Council expressed concern over possible future requests by property owners for the Town to assume responsibility for the pump stations, responsibility for maintenance, and state requirements for permitting.  Mr. Lanier advised that a collection system would require a State permit.

Councilman Medlin said that from time to time, an individual pump station could be necessary-an example being a house in Topsail Beach that was in a gully, but that the Town needed to give everybody gravity feed, if it could.  

Councilman Medlin brought up the depth of the new sewer lines on the causeway.  Because of the depth of lots (1000 feet) along the causeway, he said that the recent sewer extension should have required deeper lines than those that were installed.  

Councilman Curley said that he could see no benefit to Surf City residents for installation of individual pump stations when gravity sewer was available.  

Councilman Helms questioned who was inspecting the sewer extensions. 

Mayor Guy and Councilmen Medlin and Helms agreed that the trees were along the causeway prior to design of the sewer system, and they felt that removal of the trees should have been considered by the engineering firm.  Councilman Helms said that the engineer should assume some responsibility for his blunders.  Mr. Lanier asked if the specifications addressed removal of the trees, and informed Council that if the as-built plans furnished to the engineer by the Town were in error that the responsibility for the error would belong to the Town. 

Councilman Helms said that the Town was dealing with the same thing-engineering errors-at the Fire Department.  He said there were problems when it rained, and problems with the hardware on the bay doors.

Mr. Thomas posed questions for Council consideration: If alternative systems were allowed, when would they be allowed? What would be the Town criteria-when it would be acceptable to use a non-gravity system?  Should developers be asked to use a gravity system as much as possible?   Would a private system serve 100 people-or how many?   

Councilman Luther questioned the equity of service-whether it would be fair for some people to pay for maintenance of a system.  
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Notification of property owners, particularly once the initial ownership of a property changed, was also questioned.  Councilman Medlin asked if such notice could be required on the deed.  In response to Councilman Medlin’s question about requiring notification about individual lift station responsibility on a deed, Mr. Lanier advised that if required – for the benefit of the Town and the subdivision – the Town would still have to enforce the requirement because the developer would be gone.  He said that the Town would end up with the same problem.

Councilman Helms suggested going through the nine key issues in consideration of sewer systems with individual pump stations for each of the three requests (developments) currently pending. Councilman Medlin asked if separate private easements would be needed if individual pump stations were allowed.  It was concluded that gravity sewer, using the Town’s standard design policy, could serve all three developments.  

During discussion of the third proposed alternative system project, dialogue of an increase in the size of the water line from six inches to ten inches, with the Town paying to increase the size, ensued.  For future expansion, it was the consensus of Council for the Town to pay the cost difference to upsize the water line from 6 inches to 10 inches for Driftwood at Tropical Winds Subdivision (down Driftwood Drive).  Information was received from Jim Gregson, CAMA representative, that with a larger line, installation could probably be by crosscut rather than a bore.

Councilman Medlin said that if the three currently proposed subdivisions were approved, he did not think any individual pump stations should be permitted.  

Mayor Pro Tem Albury suggested that the Board meet with property owners/developers, and explain everything to them.  

The town attorney cautioned that Council did not want to set a policy or ordinance based on a specific problem or development - that compliance with Town rules was part of the cost of development. 

Councilman Curley pointed out that the Town had never permitted individual pump stations in a whole subdivision.  He said that individual pump stations had only been permitted on one or two lots.

Mr. Lanier counseled the Council to develop a standard and apply that standard uniformly.

Councilman Helms agreed that the Board should sit down with all three developers (who want to install individual pump stations), and explain the whole situation to them.
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Mayor Guy stated that the Town needed a clear policy.
Mr. Lanier recommended that the standard of hardship should be defined- something to cover certain situations.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved that Council meet with the developers pretty soon.  Mayor Guy suggested postponement of a motion until the Council meeting following the workshop, and the workshop meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

__________________________


__________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Mayor Guy called the April regular meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m., Councilman Luther gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and Councilmen Medlin and Helms, Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, J. Michael Moore, assistant town manager, Jane Kirk, finance officer, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  Mayor Guy welcomed all ground zero heroes to Topsail Island. 

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the March 5 regular meeting were unanimously approved upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and the second of Councilman Helms.

Public Hearings

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment-Off-Site Signs

Mayor Guy continued the hearing at 7:07 p.m. for public comments on a proposed zoning text amendment prohibiting new off-site signs and amortizing existing off-site signs.

· Jean Luther, 108 Seagull Court, addressed Council. She said that she had personally sent a letter to each Council member supporting the proposed ordinance.  She said that she was appearing before Council as Chairperson for the Beautification and Appearance Committee-Muriel St. John, Connie Paschall, Gladys Johnston, Joan Johnstone, and Judi Hanson.  At their March meeting, the committee endorsed the amendment proposed.  The committee recommended that no new off-site signs should be allowed, that all current signs should comply with the 100 square foot maximum size limitation, that all signs should be maintained in good condition, and that existing off-site signs should be phased out over a period of time.  The committee pointed out that there were a limited number of spots along the causeway now for off-site signs, and those locations would become fewer and fewer as properties were developed.  The committee suggested television, radio, the Chamber guide, Coaster magazine, and flyers as advertising options in lieu of off-site signs. Committee members agreed that a beautiful entry would make a good impression and help all businesses.  The committee suggested a large directory map of Surf City businesses that could be placed at Soundside Park or outside the Chamber office.  An information directional sign could be used to guide guests to restaurants and motels. 

· Inez Bradt asked Council to exempt signs for education and awareness of litter from the off-site sign ordinance.  

· Councilman Curley pointed out that Barry Newsome, Planning Board Chairman, informed Council at the last meeting that the Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend the off-site sign ordinance amendment.  

No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:13 p.m.  Councilman Curley moved to adopt the ordinance amendment recommended by staff and the Planning Board, and to consider Mrs. Bradt’s request.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther and unanimously carried.

Council Meeting Minutes

April 2, 2002

Page 2

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment-Yard Space Deviations

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing for comments on the proposed yard space deviations amendment at 7:13 p.m.  Mr. Thomas informed Council that an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance allowing deviations from all dimensional requirements of up to one foot when such deviations were the “result of good faith error” and when such errors “would not adversely impact an adjoining property” was brought and proposed by Ann Smith.  Because of the encroachment by the applicant’s building into the front and rear yard spaces, the Planning Board centered its discussion on deviations from yard spaces.  The Planning Board believed that one foot was excessive if applied to side-by-side properties and recommended deviations of yard spaces up to and including three inches.  Mr. Thomas submitted three versions of an ordinance amendment for Council consideration: 1) the amendment proposed by the applicant, 2) the applicant’s proposed amendment with the one foot deviation allowance changed to .25 feet (three inches), and 3) an amendment allowing deviations related to yard spaces only up to and including .25 feet (three inches).

· Barry Newsome and Carol Ryce explained that the Planning Board’s intention was more toward version three of the ordinance amendment.

· Bobby Smith said that as criteria for the Board of Adjustment, three inches was ridiculous.

No other public comments were given, and the hearing was closed at 7:20 p.m.  In discussion, Councilman Medlin questioned whether the second version of the amendment would be advantageous to the Town, Councilman Luther said that he presumed version two would relate to height and width as well as yard spaces, and Councilman Curley asked about other dimensions.  Mr. Thomas reiterated that the Planning Board did not really address dimensions other than the yard space issue, and that the height dimension could be applied to fences, buildings, etc.  Councilman Luther moved to accept version three that allowed only yard space deviations.  Councilman Medlin seconded the motion.  In discussion, Councilman Curley asked if a roof three inches higher than the maximum height would need to be considered by the Planning Board.  Councilman Luther felt that the Planning Board should have time to address all dimensions-and not only consider yard spaces-prior to Council action.  The motion was defeated by a vote of 3 to 2 with Council members Medlin, Albury, and Helms opposing the motion, and Councilmen Luther and Curley in favor.  Upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council voted unanimously to adopt the second option, allowing a deviation of up to and including three inches for any dimensional requirement.

Mayor Portraits Contract Proposal-Trapper Cramer

Trapper Cramer, a local artist, proposed contracting with the Town to paint individual portraits of all Surf City mayors during the Town’s history at a cost of $1,500 per portrait.  Mr. Cramer presented the first portrait to Council to be hung in Town Hall in honor of Joe Paliotti.   Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to table any decision until budget time.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.
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Surf City Soundside Park-Phase II Design

Margaret Gray, a landscape architect with W. K. Dickson, formally presented and reviewed the Phase II design for Soundside Park.  She said that the project would begin with shoreline stabilization, would include some riprap and a boardwalk with benches.  The plan included educational signage, two types and sizes of picnic shelters with a children’s play area adjacent to one of the picnic areas, a parking area and combined boat parking area to handle overflow parking from Phase I of the project, and ten boat slips.  She said that some trees would be for screening purposes and some for framing views.  An elevated performance stage with a grass plaza seating area and some picnic area adjacent to the concession area and restrooms were also shown on the plan.  Ms. Gray said that the stage would be located in a north/south direction to avoid the western sun.  The design for Soundside Park, Phase II, was unanimously approved upon motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms.  Councilman Medlin asked to delay construction of the boat slips and concentrate efforts on construction of the other areas of the park because of possible additional permitting required by CAMA and not wanting to take business away from the new marina until it was established.  The motion passed 4 to 1, with Councilman Luther voting no.

Introduction of New Assistant Town Manager and Chamber Executive Director 

Mayor Guy introduced Michael Moore, the new assistant town manager, and Jeannette Masters, the new executive director for the Chamber of Commerce.

Site Plan Revision-Tiffany’s Motel Addition

When the foundation survey for Tiffany’s Motel was finally submitted, after the building was framed and roofed, there were several significant differences between the site plan and the actual construction, as well as yard space violations.  The applicant prepared and submitted a revised site plan showing the significant size increase in the building dimensions.  Mr. Thomas advised that the earlier action by Council to permit dimension deviations resolved the front yard space violation, and that the owners were reportedly negotiating with the adjoining property owner to purchase additional property to cure the rear yard space issue.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation and approve the revised site plan contingent upon resolution of the rear yard space violation issue.  Councilman Helms seconded the motion.  Councilman Luther questioned how the size difference could have occurred, and Councilman Curley cautioned that Council and Planning Board action was not a “go-ahead” for anyone else to ignore ordinance regulations. The motion to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation and approve the revised site plan contingent upon resolution of the yard space violation issues unanimously carried.

Surf City Sewer System Design Policy

Mr. Thomas advised that the agenda item for sewer system design policy was placed on
the agenda to confirm the Town’s current sewer design standards or allow use of alterna-
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tive sanitary sewer designs.  Keith Fisher, attorney for Ron Bryant, said that he understood that individual pump stations were not prohibited by Town ordinance.  Mr. Thomas explained that the Town had developed specifications, which were funded by the Town Council in mid 1980, and that those specifications had been used ever since.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to postpone action until after a workshop meeting was held with the developers/property owners, their representatives, and the town attorney in order to come up with a solution that the Town could live with.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.  

Medlin-Rochelle Subdivision Sketch Plan

Mr. Thomas complimented Dan Medlin and Lloyd Rochelle for their action to construct a common street along the border of their two properties.  Sharing the street right-of-way would minimize the number of streets and street land area affected by the subdivision.  Mr. Thomas also expressed appreciation to the property owners for providing, at the Town’s request, a 60-foot right-of-way instead of 50 feet.  The request was made because of the potential for the street to, in the future, become a busy through street.  The sketch plan was unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Driftwood at Tropical Winds Subdivision

B & L Development submitted a sketch plan for an 11-lot subdivision along Driftwood Street.  There were no outstanding issues with respect to the basic sketch plan.   Although not required as part of a sketch plan, the developers submitted information regarding water and sewer extensions.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the basic sketch plan and lot lay out according to Planning Board recommendation, but to withhold any recommendation on the water/sewer design.  The motion unanimously carried.

Oceanaire Estates Preliminary Plat

TP, Inc. submitted a preliminary plan for the remaining 21 lots in Oceanaire Estates Subdivision.  The issues of public access to the sound and the sewer design still remain unresolved. Mr. Fisher, attorney for the developer, asked that the plan be approved contingent on the sewer design being resolved.  Mr. Thomas advised that the portions of the plan that were in compliance with Town ordinances could be approved, but that appropriate easement documents, including the adjoining Muery property, for access to the sound were still needed.  Mr. Fisher said he had the access easement signed by the Muerys.  Motion by Councilman Curley to grant a partial approval, approval of all aspects of the Oceanaire Estates Subdivision Preliminary Plat that comply with Town ordinances.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.               

Preliminary Plat for a Portion of Tropical Winds Subdivision, Section 2

B & L Development submitted a preliminary plan for 11 lots in Section 2 of Tropical 
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Winds Subdivision.  Side lot lines for lots 76 and 77 were not perpendicular to the street as required by the Town’s subdivision regulations, and the developers indicated that the lots were designed to follow an existing natural drainage route.  The Planning Board recommended approval of the preliminary plat with a variance from the side lot line angle requirement for lots 76 and 77.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation to approve the preliminary plat for the 11 lots in Tropical Winds Subdivision, Section 2, with a variance of the side lot line angle between lots 76 and 77.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Charter Communications Penalties 

At the March Council meeting, the town manager was instructed by Council to negotiate a settlement, in consultation with David Harris, of penalties and interest on the late franchise fees from Charter Communications.  Mr. Harris recommended that the penalties and interest be in the amount of the prime rate of interest during the affected period, plus three percent.  According to calculations by Mr. Harris, the amount due the town would be $7,539.41.  Upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Councilman Medlin, Council voted unanimously to adopt the resolution attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference assessing penalties and interest for delinquent payment of franchise fees to Charter Communications.  

Test Well Engineering and Construction

At Council direction, the town manager contacted a hydrogeologist, Dr. Richard Spruill of East Carolina University and Groundwater Management Associates (GMA), who examined the property at the Public Works Center and believed the site to be a reasonable location for a new well.  Dr. Spruill indicated that the site should be at the rear of the property, as far as possible away from the Public Utilities Building to allow growth of the facility. GMA proposed a cost of $7,800 plus expenses for a preliminary system evaluation and test well engineering work, and an estimated cost of $25,000, not including clearing and driveway work, to drill a test well.  Councilman Luther moved to authorize contracting with GMA to proceed with the preliminary system evaluation and test well engineering work (at a cost of $7,800 plus expenses), and to proceed with drilling of the test well at an estimated cost of $25,000.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Police Department Reports and Requests

Downtown Traffic Control

Chief Halstead presented a modified plan for downtown traffic control that the Police Department would like to implement holidays and Fridays through Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  He proposed placement of traffic cones and signs to reroute south bound traffic on N. New River Drive to Greensboro Street, and on to N. Topsail Drive.    Left turns would not be permitted from North New River Drive onto Roland Avenue during these times.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to authorize implementation of the 
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proposed traffic plan.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Use of Vehicle for Civilian Auxiliary

Chief Halstead asked to retain an older, high mileage police vehicle for use by the civilian auxiliary.  The fiscal impact would include the cost of marking and equipping the vehicle differently, general operational and maintenance costs, and the cost to insure the vehicle and the drivers.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to allow the Police Department to retain car #8 for civilian auxiliary use.

Use of Containers on the Beach-Amendment to Section 4.7(a) of the Surf City Code

The current ordinance prohibits metal cans on the beach.  Chief Halstead asked that the ordinance be amended to exclude metal cans from the list of prohibited containers on the beach.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Helms to amend Section 4.7(a) of the Surf City Code of Ordinances to exclude the words “or metal cans”.  The motion carried unanimously.

Driving on Dunes

Chief Halstead informed Council that police officers had patrolled the beach every day for the past two months, and that the closest tire marks to the dunes were three to five feet away.  Chief Halstead spoke with some of the ocean front property owners and asked them to call the Police Department if they observed vehicles too close to the dunes.

House Numbers

The police chief said that the Police Department was working with the Fire Department and EMS to place emphasis on people posting their house numbers by April 22 in compliance with an ordinance that had been in effect since 1990.  The town manager will assist with media notification. Chief Halstead said that the Police Department would begin issuing Town citations ($50.00 fine) to property owners whose numbers were not posted and would send letters on April 22 to property owners advising them that if they complied with the ordinance within ten days, the fine would be waived.  Chief Halstead added that although the Town did not require numbers on the beach side of ocean front houses, the Police Department was asking ocean front property owners to voluntarily place their house numbers on the ocean side, also.

Budget Amendments 

The budget amendments, attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference, for the annexation sewer project and the management department, were unanimously adopted upon motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms.

Independent Auditor Contract 

Goodson and Taylor, CPAs, submitted a proposal to audit the Town’s accounts for a fee of $5,400.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to contract with Goodson and Taylor, CPAs to audit the Town’s accounts for fiscal 2001-2002 at a cost of $5,400. The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.
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Consent Agenda-Designation of Map Review Officers, Budget Development Schedule, Dog Waste Clean-Up Program for Beach, and Ad Valorem Tax Releases

Motion by Councilman Helms to designate Todd Rademacher, town planner, as the primary map review officer, and to designate Steve Padgett, building inspector, as the back-up map review officer.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried to accept: 1) the budget development schedule - with the change from May 21 at 5:30 p.m. to May 29 at 5:00 p.m. - for the budget presentation and review, 2) the proposal to install “mutt mitt” dispensers and supplies at a minimum of six beach accessways to encourage dog walkers to clean up their pets’ waste, and 3) to release the taxes as recommended by the Tax Collector.

Appointment to Beach Renourishment Committee

Mayor Guy appointed Bill Pitts to complete Gerald Guine’s term on the Beach Renourishment Committtee.

CAMA Access Grant Application

The town manager reviewed the materials received from the Division of Coastal Management inviting applications for Public Beach and Coastal Access Grants for fiscal 2002-2003.  Pre-applications are due by April 26, 2002.  Mr. Thomas recommended submitting an application for $75,000 or $90,000 in Access Grant Funding, with a minimum local match of $25,000 or $30,000 to be used for Phase 2 Soundside Park improvements. Upon motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms, Council voted unanimously to direct the manager to submit an application for a CAMA public access grant to assist with construction of park improvements at Surf City Soundside Park.  

CAMA Major Permit-Soundside Park

Motion was made by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried to approve execution of the CAMA major permit for Phase I of Soundside Park including the related conditions.

Water Main Easement Agreement 

Councilman Helms moved to approve execution of the easement agreement negotiated with Bill Hunt and Brenda Scott to construct a water main loop connecting Sandy Ridge and Island Oaks Subdivisions.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously approved.

CAMA Land Use Plan Update

Mr. Thomas, town manager, reviewed the content of CAMA Core and Advanced Core Land Use Plans.  Following Council discussion and based on the Town’s Strategic Plan, 

suggestions were made to apply for an Advanced Core Plan with two of the following
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three additional elements: Thoroughfare Plan, Economic Development Plan, and/or a Community Facilities Plan.  No citizens present offered comments on the proposed application.  After discussion of the value of alternative, additional plan elements to help guide development, Council voted unanimously, on the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, to submit an application for an Advanced Core Land Use Plan to include two additional elements – a Thoroughfare Plan and a Community Facilities Plan.  

Public Forum

· Kathy Dudee, a new Surf City resident from New York, thanked everyone for their hospitality and kindness toward the NYFD members and their families.  She said that she and her husband lost 17 friends in the collapse of the World Trade Center towers

· Walt Turner asked if sidewalks were planned in the business district.

· Jean Luther expressed concern that boat slips could be delayed at the new park so that the new marina would have a chance to get established.  She feared that there may not be any marine slips available at the new marina for day-trippers.

Council Forum 

· Councilman Helms expressed appreciation to the citizens, businesses, and SCFD auxiliary who helped with the NYFD meal on 3/31 at the Fire Station.

· Councilman Luther reported that the US Army Corps of Engineers would meet Thursday at 1:00 p.m. concerning the Town’s beach renourishment project.  

· Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for their attendance, and thanked the Recreation Committee for their work on the park project.

· Councilman Medlin also thanked folks for their attendance.  He reported, as liaison to the Chamber that the Chamber is working hard for the community.  He said that he appreciated the opportunity to be with the firemen Sunday evening and complimented the fire department on the good job they did with the event and for including the children in their invitation to NYFD.

· Councilman Curlee thanked the folks from New York for their comments.  On behalf of the Planning Board, he invited citizens to attend their meeting next Thursday.  He expressed appreciation to the citizens for staying for the long meeting.

· Mayor Guy thanked the Planning Board for their work, and thanked the residents for their attendance at the Council meeting.  He appointed Mayor Pro Tem Albury to serve as Council liaison to the Beautification and Appearance Committee.  The mayor expressed appreciation to the Fire Department for Sunday night’s event, and he asked the town manager to arrange a meeting with the Hurricane Re-entry Committee in preparation for the upcoming hurricane season.
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Town Manager Reports

Mr. Thomas reported that at the recent Beach Renourishment Committee meeting, the committee defined its three major roles as education-of residents, property owners, and folks across the State, lobbying, and helping to devise the best means of financing renour-

ishment of the Town’s beaches.

A recent inspection of the water tank revealed that the company who was under contract to install their telephone antennas on the water tank attached them incorrectly and created problems on the tank.  Another company, interested in using the tank for their antennas, proposed to attach them indirectly by using a “corral”.  For use of the Town’s tank as a means of advertising, the company proposed to distribute 70% of the advertising revenue to the Town.  Upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second of Councilman Medlin, Council unanimously authorized the town manager to proceed with negotiations for a contractual agreement with the company interested in placing a corral on the water tank.

In response to some Topsail Beach officials who wanted to meet with Surf City to discuss water, Councilman Medlin moved for the town manager and a member of Council, appointed by the mayor, to meet with Topsail Beach representatives.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and unanimously carried.

Onslow County EMS has placed a unit at the North Topsail Beach fire station closest to Surf City.  Brochures will also be distributed door to door in Onslow County Surf City, and the County has proposed to make neighborhood units available, although no time schedules had been determined.

Closed Session to Discuss Real Estate

Following a short break and upon motion of Councilman Medlin, the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimous approval, Council went into closed session at 9:12 p.m. to discuss real estate.  

Council returned to regular session at 9:25 p.m. upon motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and the meeting was adjourned upon proper motion.

__________________________


_____________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A.D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

Town of Surf City
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Mayor Guy convened the closed session at 9:12 p.m.  The town manager discussed Sea Manor Drive easement acquisitions with Council.  There are ten properties with approximately 1200 feet of road frontage along the private roadway.  The private street is only about 20 feet wide.  The Town will need about 20 feet on the front side of the street to install and maintain the utility lines.  Councilman Helms expressed concern about the distance from the last fire hydrant to the end of the road – approximately 1200 feet.  Mr. Thomas suggested that if the Sea Manor Drive property owners ask for monetary compensation for a utility easement, a credit could be applied toward their assessment fees.  Mr. Thomas asked for authorization to offer $10.00 per linear front foot – or less, for a utility easement.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to authorize up to $10.00 per linear foot to the Sea Manor Drive property owners for a utility easement along Sea Manor Drive.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Upon motion of Councilman Medlin, and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council returned to open session at 9:25 p.m.

__________________________


___________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

