Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

August 6, 2002

Mayor Guy called the August 6 Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Councilman Medlin gave the invocation and Councilman Curley led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and Councilmen Luther and Helms were also present as were the town attorney Charles Lanier, the interim manager J. Michael Moore, the town clerk Janet Chamblee, the finance officer Jane Kirk, the town planner Todd Rademacher, the police chief Michael Halstead, the assistant chief of police Ron Shanahan, and the fire chief Joey Rivenbark.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the July 9 meeting were unanimously approved upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury and second of Councilman Helms.

Minutes of the July 16 special meeting were unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Helms and second of Councilman Medlin.

Emily Anderson – Certificate of Appreciation 

Mayor Guy presented a certificate of appreciation to Emily Anderson for her work with the Fun in the Sun summer recreational youth program.

Public Hearing – Satellite Annexation of Property Located on J. H. Batts Road (James and Wanda Batts Property)

Mayor Guy recessed the regular meeting at 7:05 p.m. and conveyed the public hearing for comments on the proposed satellite annexation of two acres of land located on J. H. Batts Road and belonging to James and Wanda Batts.   Mr. and Mrs. Batts want to build a house on the property and sought annexation in order to have municipal water and sewer service.  There were no comments from the public and the hearing was closed at 7:06 p.m.    Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to adopt the annexation ordinance attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment – Double Building Permit Fees 

Mayor Guy called the public hearing for comments on a proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment to charge double building permit fees for anyone who performs work without first obtaining a building permit to order at 7:07 p.m.  Mr. Rademacher explained that over the years, there had been an increase in contractors beginning construction without first obtaining a building permit.  Town staff proposed following the example of other local governments and charge double building permit fees to anyone who does not obtain the required building permits prior to beginning construction. There were no comments from the public and the hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m. and the regular meeting reconvened.  The ordinance creating a penalty for persons who perform work without a building permit was unanimously adopted upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.  A copy of the ordinance is attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.
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Public Hearing on Preliminary Assessment Roll

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing for comments on the preliminary assessment roll at 7:11 p.m.  The town clerk gave a brief explanation of the assessment process.

· Joyce Parker said she had not received a letter about an assessment for her property.

· Sharon Dunaway asked if the monthly fee was the same regardless of whether any water was used.

· Jim Rochelle asked when the availability fee would be effective and if Council had considered the time it would take for everyone to connect.  He asked if vacant lots would be charged availability fees.

· Jim Howard, 555 Little Kinston Road, asked if assessment fees had been established for tap on fees.

· Arlie Jackson, 520 Atkinson Point Road, asked if there was a tap fee and assessment fee for each property.  He said it appeared that the Town was charging $56.00 a front foot for assessment fees because property owners on both sides of the street were assessed $28.00 a front foot, and he asked when the project had been completed.  

· Edith Rich asked if municipal sewer connection was mandatory for everyone.

No one else present wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:22 p.m. and the regular meeting reconvened.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to delay confirmation of the assessment roll for one month and schedule a workshop meeting to again look at the costs to the property owners.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Bland Shores Subdivision Preliminary Plat

The preliminary plat for Bland Shores Subdivision was unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate the Sufficiency of a Petition for Satellite Annexation and Set a Public Hearing Date for September 3

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to adopt the resolution directing the clerk to investigate the sufficiency of a petition for satellite annexation filed by Joseph and Dianne Rivenbark for property located at 12691 NC Highway 50, and set a public hearing date for September 3.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Offer of Dedication of a 5.33-Foot Strip of Land for a Public Beach Access

Louis Muery offered a 5.33-foot strip of land on South Shore Drive to the Town to be used for a public beach access. The offer was conditional on no parking signs being posted.  The estimated cost to construct a crosswalk for the access is $7,000.  Councilman Curley recommended that the town manager discuss the proposed public access with adjacent property owners prior to Council accepting the offer of dedication.  Councilman Medlin recommended taking the item up again at the workshop meeting.
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Sewer Permits

Councilman Luther moved to charge a $15 plumbing permit fee for each connection to the municipal sewer system in the annexed area.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Appointment of Alternate Planning Board Member 

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to appoint Bill Feige to complete Charles Turner’s term on the Planning Board.  Councilman Helms seconded the motion.  Mr. Feige was present at the meeting and said that he would be assuming the position of treasurer for the Chamber, and declined the appointment to the Planning Board at this time.  He asked that his application be retained in the talent bank file for later consideration.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury withdrew his motion and Councilman Helms withdrew his second, and it was the consensus of the Council to wait until next month’s meeting to appoint someone to fill Mr. Turner’s position on the Planning Board.

House Numbers on the Beach Side of Ocean Front Houses

Councilman Helms reported that there were 98 ocean front homes north of the pier without house numbers on the beach side and 5 with numbers, and that there were 241 ocean front homes south of the pier without beach side house numbers and 37 with numbers.  He reiterated the importance of emergency personnel being able to respond to calls quickly and suggested that the numbers also be reflective.  Council discussed the placement and size of the numbers for visibility from the beach.  It was the consensus of Council to give staff and Council ample opportunity to consider the size of the numbers needed and whether reflective numbers were available, and to continue discussion of house numbers on the beach side of ocean front homes at an upcoming workshop meeting.  Council also discussed placing street names on the beach accesses.

Water System Analysis Report

Ray Cox and Don Covil with W.K. Dickson submitted the analysis report on the Town’s water system.  Mr. Cox highlighted their assessment of the Town’s existing water supply system, and said they had looked for the best solution to the Town’s water problems, and a backup to the best solution.  He said that the system “begs for a water tank”, and that they had looked at ways to get volume and pressure to the southern end of town.  He said that the costs for the best solution - an elevated tank on the island – were less than the backup to the best solution – a line replacement option.  Mr. Cox recommended a meeting with Council to thoroughly review the report.  He said they would carefully review the estimated costs prior to the special meeting.  Councilman Curley said that the water tank issue was an emotional one and encouraged folks to attend the meeting so they would not say later that they did not know the issue was being discussed again.  Councilman Helms moved to accept the report and schedule a workshop date.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.
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Tax Settlement Statement
The tax collector submitted the annual tax settlement report for 2001.

Resolution Authorizing Execution of Planning and Management Grant Contract for an Advanced Core Land Use Plan, Phase I

The resolution authorizing execution of planning and management grant contract for an Advanced Core Land Use Plan, Phase I was unanimously approved upon the motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and the second of Councilman Helms.  Mr. Moore advised that the Land Use Plan project had been divided into two phases because of State budget restraints, and that the Town could reapply next year for Phase II.

Resolution Authorizing Execution of Planning and Management Grant Contract for Zoning Ordinance Update 

The resolution authorizing execution of planning and management grant contract to update/rewrite the Town’s Zoning Ordinance was unanimously approved upon the motion of Councilman Helms, and the second of Councilman Medlin.

Request from Grace’s Haven Subdivision Property Owners

Debra Hicks, representing property owners in Grace’s Haven Subdivision, is interested in purchasing two small ocean front lots that the Town owns.  The lots are located near Crutchfield Avenue.  Because of the possibility that the lots could be needed for beach access in conjunction with the beach nourishment project, Councilman Luther moved that the Town not sell the lots at this time.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.

Seasonal Traffic Rerouting Request

Assistant Chief Shanahan and Chief Halstead addressed Council concerning rerouting southbound traffic from N. New River Drive onto N. Topsail Drive on a seasonal basis.  The proposed traffic pattern change would prohibit left turns from N. New River Drive onto Roland Avenue from March 20 through September 15 each year between 9:00 a.m. Friday and 7:00 p.m. Sunday.  DOT has agreed to install a turn lane for southbound traffic on N. New River Drive (Hwy. 210) at Shell Road, erect all new signage including a sign on top of the stop sign at the N. New River Drive and Roland Avenue intersection, and re-stripe North Topsail Drive.  The only cost to the Town would be to re-stripe N. Topsail Drive.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to authorize the request to reroute traffic and re-stripe North Topsail Drive as proposed provided that the police department issue warning tickets for a while.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Helms and unanimously carried.
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No Wake Zones

In response to requests for several no wake areas, Council unanimously voted, upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Councilman Medlin, to schedule a public hearing on the question of establishing no wake zones for the Soundside Park basin, the channel adjacent to the Sea Manor Drive homes and leading to the back channel bordering homes on Atkinson Point Road, and around Blackbeard’s Mobile Home Park.

Hazardous Materials Incident Policy 

Upon motion of Councilman Helms, and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council unanimously approved establishing a policy for reporting hazardous materials incidents and assessing charges for cleanup to the party responsible for the incident.

Highway 50 Sidewalks Project

The lowest bid, submitted by Onslow Grading and Paving, for construction of sidewalks adjacent to NC Highway 50 from the “S” curve south to the Surf City/Topsail Beach town limits came in $46,276.20 over budget.  Options for the project included scaling the project down to construct the amount of sidewalks that could be accomplished for $100,000 and complete the project when additional funds are available, transfer the funds from undesignated fund balance to the sidewalks project fund, or transfer money from one of the other capital project funds to the sidewalks project fund.  Councilman Curley pointed out that the Town should wait to decide on the sidewalks project until the issue with replacement of the water line on S. Shore Drive was decided.  It was the consensus of Council to delay a decision on the sidewalks project until after the water system workshop.  

Request to Close a Portion of North Topsail Drive

Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to adopt the resolution of intent to close a portion (the last 193.84 linear feet west of the Surf Condos) of North Topsail Drive, and charge the property owner (Frank Majewski) the costs incurred to close the said street. Councilman Medlin seconded the motion, which unanimously carried.

Waterfront Park Capital Project Budget Amendment 

The budget amendment for the Waterfront Park Capital Project was unanimously adopted upon the motion of Councilman Helms and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury.

Public Forum

· Paul Brandt, 124 Seagull Court, asked if there were plans to replace the fence along the water at Soundside Park.  He was unhappy that the marina’s above ground fuel tank location was along the main corridor of Town, and he was concerned over the storm water runoff and erosion at Eagles and the seeming lack of concern about it.
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· Mr. Shepard, 340 Atkinson Point Road, said it appeared that notice of the change in traffic pattern was going to be education by citation.

· Larry Resnick, 7069 7th Street, asked for clarification about the street closing.

· Arlie Jackson, Atkinson Point Road, asked for help with removal of his neighbor’s damaged boat that is behind his property.

· John Rich, Atkinson Point Road, asked for a stop light at the intersection of Atkinson Point Road and Little Kinston Road.

Council Forum

Councilman Curley thanked everyone for attending the meeting, and wished everyone a good Labor Day.

Councilman Medlin thanked folks for their attendance, and thanked staff for their work.

Mayor Pro Tem Albury also thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and sharing their concerns.

Councilman Luther said it was good to see so many people at the meeting.  At the request of Agnes Johnston, he said he had invited Ms. Grey (with W. K. Dickson) to go to Empie Park and compare it with the proposed design for Surf City Soundside Park.  Councilman Luther said that the Beach Renourishment Committee had recommended that the Town solicit requests for qualifications from engineering firms for the beach nourishment project.

Councilman Helms expressed appreciation to the folks for attending the meeting.  He encouraged all those interested to attend the water system workshop meeting.  He wished everyone a nice and safe Labor Day.

Mayor Guy thanked everyone for his concerns and comments.

Closed Session – Personnel

In accordance with NCGS 143-318.11(a)(6), at 8:32 p.m. Councilman Curley moved to go into closed session following a short recess, to discuss personnel.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

Upon the motion of Councilman Helms, and the second of Councilman Medlin, Council returned to open session at 9:00 p.m. Mayor Guy reported that effective immediately Michael Moore would be the new town manager, that Mr. Moore was to complete an application with references, that his salary would be increased to $55,000 with a monthly car allowance of $300, a one time moving allowance of $2,000, 10 days vacations with additional vacation to accrue in the same manner as other town employees, $2,000 annual deferred compensation, and placement of 1780 hours sick leave on the books for retirement purposes only.  Mayor Guy indicated that Mr. Moore’s salary would be reviewed again in December.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 p.m. upon the motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms.

_________________________


______________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Council discussed appointing the interim manager to the manager position.  It was the consensus of Council to appoint Mr. Moore as town manager subject to Mr. Moore completing an application and submitting his resume, with references.  The application and resume will be turned in to Mayor Guy who will arrange a background check.  Upon the motion of Councilman Helms, and the second of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council agreed to offer Mr. Moore a salary of $55,000, a $300/month car allowance, a one time moving allowance of $2,000, 10 days vacation with additional vacation time accruing in the same manner as for other employees, deferred compensation of $2,000/year, and 1780 hours of sick leave for retirement purposes only.

At 9:00 p.m., Councilman Helms moved to return to open session.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin and unanimously carried.

_________________________________

______________________________

Janet H. Chamblee, Town Clerk


A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

