Surf City Town Council Meeting

December 4, 2001

The Surf City Town Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 4, 201, in the Surf City Town Hall.  Members present were A. D. (Zander) Guy, mayor, Nelva Albury, mayor pro tem, Douglas Medlin, Donald Luther and Donald Helms, councilmen.  Councilman Blizzard was absent.  Also present were Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.  

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., Pastor Tom Greener gave the invocation, and Councilman Medlin led the pledge of allegiance to the flag.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the November 8 meeting were unanimously approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and the second by Councilman Helms. 

Oaths of Office

Judge Charles H. Henry administered the oaths of office to Michael Curley, Douglas Medlin, and A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr.  Following administration of oaths, the meeting was recessed at 7:20 p.m. for a brief reception for the newly elected mayor and council members.  The meeting was reconvened at 7:47 p.m.

Council Organization

Election of Mayor Pro Tempore

Nelva Albury was appointed mayor pro tem on motion of Councilman Medlin.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Council Liaison Assignments

Mayor Guy appointed Councilman Curley as liaison to the Planning Board, Councilman Helms as liaison to the Traffic and Safety Committee, Councilman Luther as liaison to the Beach Renourishment Committee, Councilman Medlin as liaison to the Chamber of Commerce, Mayor Pro Tem Albury as liaison to the Recreation Committee, the Pender Municipal Association Executive Committee, and the Rural Transportation Board.  Mayor Guy will serve as liaison to the Onslow County Mayors’ Association, Cape Fear Council of Governments, and the Resort Towns Association where he chairs the School Calendar Committee.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury was appointed to serve as Mayor Guy’s alternate to his committees.  Mayor Guy’s appointment to the NCLM Policy Committee is pending.

Special Public Service Recognition of Dexter Blizzard

Mayor Guy recognized former Councilman Dexter Blizzard, who was not present at the meeting, for his service to the town during his tenure on the Council.

Heritage Square Site Plan Approval

Upon Planning Board’s recommendation, the site plan for Heritage Square, a 7,400 square foot commercial development to be located on NC 50-210 between Waves and Treasure Coast Landing, was approved on motion of Councilman Medlin.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Conditional Use Permit Application for Topsail Island Boatamimiums

Councilman Medlin moved to set Thursday, December 27th at 11:00 a.m. at Town Hall for a public hearing on a requested zoning conditional use permit for the proposed Topsail Island Boataminiums.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.
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CAMA Waterfront Access Grant Contract Approval and Budget Amendment

The resolution authorizing execution of the Public Access Grant contract with the Division of Coastal Management, and the budget amendment reflecting award of the $200,000 grant to assist with purchase of the Black property for the waterfront park was unanimously approved on motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second of Councilman Luther.

Beach Renourishment Feasibility Study Agreement

The town manager explained that the US Army Corps of Engineers requires contract agreement prior to proceeding in January with the Feasibility Study phase of the beach restoration effort for Surf City and North Topsail Beach.  He informed Council that the two towns each have responsibility for 25 percent of the estimated $4,240,000 in study costs, of which contributions must be made before work would begin.  In addition, Mr. Thomas reminded Council that the State had the option of participating in the local shares, although State contribution funds would need to be recovered from the State by the local governments.  He said that current federal fiscal year study work cost was budgeted at $600,000, of which Surf City’s responsibility would be $150,000.  The State budgeted $150,000 to assist with the current year’s study, and the town should be able to recover half its cost from the State.  Councilman Medlin moved to approve the contract with the Department of the Army to proceed with the Shore Protection Feasibility Study.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.  Councilman Luther asked for an update concerning the town’s plan to pay for its share of beach renourishment.  Mr. Thomas will compile projections for Council’s review.

Pender County Occupancy Tax Collection Agreement

Because of the convenience to the county of not collecting occupancy taxes in the highest volume area of reporting and collections, Surf City’s experience in collecting occupancy taxes, taxes collected being in the town’s hands sooner (the legislation only requires the County to remit to the towns quarterly), and the net receipts being higher for the town since the County would not need to deduct administration and collection costs from the taxes collected, Mr. Thomas recommended that Surf City propose to collect the new occupancy tax as agent for the County within Surf City.  Councilman Helms moved to follow the town manager’s recommendation and authorize the town manager to proceed with efforts to arrange for the Town to act as agent for the County and collect the new occupancy tax in Surf City.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

Change Orders for Sewer Project Within the Annexation Area

Change orders to add sewer extensions on J. H. Batts Road and NC 210 and Belt Road to the annexation sewer project were unanimously approved by motion of Councilman Luther and second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury. 

General Beach Bulldozing Permit Application

Following discussion concerning the Town trying to obtain permission for property owners to push sand under an umbrella permit secured by the Town, Councilman Luther moved to postpone a decision.  There was no second to the motion.  After additional discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Helms for the Town to send a letter to ocean front property owners informing them of their options for beach bulldozing. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried.  It was the consensus of Council that beach bulldozing was not a process for which the Town now needed a blanket permit.  

Surf City Regular Council Meeting Minutes

December 4, 2001

Page 3

Fire Truck Installment Purchase Agreement

Councilman Medlin moved to adopt the resolution approving the financing terms and execution of agreement documents with Branch Banking and Trust for the purchase of an Emergency One fire pumper.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Advisory Board Appointments

Planning Board

Carl Johnson and Kim Shailer were appointed to the Planning Board, and Frank Camps-Campins was appointed as an alternate Planning Board member upon motion of Councilman Helms and second of Councilman Luther.  Mr. Johnson’s term will expire June 30, 2003, and the other two appointees’ terms will expire on June 30, 2004.

Beautification and Appearance Committee

Mayor Guy appointed Agnes Johnston, Councilman Curley appointed Judi Hanson, and Councilman Medlin appointed Joan Johnstone to serve on the Beautification and Appearance Committee.   Mr. Johnston’s term will expire on November 30, 2003, and Mrs. Hanson’s and Mrs. Johnstone’s terms will expire on November 30, 2005.

Beach Renourishment

Lou Cheilik was appointed and Mike Scott and Pat Harmon were reappointed to the Beach Renourishment Committee by motion of Councilman Luther, and second by Councilman Helms.  

Councilman Curley reappointed Cathy Medlin to the committee, Councilman Medlin reappointed David Ward, and Mayor Guy reappointed Jerry Guine.

Public Forum

· Mike Hendricks, 1523 S. Shore Drive, presented an update on the Chamber of Commerce efforts to select a new executive director, and announced that Business After Hours will be held Thursday night in Topsail Beach. He asked the Council to consider an ordinance that would prohibit developers from destroying and clear cutting land that they develop.

· Joe Paliotti, 416 N. New River Drive, again sought help with folks driving on the beach too far up on the dunes.  (Town staff will do research and make a recommendation to Council.)

· Barbara Hogan, 910 Broadway, complained about the noise from Kokomo’s.  (The town manager will meet with the police chief, the owner of Kokomo’s, and Mrs. Hogan, and help interpret the ordinance with the hope that the business owner and homeowner can reach an agreement concerning the loud music coming from the club.)

· Jim Sly, 3075 Third Street, asked about the status of a street map for the island.  (The town manager advised that the Division of Community Assistance is working on a base map of the island, but there is no timetable for its completion.  

· Joey Rivenbark, Fire Chief, encouraged citizens to place 7-inch numbers on the fronts (street sides) of their houses.

Council Forum

· Councilman Helms thanked everyone for attending the meeting, and welcomed Councilman Curley to the Board and Councilman Medlin and Mayor Guy back for another term.

· Councilman Luther reiterated Councilman Helms’s comments and congratulated Mr. Thomas and Town staff for award of the $200,000 Public Access grant.

· Mayor Pro Tem Albury also thanked the citizens for attending the meeting, congratulated the newly elected Council members, and wished everyone happy holidays.
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· Councilman Medlin expressed appreciation for citizen attendance at Council meetings, and for his re-election.  He said that he had enjoyed working with the previous Board, and welcomed Councilman Curley.  He thanked staff for their work efforts and wished everyone a merry Christmas and a happy new year.

· Mayor Guy said that he also was glad to have Councilman Curley on the Board.  He thanked the citizens for their attendance, although he said that he would like to see more citizens attend Council meetings.  He thanked the advisory board members and extended an invitation from Jim Long to an open house in New Bern on December 17.

· Councilman Curley extended season’s greetings to all.

Town Manager Reports

Mr. Thomas informed Council that the radio license for fire communications is for three frequencies, one of which is used by the Town, one by the volunteer fire department, and one that is normally not used.  He asked the FCC to assign one to the Town, one to SCVFD, and to permit both the Town and the VFD to share the third frequency.  He said that the volunteer department would propose the same agreement to their board of directors.

Closed Session – Acquisition of Property, Personnel, and Sewer Extensions

At 9:10 p.m., upon motion of Councilman Helms and second by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council went into closed session to discuss acquisition of property, personnel, and sewer extensions. Council returned to regular session 10:05 p.m. upon motion of Councilman Helms and second of Councilman Luther.  

PARTF Grant Application

The Recreation Committee recommended that consideration of the purchase of property on J. H. Batts Road to be used for a recreation center with additional facilities.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to authorize the town manager to proceed with determination of a cost for the Batts Properties land located on J. H. Batts Road, and to declare support of the project.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Employees’ Christmas Party

Upon motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second of Councilman Luther, Council unanimously agreed for the Town to pay for Town employees’ dinner at their Christmas party. The employees would pay for their spouses’ or guests’ dinner.

It was consensus of Council to schedule a public hearing for a zoning conditional use permit application on Thursday, December 27 at 11:00 a.m., and to possibly discuss the PARTF grant application at the same meeting.

Utility Adjustments 

Motion was made by Councilman Helms to give the town manager authority to make a decision concerning a utility adjustment for Mr. Wamsley, and settle the remaining adjustments in January.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. by motion of Councilman Helms and second by Councilman Luther.
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Councilman Helms said that he wanted to clarify his motion.  He was not interested in changing anything with the sewer, but Carl Johnson had asked him for clarification on the sewer impact and tap fees he paid for the new hardware store.  In discussion, Mr. Thomas pointed out that no sewer tap fee should have been paid since sewer service was not available at the time he purchased his building permit.  He said that assessment fees would apply, and the tap fee could be applied toward the assessment fees when the fees were determined (at the end of the project.)  Councilman Helms asked if the sewer bore for the new store could be done by December 17.

Mr. Thomas met with Mr. Brooks and his son concerning their lots on Crutchfield Avenue.  Mr. Brooks said that he paid $96,000 plus closing costs for the two lots.  He also said that he was willing to hear an offer from the Town (for $100,000+), but that he would want to make a decent profit.  He indicated to Mr. Thomas that he and his son are boaters and the lots have access to a private boat ramp with a beach access a “stone’s throw” away.  Mr. Thomas asked the Council to estimate a range for negotiation purposes.  A realtor had indicated that he thought Mr. Brooks could sell the lots today for $65,000 each.  Mayor Guy suggested a ceiling of $65,000 per lot, a total of $130,000.  

The town manager showed Mr. Brooks the lot on S. Topsail Drive that the town owns.  Mr. Brooks was not interested in a lot on a main roadway; he prefers a private, quiet area.  Mr. Thomas suggested that the Town might fare better with a cash transaction.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury was concerned about adjoining property owners.  Mr. Thomas pointed out that only one of the 20 property owners in close proximity to the Brooks lots is a permanent resident and registered voter.  The other property owners are absentee owners.  It was the consensus of Council to move forward with negotiations, and place a ceiling of $130,000 for the two lots.  

Mr. Thomas suggested two sites for a community recreation center.  One site was located on the north side of J. H. Batts Road.  There are two tracts of land, one tract has approximately 10 acres, and the other tract has approximately 13.5 acres.  Dan Medlin indicated that he might be interested in selling the 4.7 acres of land that he owns on the causeway.  He was asking $325,000.  Mr. Thomas indicated that he did not have a price or an appraisal on the Batts property site.  He suggested getting appraisals in order to set a beginning point.  Mr. Thomas talked with Mr. Viner about the Batts property; they are waiting to hear from the Town.  

Following discussion concerning the acreage needed, best location for a community center, use of a building and out door activities planned, future growth, etc., it was the consensus of Council that the Batts property was the more suitable of the two properties, and that the Town should proceed with appraisals.

Oceanaire Estates, located between Shae’s Landing and Sandy Ridge, was recently approved.  Mr. Thomas pointed out that the best way to provide sewer to the project was to use the Shae’s Landing lift station.  The developer of Oceanaire approached Jimmy Pierce about an easement to the lift station in Shae’s Landing.  Mr. and Mrs. Muery, adjacent property owners to Oceanaire Estates, already agreed to provide an easement for the development.  Following discussion, it was the consensus of Council for the Town not to get involved, but to let Mr. Bryant and Mr. Pierce work out an agreement.

Mr. Thomas informed Council that Bill Hunt owns property that connects Sandy Ridge and Island Oaks Subdivisions.  He has provided a pass-through for pedestrian traffic.  Mr. Hunt proposed to give the Town a 10-foot easement to loop the water system.  In exchange for the easement, Mr. Hunt would want any survey expense to be borne by the Town, a fire hydrant in the area (in either subdivision), to be reconnected by the Town, and water and sewer taps for the two new lots that would be created. Council was in agreement with Mr. Hunt’s proposal.
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Councilman Helms recommended increasing the police chief’s salary to $52,500 immediately.  In discussion, Mr. Thomas asked why another increase was proposed when the position classification study was only completed six months ago.  Mr. Thomas said that he would redo the study for the police chief position, and take the results to Council in January.   He cautioned that when positions are selected at odd times for review, it causes an adverse effect on the whole organization.

There was no other business for closed session, and Council returned to open session at 10:05 p.m. upon motion of Councilman Helms, and second of Councilman Luther.

________________________




__________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

