Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 5, 2001

Mayor Guy called the regular meeting of the Surf City Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m., and gave the invocation.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury, Council members Blizzard, Medlin, Luther, and Helms, Charles Lanier, town attorney, Patrick Thomas, town manager, and Janet Chamblee, town clerk.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the May 1 regular meeting and May 10 special meeting were approved by motion of Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Special Recognitions

Council recognized folks who participated in Town Hall renovations.  Alexis Medlin and Slater Powell, 2001 high school graduates, were presented certificates of recognition, and a proclamation commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Korean War was presented to Homer Davis, Commander of American Legion Post 167.

Public Hearings

Hazard Mitigation Plan

The public hearing for comments on the Hazard Mitigation Plan was opened at 7:18 p.m.  Mr. Thomas explained that the plan, which took more than a year to develop, was a joint mitigation plan for all of Topsail Island, as well as an individual plan for Surf City.  The plan ensures the Town for hazard mitigation funding in the event of future storm damages.  No one present wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:20 p.m.    Mayor Pro Tem Albury moved to adopt the Hazard Mitigation Plan, including recommended revisions, as presented by staff.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Luther, and unanimously carried.

Fiscal Year 01-02 Budget

The public hearing for comments on the proposed annual budget for fiscal 2001-2002 was opened at 7:22 p.m.  Joey Rivenbark stated that the Board deserved “a round of applause.”  Inez Bradt said that since the town is in such a terrific state, she believed the citizens should thank Council members and staff.  No one else wished to comment, and the hearing was closed at 7:28 p.m.  (The earliest the budget can be adopted is June 8.)

NC Public Beach and Coastal Water Access Grant Application

Mayor Guy opened at 7:28 p.m. an advertised public hearing on the proposed application for a Division of Coastal Management grant to assist in acquisition of the Paul and Mona Faye Black property for public pedestrian access to Topsail Sound.  The 7.6 acres site, with 3.2 acres of uplands, was located in central Surf City on Highway 50/210 and included over 1,500 feet of waterfront area.  The town manager noted that public support for the project in a previous public meeting held on January 29, 2001, had been very strong and that the following public and civic organizations had formally endorsed the project: the Pender County Recreational Advisory Board, the Greater Topsail Area Chamber of Commerce, the Surf City Recreation Committee, the Professional Paddle Sports Association, the Topsail Island Board of Realtors, and the Surf City Beautification and Appearance Committee.  No new public comments were offered, and the hearing was closed at 7:30 p.m.   The Town Council then unanimously adopted, on motion of Councilman Medlin and the second of Councilman Helms, a resolution authorizing submission of an application for Coastal Water Access Grant funds.

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

June 5, 2001

Page 2  

Cato Properties Site Plan

The site plan for Cato Properties was unanimously approved upon motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and second by Councilman Medlin.

Fire Department Volunteers Incentive Pay Policy Revision

The Fire Department Committee appointed by Council earlier this year recommended that the policy for payment of incentive pay to volunteer firefighters be revised to allow substitution of an approved training session for one meeting per month, and change the percentage requirement to three meetings per month.  The revision would apply to the volunteers who live within a five-mile radius of the town.   Councilman Medlin moved to accept the committee’s recommendation.  Councilman Helms seconded the motion.  In discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Albury recommended that the proposed policy not apply retroactively, but to go forward from now, and Council concurred.  The motion passed unanimously.

Noise Ordinance Revisions

The ad hoc committee appointed by Council to review and make recommendations for improvements in the Town’s noise ordinance reviewed noise ordinances from other towns and approaches used by other communities in addressing disturbing noises.  The committee recommended changes that added standards for determining a “loud, disturbing noise”, a category of violation for automobile sound systems that are audible beyond a specific distance, and potential civil penalties to the criminal penalties provided in the current ordinance.   Motion was made by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to adopt the amendments to the noise ordinance attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.

Transportation Enhancement Grant Agreement

Motion by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference authorizing the mayor and town clerk to execute the grant agreement to construct bike paths in Surf City.

Budget Amendments

The budget amendments attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference were adopted by motion of Councilman Helms, second by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Surplus Property Declaration

The fire marshal recommended that the Town declare fire truck 2351 as surplus property and proceed with disposal of the pumper.  Upon motion of Councilman Helms, and second by Councilman Medlin, Fire Engine 2351 was declared surplus property, and the town manager was authorized to dispose of the Ford/John pumper.

Utility Bill Adjustment

The parents of Captain James Erb, who owns a quadruplex on Easy Street, requested adjustment of the utility bill for the property.  The quadruplex suffered storm damage, and because of contractor fraud, Captain Erb paid for repairs that were never made.  In response to the good faith efforts made by Captain Erb to repair the property, and unfair treatment by the contractor hired to do the work, Mr. Thomas recommended a partial release (the last three months of five months, a 
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total of $1,052.92) of the late payment penalties incurred, with no release of any of the actual bill.  Councilman Luther moved to follow the town manager’s recommendation in this case.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Tax Releases

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, second by Councilman Blizzard to release the taxes attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference.  The motion unanimously carried.

Public Forum

*Agnes Johnston, 7069 7th Street, voiced a complaint about television cable problems over the last few years, and concern over the anticipated high cost of digital cable service.  Ms. Johnston indicated that she would like to be involved in planning the new park.

*Roy Heath, 3036 3rd Street, asked Mr. Fisher, his attorney, to speak on his behalf.  Keith Fisher advised that Mr. Heath obtained a permit around the first of January to place a mobile home on Lot 11 Old Settlers Beach.  He presented a plot plan, and then decided he wanted to move his house forward (closer to the street).  The zoning ordinance requires a minimum 15-foot front yard setback and a minimum 7.5 feet side yard setback.  Mr. Fisher indicated the Mr. Heath spoke with the building inspector who told him that the home needed to be at least 30 feet from the street.  Mr. Heath did not call for any inspections until he called Mr. Padgett when he was ready for electrical service.  When Mr. Heath asked for his certificate of occupancy, he discovered that he had to move the home.  The front yard is 2.7 feet too close to the property line, and 2.5 feet too close on the side yard property line.  Mr. Fisher explained that Mr. Heath was seeking some way to avoid spending $10,000 to correct his errors.  Mr. Thomas responded that Mr. Heath applied for multiple building permits, and supplied a site plan, which showed that the mobile home would be in compliance with the Town ordinance.  Then Mr. Heath placed the home in a different location from the one shown on the plot plan. The permits were issued, but Mr. Heath did not call for any inspection until he called for an inspection for temporary power.  Mr. Lanier, the town attorney, advised that nothing he had heard showed that Mr. Heath would not have to comply with the Town’s ordinance.  He said that Mr. Heath could apply for a variance, but he did not know that it would qualify for a variance.  

*Bill Feige, 102 Elizabeth Street, announced that the Board of Directors for the Topsail Chamber of Commerce meets the third Wednesday of each month at 9:00 a.m., and invited and encouraged Council members to attend, and welcomed participation by Surf City and Topsail area residents.  

Council Reports

*Councilman Blizzard expressed pleasure in the work and workers who participated in the Council Chamber renovation project.

*Councilman Medlin thanked everyone for attending the meeting, and for helping to fund the Council Chamber renovation. 

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury thanked those who provided refreshments for the Open House and the citizens for their attendance.

*Councilman Luther complimented the planning board on the work they do for the Town, and he invited residents to attend the Beach Renourishment Committee meeting next Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m.

*Councilman Helms thanked everyone for attending the meeting, and extended appreciation to all those who were responsible for redecoration of the Council Chamber.  He encouraged citizen participation on Town committees.
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*Mayor Guy thanked all the guests for coming to the meeting.  He said that Council had worked very hard to portray a positive image and to lobby to bring a portion of the tax dollars that go to Raleigh back to Surf City.

Town Manager Reports

Mr. Thomas informed Council that the Town received $150,000 from Pender County to go toward purchase of the Yow property.  He distributed a detailed profile of our community based on recent census information.  The next four-town meeting will be hosted by North Topsail Beach.  To eliminate a conflict with the Chamber auction, the meeting was changed from June 21 to June 28. 

Town Attorney Reports

Mr. Lanier informed Council that the Lewis Williamson case was closed. The Appeals Court ruled in the Town’s favor.

Mayor Guy announced that Joe Paliotti had recently celebrated his 80th birthday, and everyone sang “Happy Birthday” to him.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned by proper motion at 8:22 p.m.

_______________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

