Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

November 5, 2003

Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Town Clerk Patricia Arnold, and Finance Clerk Jane Kirk.

Tree City USA Award Presentation

Nancy Stairs, NC Division of Forestry Resources Urban Forestry Specialist presented the Town with its first Tree City Award. Surf City will be one of 54 cities and towns in North Carolina and one or 2,500 in the nation to receive this recognition.  Tree City USA began as a 1976 Bicentennial Project co-sponsored by the National Association of State Forestry in the USDA Forest Service. The National League of Cities and the US Conference of Mayors is presented annually by the NC Division of Forest on behalf of the National Arbor Day Foundation to cities and towns that develop comprehensive urban forestry programs.

Recognition of Newly Elected Officials

Town Elections were held November 4, 2003 with Mayor A.D. (Zander) Guy, Jr. being re-elected for Mayor , Nelva R. Albury and Donald R. Helms being re-elected as Council Members and William J. (Buddy) Fowler being elected as a new Council Member. The newly elected officials will be sworn in on December 2, 2003 at the Regular Council Meeting.

Service Recognition for Councilman Don Luther

Mayor Guy presented Councilman Luther with a plaque of appreciation for his past 4 years of service.  

Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Mayor Guy announced the recipients of the Beautification and Appearance Committee’s Award for November.  

· Business of the Month is Thomas Tackle & Seafood owned by Doug Thomas located at 14210 Hwy 50.

· Home of the Month is for Jim & Ann Bishop located at 1224 N. Topsail Drive.

Town of Surf City Firefighter Appreciation Award
Mayor  Guy presented the Town of Surf City Firefighters with a Proclamation of Appreciation announcing that November 2003 as Firefighter Appreciation Month and for helping raise money for Muscular Dystrophy.  Firefighters in attendance were Fire Chief Joey Rivenbark, Asst. Chief Charles Newman, Asst. Chief Bob Chase, Safety Officer Larry Steffee, and Firefighters Johnnie James, Ken Cox, and Tommy Batson.  Fire Chief Joey Rivenbark presented Christina, representing Muscular Dystrophy and granddaughter of Dot Bland, with the check for $2,780.00.  This money will go toward clinic visits and with the new clinic in Wilmington local families will not have to travel so far for assistance and the donation will also be used for flu shots and wheel chair purchases. A copy of this Proclamation is attached to these minutes. 
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Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the October 7, 2003 Regular Council Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Beach Renourishment Committee Appointments.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury made a motion to re-appoint Hiram Williams, Leslie King, Jack Solak, Jean Beasley and Joan Dorazio while also appointing Bud Wamsley to fill an empty slot. The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms. Motion carried unanimously.

Beautification & Appearance Committee Appointments

Mayor Guy stated that individual governing board members appointed the Beautification and Appearance Committee members.  Councilman Curley appointed Joy Rademacher, Mayor Pro Tem Albury appointed Jamison Fair, Councilman Helms re-appointed Nancy Washburn, Councilman Luther re-appointed Connie Paschall and Mayor Guy re-appointed Agnes Johnson to the Beautification & Appearance Committee. 

Keith Andrews Builders Site Plan 

Inspector Steve Padgett presented a site plan request for property located at Osprey Point Subdivision. Mr. Andrews has purchased property and is requesting approval of a 6-unit multi-family project.  The property is zoned C-2 that allows this use by right.  Sidewalks, storm water and landscaping have been designed in accordance with the town ordinance.  Since this land was subdivided into four lots a recombination plat must be submitted to the town in order for the project to conform with this ordinance. All town departments have reviewed this plan for compliance with the ordinance. The Planning Board unanimously recommends approval of the site plan with the understanding that the developer will submit a recombination survey to meet the requirements of the ordinance.  Motion was made by Councilman Helms and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to approve the site plan.  Council unanimously approved the motion. 

Public Forum

Bob Harvey, 9012 9th Street, expressed his concern regarding the noise coming from Hula’s nightclub.  He would like the ordinance checked and enforced.  He has had three different officers check the noise levels and once the officers warn Hulas the next night it would start all over again. He has done everything he can to get the noise to stop. Mayor Guy commented that the Council is holding a workshop in November and that the noise ordinance will be a subject at that workshop.

Council Forum
Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming tonight and congratulated the new officials.

Councilman Medlin congratulated the newly elected officials and also Dexter Blizzard for a nicely run election and thanked everyone for attending tonight and looked forward to working more with Don and Jean Luther.
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Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked everyone for their votes, support and for believing in her to re-elect her for another four years. She expressed her concern about potholes and would like to see the police department work with the maintenance department to gather information on areas that need work.  

Councilman Luther stated he appreciated the openness of the Mayor and Council and the employees were excellent, dedicated, wonderful people and was so happy to serve with these folks.  Surf City was a fine town with caring people and hopes the town keeps going in the right direction.

Councilman Helms commented he would miss Councilman Luther, stating he was a valuable asset to the Council and Town.  He thanked everyone for supporting, and voting for him and for everyone who came out and voted. 

Mayor Guy 

· Thanked everyone for letting him do what he truly loves and looking forward to another four years. 

· Town has obtained an additional $198,000 from Coastal Management, part being used for a pier and part for accesses. 

· Tree Lighting will be held Sunday December 7th at 6:30 at the Soundside Park, with Topsail High School band and area church choirs. 

· Received a memo from citizens requesting speed limit being lowered on Atkinson Point Road. A copy of the memo is attached to these minutes. 

· Topsail Island Historical Society letter expressing their thanks for $1,500 donation. A copy of the letter is attached to these minutes. 

· North Topsail Beach Manager Don Betz wrote a letter of appreciation for the Town’s help during the fire at the Christian Family Living Center on October 7th. A copy of the letter is attached to these minutes. 

Manager Reports

· Signs for donations of concrete pads are completed and will be placed at the park tomorrow. Donations were made by Coastal Plain Construction, two by 4M Construction, Max’s Pizza, Blackbeard’s Treasure Family Campground and OH Carroll Construction. 

· Twelve-inch water line construction was started with two crews. One at the “S” curve toward Roland Ave then one crew from Roland Ave. to the “S” curve. 

· APAC will be back next work to finish 9th Street and Sea Manor has been delayed to fix the road where the Town had to do some work because of Town’s waterline work.
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Councilman Luther questioned regarding the tree that was planted where the proposed games would be.  Manager stated that if the tree needs to be move that it would be taken care of. Councilman Luther stated it would be nice if they could take a tour of other parks that have the same games set up.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury questioned if there will be bathrooms built at the park by Spring. Manager answered yes but was slowed down by the ramp that needed to be added at Broadway access. He also stated that no parking spaces were lost in adding the ramp.

At December meeting hope to have cost estimate of small children’s park for the Broadway Access.

Mayor Guy announced there will be a Workshop scheduled for Saturday November 22nd 8a.m.-12p.m. and requested that that the media assist in letting people know about the water line work being done on S. Shore Drive.

Town Attorney Report

No Town Attorney Report. 

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. upon the motion by Councilman Luther and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

      Patricia E. Arnold, Town Clerk                                        A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

