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Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2008
Mayor Guy called the regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Medlin gave the invocation, and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present for the meeting were Councilwoman Albury and Councilmen Fowler and Helms, Attorney Charles Lanier, Town Manager J. Michael Moore, Finance Director Jane Kirk and Town Clerk Patricia Arnold.
Announcements of Awards

Councilwoman Nelva Albury was presented Cape Fear Council of Governments 2007 Outstanding Elected Official Award on February 28, 2008.

Town Manager J. Michael Moore was presented Cape Fear Council of Governments 2007 Outstanding Local Government Manager Award on February 28, 2008.

PROCLAMATION

Mayor Guy read the Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week Proclamation for March 10-17, 2008.
Beautification and Appearance Recognitions

Brenda Golder, member of the Beautification & Appearance Committee, presented the Home of the Month for March to Mike Papp & Suzanne Frueh for property located at 99 Oleander Ct. and the Business of the Month for March to Surf City Police Department located at 305 N. New River Drive.
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the February 5, 2008 Regular Meeting were recommended for approval by Town Attorney Charles Lanier. Motion was made by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms to approve as presented and was carried unanimously.

SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE

Town Planner Rademacher stated that during the Public Hearing held on February 5, 2008 there were concerns about the performance guarantees specifically in regards to the 150% bond issue as well as the inability in the proposed text that did not allow for a developer to pay down an over all bond number. 
The ordinance was sent back to the Planning Board which looked at the proposal submitted by BASE (Business Alliance for a Sound Economy).  After some discussion the Planning Board recommends to the Council to approve the amendment submitted by BASE as written which would allow for the bond to be reduced to 125% of the entire cost of the improvement, which is still more than enough to cover any inflation cost that may occur during the bonding period, and that any expenses that occur during the process of requesting a bond reduction will be the responsibility of the developer and that is specifically laid out in the text.  

Planning Board recommends approval of the Appendix B, Subdivision Regulations. 
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve the Subdivision Ordinance. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Tyler Bray, Triangle Planning Group of NCDOT, stated that this is an ongoing study for one and a half years now to generate a long range transportation plan.  Pender County had a Thoroughfare plan done in 1997 but that Surf City, Holly Ridge, North Topsail Beach, Topsail Beach and Onslow County did not have one on record. The purpose of this long range planning is to generate information decision-makers can use to guide future transportation decisions. This will benefit by integrating with land use planning and development process, minimum disruption for citizens and cost savings. 
RoLand Ave. access use request – Surfing Contest

The ESA/CNC requested the use of the Roland Ave access gazebo for surfing contest.

March 22-23

back-up weekend 

April 12-13

June 7-8

back-up weekend

June 14-15

August 2-3

back-up weekend

August 9-10

September 6-7

back-up weekend

September 13-14

Please consider the following date if possible (pending on surfing conditions)
May 10-11

back-up weekend

May 17-18

June 28-29

Motion was made by Councilman Fowler to approve surfing contest request but that the location be moved to the Broadway Ave. Access except for May 17-18.  Councilwoman Albury seconded motion and motion was carried unanimously.
HOUSE MOVING REQUEST

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve the house moving request from Leonard & Janice Grady at 2301 S. Shore Drive.  Councilwoman Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION FOR BANK TO CHANGE SIGNATURES FOR CHECK SIGNING

Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the Resolution for bank to change signatures for check signing. Councilman Fowler seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously 
Surf City Crossing Apartments Site Plan

Planner Rademacher stated that the developer, Sound Development LLC, is requesting approval for a multi-family plan located on 34.7 acres behind the Lowe’s and the proposed Harris Teeter Site.  This development is zoned MFC or Multi-family Cluster and allows for development at a maximum density of 10 units to the acres and 30 percent open space.  This development will consist of 288 apartments a clubhouse as well as 84 storage closets for tenants. There will be 20 buildings used for residential units.  The development requires a minimum of 2 parking spaces per unit for parking and with the developer providing that exact amount for residential parking.  This development also includes an additional 58 spaces for the parking and storage of tenant’s boats.

This development will leave 57% of the land undeveloped or in green space.  This area consists of wetlands as well as open space surrounding the individual buildings.  Also, within this open space the developer, at the request of the Town, has dedicated a 20 foot easement to the Town for the construction of a future greenway to be located within the 100 foot Progress energy ROW.  This coincides with the goals identifies in our Parks and recreation Master Plan.

The street system will continue the pre approved Alston Blvd. that was approved for the Harris Teeter Plan.  This road does continue all the way to the adjoining vacant land for future connectivity.  A second road stub out is provided through an easement to the Howard property per staff comments.

NCDOT has reviewed these plans and is requiring several improvements to Highway 210 including turn lanes and deceleration lanes for Alston Blvd.

Water and sewer has been reviewed by the Public works department with no comments on the plan.  This project will require the construction of a new lift station at the back of the property.

The fire department has reviewed these plans for compliance with the developer making the proper changes to meet the fire departments concerns.

Sidewalks, lighting and storm water are all in compliance with the ordinance.

Planning Board recommends approval with the following comments:
1. 3 canopy trees missing to ensure all parking spaces are within 60 feet of a canopy tree

2. Bushes need to be added along edge of parking loading areas of storage closets.

3. Easement to Howard property need to be converted to a public right of way.

4. Change lighting plan to better accommodate entrances.

Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the Surf City Crossing Apartments Site Plan as recommended with comments by the Planning Board. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Sutton Place Subdivision Sketch Plan
Planner Rademacher stated that the developer, Barry Sutton, is requesting sketch approval for a 6-lot subdivision located on highway 210 across from the entrance from the Saltwater Landing subdivision.  The property is 1.77 acres in size and is zoned R-10 residential.  This zoning will allow for subdivision of land on minimum 10,000 square foot lots.  R-10 allows for the construction of single-family homes as well as duplexes.  The proposed subdivision could have a maximum build out of 12 units.  This will require the creation of a new road and extension of water and sewer service within the subdivision.  Surrounding land uses in this area are residential single family, vacant land as well as a small a business on the adjoining property owned by Thomas Powell.  

Full construction drawings will be done with the Preliminary plan approval.

Planning Board recommends approval with the following comments:
1. Ilene Ct. should be extended to for future connectivity to the Sniff property.

2. Water/Sewer should be stubbed out to the Sniff property for future connectivity.
Councilwoman Albury made a motion to approve the Sutton Place Subdivision Sketch Plan. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Wastewater System update Gus Simmons, Cavanaugh

· Wastewater Treatment Plant is under construction with the ground breaking being March 5, 2008.

· Force main bid opening will be held March 11th.

· Sewer Model analysis will provide the Town with valuable information regarding the maintenance needs and upsizing requirements for the island pump stations.  It will also greatly improve the Town’s ability to assess the impacts of development and redevelopment on the town’s sewer system.

water system update Manager Moore 
Water Treatment plant is on time and is scheduled to go online in May. 
Public Forum
Jack Solak, 2408 S. Shore Drive,  asked when Council was going to have sand pushed on the beach.
Mayor Guy stated that the sand pushing should start March 15th.

Mr. Solak stated that he saw trash cans not pushed back on his way to the meeting and would like for the town to see about getting all cans moved back after they are dumped.
Mr. Solak asked for the Council to consider doing the 2nd residential pickup earlier than the 3rd week in June because of all that trash that is generated the last part of May and beginning of June.
Mayor Guy stated that the Council is looking into going green and hope to start recycling to help reduce the trash amounts.

Barbara Morrow, 1217 N. Topsail Drive, stated that she would like curb side recycling and asked that the bike paths be cleaned all through the year.
Council Forum 

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for coming and allowing him the opportunity to serve the citizens. Wished everyone a Happy Easter.
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin thanked everyone for coming and sharing their comments.
Councilwoman Albury thank all for coming and for flowers for award.  Couldn’t go because had the flu.
Councilman Fowler invited everyone to attend the Easter Egg Hunt be held March 22nd at Soundside Park and the Women’s Expo to be held March 29th at the Community Center.
Councilman Helms thanked everyone for coming.  The Fire Department substation is moving along and will be finished soon.
Mayor Guy

· The Town of Surf City was appointed a Tree City for 2007 and Growth Award for 2007 by National Arbor Day Foundation.
· May 2008 Meeting is scheduled for the same night as the primary election.  
Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to change the May meeting to May 7th. Councilwoman Albury seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
· Councilman Hanig from Topsail Beach asked the Town of Surf City about working with them for a Regional One Stop Voting place to be held in Surf City.  Council advised Manager Moore to gather information and to report back at the April meeting.
· Ground Breaking WWTP will be held Wednesday March 5, 2008 at 11:00 am.
Manager Report

· Bond Reduction. NCDC NC Phase IA Letter of Credit was for $363,739.00 and requested a reduction of $277,922.85 leaving the $94,397.76.  Engineers have given the Town a statement and certified the work done. Manager Moore recommended the reduction be given.

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve the NCDC NC Phase IA requested a bond reduction. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.

· Bond Reduction. NCDC NC Phase IC Letter of Credit was for $166,073.94 and requested a reduction of $142,192.94 leaving the $26,269.10.  Engineers have given the Town a statement and certified the work done. Manager Moore recommended the reduction be given.

Mayor Pro Tem Medlin made a motion to approve the NCDC NC Phase IC requested a bond reduction. Councilman Helms seconded motion. Motion carried unanimously.
· Pender County Retreat March 11 at 6:00 pm at Mainsail.

· Yard debris pickup scheduled for May 14-16, 2008.

· Rumor that the Onslow County Sales Tax Distribution may be changed from the current property value ad valorem method to per capita distribution. Council stated that letters need to be sent to support leaving the calculations being done by property value ad valorem method. 
Town Attorney Report


No report at this time.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. upon the motion by Councilwoman Albury and seconded by Councilman Helms. The Council unanimously approved motion.

______________________________                      
  
______________________________

Patricia E. Arnold, CMC Town Clerk                                    A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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