Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 3, 2003

The regular monthly meeting of the Surf City Town Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Guy.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Councilmen Helms and Luther, town manager J. Michael Moore attorney Charles Lanier, finance officer Jane Kirk, town planner Todd Rademacher was present.

Recognition – IGA Co-Worker Appreciation
On behalf of the Town Council, Mayor Guy presented an appreciation certificate to the IGA employees for sponsoring the benefit on May 5th  for Jackson Simmons, Asst. Manager of the IGA.  Present to accept the certificate for the employees were Betty Marks and Sharon Jordan. 

Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the May 6th meeting were approved in form by Attorney Lanier.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second by Councilman Helms to accept the minutes as written.  Council unanimously approved the minutes.

Public Hearing
Public Hearing scheduled for tonight was rescheduled for June 16, 2003 12:00 noon at the Surf City Town Council Chambers.

New Business
1. Appointment to Planning Board – Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Medlin to reappoint the 4 Members – Carol Ryce, Chairman Barry Newsome, Carl Johnson and Sidney Williams.  Unanimously approved by Council

2. Request to use Town Gazebo at Roland Ave. & N. Shore Dr. – Surf City Baptist Church has requested the use of the gazebo at the beach access during certain days in June and July(see attached schedule).  Motion was made by Councilman Medlin to honor this request. Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  Unanimously approved by Council.
3. Dollar General Site Plan – the Dollar General Site Plan was presented by Town Planner Rademacher.  The Site Plan has been approved by the Planning Board.  This property is located on Hwy 50/210 on the corridor coming into Town across from the Docksider.  Motion by Mayor Pro tem Albury and second by Councilman Helms to follow the Planning Board and staff’s recommendation and approve the site plan.  Unanimously approved by the Council.
4. Zoning Text Amendment – Multi-Family in the R-10 District – Town Planner

Rademacher had a request from Willard and Joanie Kennedy requesting that only single family and duplexes be allowed in the R10 district.  The changes would delete b,c,d in Section 4.5.1 and delete in Sec 4.5.3(b) each additional dwelling 
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unit more than two (2), three thousand give hundred (3,500) up to a maximum density of twelve (12) dwelling units per net acre, and add in Section 4.5.1 (b) duplexes  The Surf City Planning Board recommended this zoning change.  Motion to follow the Planning Board’s recommendation by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Second Councilman Medlin.  Unanimously approved by the Town Council.
5. Tax Releases – Attached is a copy of the Tax Releases being submitted by the Tax Collector for release by the Council due to clerical errors made by the County Tax office in listings.  Motion by Councilman Medlin, second by Councilman Helms to follow the Tax Collectors recommendation and release the attached list.  Unanimously approved by Council
6. Budget Amendments – Attached is a copy of the Budget Amendments requested by the Finance Officer.  Finance Officer Kirk stated that the Board had approved some of these changes in prior meetings and the attached puts them in Budget Form.  Several are revenues that have been received and were not in original Budget.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to follow Finance Officer and staff’s recommendation and approve the Amendments, Second by Councilman Helms.  Unanimously approved by Council.
7. Beautification Committee Member Appointment – Muriel St. John had written a letter to the Council resigning due to poor health.  Mayor Guy suggested that the Council wait until next month to appoint someone until the talent bank could be checked for persons interested in volunteering.  Committee Member Jean Luther stated that she thought that the Committee was short another member.  She suggested that there be a request for volunteers for all committees.  Mayor Guy suggested anyone interested in serving on any of the Town’s committed come in and fill out a Talent Bank application.  Town Manager Moore suggested that we could put this on our web site also.
8. Auditor Contract – Goodson and Taylor, CPAs, has performed the Town’s financial audits since 1990.  They have proposed to continue providing this service for a fee of $5400 (same as last year).  Staff recommends that we continue with them.  Motion by Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Medlin to follow staffs recommendation of Goodson and Taylor.  Unanimously approved by Council
Public Forum
· Larry Resnick – 7069 Seventh St.  suggests that the Police officers give the man spraying for mosquitoes a speeding ticket.  Mayor Guy stated that the Town is looking into buying its own equipment and hiring someone to spray.  Mr. Moore is getting together the cost and equipment
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· needed.  Mayor Guy stated that Onslow County has not started their spraying and suggested that the citizens contact Onslow County and let them know how bad the problem is.   Pender County truck is now spraying all of Surf City(Onslow County included) 3 times a week when the weather permits.  Mayor Guy said that he had followed them one morning at 3:30 a.m. when they were spraying and they were only running only 20mph; however, he has received a lot of complaints on the speed they are running when spraying.

· Agnes Johnston – 7069 Seventh St.  – Thanked the Mayor for seeing herregarding the new park and the parking problem over there.  Mayor Guy assured her that all of her concerns would be taken care of.  She also said that in the area where the games are to be placed there is a lot of standing water.  She was also concerned about not seeing the speed limit signs on the streets in Town.  She suggested that we put in the newsletter about the speed limit and maybe the Town could put up more signs.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury said maybe some of the signs that had been destroyed by the storms were never replaced.

· Brenda Grady – 613 S. Shore Dr. – she wanted to commend the Joanie Kennedy for her efforts in getting the Text Amendment change.  She was very appreciative for what the Planning Board for being so open minded and that the Town is trying to preserve the family atmosphere here and she is very appreciative of that..

· John Bergendahl – 25 S. Oak Dr. – surfers have made repeative assists to swimmers in distress.  Mayor told Mr. Bergendahl if he would get the Council a list of those surfers, the Council would recognize them at a Town meeting.

· Mike Curley was speaking for Ernie Bibb who lives at 106 Shaes Landing – he was at the Land Use Plan meeting 3 Saturday’s ago and was very opinionated about various things.  Very sincere about dogs on the beach not on a leash and the owners not cleaning up after the dogs.

· Jean Luther – 108 Sea Gull Court – she agreed with Mr. Bibb’s concerns.  There are dogs running loose where children are out playing.  Councilman Medlin stated that the Town has a leash and “baggy” law.  She said it is the responsibility of the citizens to follow the rules and for the Police Department to enforce these rules.  It is the Town’s responsibility but we as citizen’s need to take responsibility on some things.  You cannot look to the Town to solve all your problems.  You have to get involved and take care of your property.  Councilman Curley said that Jean had hit the nail on the head.  The attitudes of the citizens of Surf City have to change and they could help to change the public’s attitude regarding this.
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· Bob Nolly – 712 S. Shore Dr. – he had noticed that the ones confirming are the ones who live here.  The visitors are not confirming.  Maybe something could be put in the hands of the realtors on the rules.

Council Forum
· Councilman Curley thanked the citizens for their attendance and for being so attentive.

· Councilman Medlin thanked the citizens for coming and to bring a friend the next time.

· Mayor Guy thanked the citizens for coming and voicing their thoughts.  

· Mayor Pro tem Albury thanked the citizens for coming and thanked all the volunteers, committees, Police Department and the Fire Department for what they do

· Councilman Luther said he received comments and complaints on Charter. He said the citizens need to write to the Town Manager and the County Manager with a short statement on their problem with Charter.  We will need these letters at sometime voicing all the complaints.  He also would like to have another workshop on storm water runoff.  Town Manager Moore stated that he is gathering information from other communities and how they handle this problem. He has also talked with several engineers.  Mayor Guy said that the Utilities Commission regulates the Cable companies.  Our Senator R. C. Soles is chairman of the Utilities Commission and he will be able to assist once he receives these complaints in writing.  He had helped the Mayor with a problem the other week.

· Councilman Helms – thanked everyone for coming.  He has received numerous complains on mosquitoes and asked Town Manager to check with Florida and see how they handle mosquito control.  He encouraged everyone to bring their neighbor or a friend to the meetings.

· Mayor Guy – asked everyone to be patient with him while he shared some information: 1)  the new Soundside Park will host the July 3rd celebration.  The National Guard Band will perform at the park and citizens will be able to view the fireworks from the park, 2) the Governor appoints a 21 Board Commission known as the North Carolina Dept. of Transportation. NCDOT has descrionary money they can use in their districts to assist with projects one of which could be storm water.  If they have a project that is warranted that goes above and beyond that discretionary  recommendation, they can take that request to the entire DOT Board for approval.  Once that Board approves the project it becomes a reality.    We are not running from these storm water problems, we need to take stiffer measurements as far as impervious surfaces and retain storm water runoff on site.  Councilman Luther
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referred earlier as it being a team effort and it is a team effort as it is the only way it can get better, 3) he meet with Lanny Wilson, the DOT Board member that represents Pender and New Hanover County requesting $25,000 to assist us with storm water on the engineer study that was done in 2000.  The study identified over 60 sites with problems – 32 sites were on state maintained roads(Hwy 50 and 210).  In talking with Mr. Wilson, he agreed to give the Town $25,000 out of his discretionary money.  There are 4 sites that are a major problem where water reaches depths of somewhere in the neighborhood of 1 to 2 feet deep after an excessive amount of rain.  The average cost to fix each site was $6500 in that study.  Mr. Sewell agreed to give $15,000 out of his discretionary money(plus the $25,000 from Mr. Wilson) and the Council had agreed to set aside $25,000 for these sites.  This will take care of these 4 sites.  Because of the Council’s lobbying,  DOT used the 2700 block of S. Shore Dr. for a test site for a new type of drainage control.  We will be using the same product for the other sites, 3)  the Town had a visit from DOT Secretary Tippett had a press conference here.  Allen Pope and Lanny Wilson were in attendance.  They were shown first hand the sites that are of concern.  Mr. Moore also had pictures he had taken.  Mayor Guy told the Secretary we needed another $175,000.  The Secretary told Mr. Wilson to give the Town $175,000 over the next 3 years.  Mayor Guy said he will stay on them until problem solved.  He said Mr. Robert Vause had called him this afternoon and they had ordered the materials for the projects.  Mr. Vause is to meet with DENR tomorrow morning.  If everything is on schedule, work will be started on Roland Ave. by June 10th.  They have $100,000 to work with to correct storm water problem, 4) the Town is rerouting some of the traffic during the summer season to try and solve some of the traffic flow problems, 5)  the advisory Boards have many volunteers that serve and contribute a lot of time and talent.  Anyone interested in serving should contact the Town Hall, 6) the Dailey News printed a letter to the editor from a citizen complimenting the police department for the Police{ Academy, 7) he also wanted everyone to know that this Council is not sitting idle.

Councilman Medlin – Medlin said that the Council does back the Mayor.  When we go somewhere with him, the people they are meeting always ask how much do you want.  Zander works hard—he is a true politician.

Mayor Guy was in Raleigh two weeks ago and meet with Senator Mark Basnight through an arrangement made by Senator R. C. Soles.  The Mayor asked Senator Basnight for $50,000 for Beach Renourishment and he agreed.  He also asked Senator Basnight for $20,000 to help pay for the
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Economic Development Study that the business department at East Carolina University is working on for the Town.  He agreed to pay the $20,000 also.

Manager’s Report

· June 12th is the Four Town Meeting at North Topsail Beach at 6:30 p.m

· He had received a letter from DOT stating there would be a meeting at Dixon High School on June 16 from 4:30-6:30 pm on the replacement of the NC210 Bridge

· The Town received a letter from Charter stating with the July billing customers would see an increase in basic service.

· Reminded Council of the Budget Workshop Meeting on June 4th at 5:30 p.m.

· The Bike Paths Project is proceeding on schedule.

· The Soundside Park’s amphitheater should be here by Friday and he has been assured that it will be finished before July 3rd.  He has addressed the ponding water with the contractor working on site.

· Pender County is spraying 3 times a week.  The new spray they are using does not create a mist nor does it have a strong odor like the old spray that has been used in the past.  If citizens have a problem, please contact the Town Hall and we will handle it.  When checking into cost of Town spraying, it would cost the Town between $30,000 and $40,000 to get into the spraying business.

· Hurricane Reentry Committee has been meeting.  They will meet again on June 17 at 3:00 p.m.  Pender County Emergency Management will be holding a drill at the Surf City Council Chambers on June 24th at 2:00.

· The new waterline on the mainland is in place and water samples are being tested.

· The last 3,000’ of the proposed new water line on S. Shore Dr. will probably have to be run under the road.  The engineers are running different scenarios to come up with a solution that would be feasible for the Town of Surf City.

· Next year’s budget will change a 2” water line to 6”.

· Mr. Moore is getting prices on the 200,000 gallon water storage tank with some different options for the Board to look at.  He is also looking at the price on some tanks that are being taken down. 

· Contractor still working at Well #3.  Everything should be in place and ready to go in 2 weeks.  We are waiting for tests from Water Quality.

Town Attorney Report


No new report
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Adjournment

Mayor Guy thanked everyone for coming.  There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. on a motion by Councilman Helms and seconded by Councilman Medlin.  Council unanimously approved motion.







___________________________________

A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr. Mayor

_____________________________

  Jane B. Kirk, Asst. to Town Clerk 

