Surf City Town Council Meeting

Minutes

March 14, 2001

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and asked Winnie King to give the invocation.   Also present for the meeting were Council members Albury, Medlin, Blizzard, Helms, and Luther, the town attorney, the town manager, and the town clerk.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the February 3 special meeting were approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Minutes of the February 6 regular meeting were approved by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Minutes of the February 22 special meeting were approved by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.

Presentations

*Billy Westbrook and Ernie Grotzinger, on behalf of the Topsail Island VFW 9983, presented an American flag to Mayor Guy for the Town.  The flag will be flown at Town Hall.

*Mayor Guy presented a certificate of appreciation to former Topsail Beach Commissioner Jack Barnes for his cooperation in working with Surf City on topics of mutual concern to Topsail Beach and Surf City during his term of office with Topsail Beach.

Zoning Map Amendment-Sandcastles by the Sea and 600 Block of North Shore Drive 

As requested, Councilman Medlin was excused from voting due to a conflict of interest by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.  Mayor Guy opened the public hearing at 7:11 p.m. for comments on the request to rezone 32 lots along North Shore Drive and the ocean side of North Topsail Drive, including six lots in the Sandcastles by the Sea development located at Dolphin Street and North Topsail Drive, from C-2 Commercial to R-5 Residential.  Mr. Thomas presented background information and reasons for the proposal, which included information that the first three rows of houses from the ocean toward the sound in the described area are residential in character.  Planning Board recommended the proposed rezoning of the property.  Telephone responses to rezoning notices elicited four in favor of the proposed rezoning and one opposed to it.  Cathy Medlin, owner of property located at 606 N. Topsail Drive, objected to the rezoning request.  She indicated that the property was purchased as commercial property and that the property has been rented for commercial purpose.  She said that she believed the highest and best use for her property was for it to remain commercial.  Mrs. Medlin also advised that she has two clients who own property own property in the area, one is oceanfront and the other is not.  She requested, on behalf of her clients that the property remain commercial.  Carl Matthaei who owns the southernmost ocean front lot in the area being considered for rezoning, stated that he thought the property was already zoned residential, and believes the majority of reasons favor rezoning the property for residential use.  As an ocean front property owner, he preferred that at least the ocean front and second row properties be zoned residential.  Mrs. Medlin spoke again, and indicated that she was not opposed to properties along North Shore Drive being rezoned residential, but she was opposed to rezoning properties on North Topsail Drive residential.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to rezone the Sandcastles by the Sea development and the 600 block of North Shore Drive R-5 Residential, and leave North Topsail Drive C-2 Commercial.  
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Zoning Map Amendment-Heron Cove Subdivision

The public hearing for comments on the proposed zoning change for Heron Cove Subdivision from RA Rural Agricultural to R-10 Residential was opened at 7:21 p.m.   Applying the RA side yard setback requirements of 20 feet significantly limit the size and design of homes that can be constructed on the 72-77 ft. wide lots.  Planning Board’s recommendation was to rezone the property  R-10 Residential which requires 7.5 foot side yard setbacks.  No one present wished to comment, and the public hearing was closed at 7:23 p.m.  Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to follow the manager’s recommendation and rezone Heron Cove Subdivision from RA Rural Agricultural to R-10 Residential.  

Zoning Map Amendment-Town Property at Broadway Street

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing at 7:24 p.m. for comments on rezoning of Town owned property located along Broadway Street between North New River Drive and N. Shore Drive from C-1 Commercial and R-5 Residential to G-1 Governmental.  Following storm events of previous years, the property owners allowed the Town to use the property for storm recovery activities.  Mr. Thomas indicated that plans for use of the property include beach access parking, possible public restrooms, and maintaining the availability of the property for storm recovery use, if necessary.  The Planning Board unanimously recommended the rezoning.  Mr. Thomas advised that one property owner, by letter, expressed concern over the impact of parking and public use of the property.  Steve Hogan, 910 Broadway Street, suggested that beautification efforts be made to enhance the appearance of the site.  No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:27 p.m.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Helms to rezone the five lots along Broadway Street that are owned by the Town from C-1 Commercial and R-5 Residential to G-1 Governmental.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment-C-3 Commercial Lot Width Requirements

Mayor Guy opened the public hearing at 7:28 p.m. for comments on a change in the minimum lot width requirements in the C-3 Commercial zoning district.  In response to Council’s request for Planning Board to reconsider the minimum lot width requirements in the C-3 zoning district, the Planning Board recommended that the minimum lot area requirement be reduced from 16,000 square feet to 10,000 square feet for all lots in the C-3 zoning district, and that the minimum lot width requirement be reduced from 150 feet to 75 feet if lots share a common street or drive access, and the availability of the shared access and the restriction of any separate, direct access by lots to the street or highway is permanently guaranteed by recorded easement or deed in a manner acceptable to the Town.  Dot Cotman who owns property in the C-3 area stated that she was very much in favor of the minimum lot width requirement change from 150 feet to 75 feet.  Although not applicable to the present hearing, she would like residential use to be allowed in the C-3 district; Mr. Thomas will talk with Ms. Cotman later about her request. No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:34 p.m.  Motion by Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried to adopt the zoning text amendment, attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference, reducing the minimum lot area requirement, and reducing the minimum lot width requirement if certain conditions are met.  

Cable Television Service Charges

Patti Severt, General Manager with Charter Communications, was scheduled to provide information to Council about the new digital service, but she was again unable to attend the meeting.  Mr. Thomas will ask her to reschedule.  
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Site Plan-James & Wanda Batts

The site plan for property located at 110 North New River Drive, and owned by James and Wanda Batts was approved by motion of Councilman Luther, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Request for Exemption from Livestock/Wild Animal Prohibition for a Petting Zoo

Todd Thomas requested that the Town amend its ordinance prohibiting the keeping of livestock and wild animals in order to permit a petting zoo.  The town manager obtained information from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  He also advised that a determination would be needed to determine whether a petting zoo is an amusement, and would therefore be a permitted use in the C-3 district.  Todd Thomas informed Council that the proposed location has been changed.  He now wants a petting zoo to be a permitted use in a RA Rural Agricultural district; he said that he is proposing a site out of town, but he did not disclose the exact location.  Mr. Thomas’s original request was for a change in the Town code.  The new request is a change in the zoning ordinance text, and would require a public hearing prior to any Council action.  Mr. Thomas will need to complete an application and pay a fee for a zoning ordinance amendment.

Town of Surf City Strategic Plan-Goals and Implementation Methods

Mr. Thomas presented the strategic plan developed by Council during its winter planning retreat.  Primary focus of the plan is on Surf City’s development as a wholesome, family-oriented community.  In light of the initiatives generated by Council and major private development, Mr. Thomas suggested applying an informal name “Surf City’s Renaissance Plan” to the document. Councilmen Luther and Medlin expressed pleasure in the way the plan was organized.  The plan was adopted as presented by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.  

Fire Department Leadership Structure Changes

In February, Mayor Guy appointed a Fire Department Committee-Councilmen Blizzard and Helms, the town manager, and Joey Rivenbark, the assistant fire chief-to review the existing Fire Department leadership structure and recommend any changes that they determined would be in the best interest of the department and the Town.  The committee recommended changes in the leadership positions process for the Fire Department beginning with the establishment of qualifications, including training, experience, and participation. Selection of the leadership will occur on a biennial basis with the first election this spring.  The nominating committee, to be selected by the town manager from among the Fire Department leadership and membership, will prepare a ballot for election of officers by the Fire Department membership.  Interest in leadership positions from among Fire Department members will be solicited openly.  Committee members were present to answer questions.  Motion by Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried to approve the Fire Department Committee’s recommendation.

Fire Department Incentive Pay

The fire marshal proposed a change in volunteer firefighter incentive pay standards to allow approved additional training to be substituted for attendance at Surf City Fire Department weekly meetings and required drills.  Mayor Pro Tem Albury said that she saw no reason to change the incentive pay standards that the Board took pride in establishing.   Following discussion, motion by Councilman Medlin to send the proposal back to the Fire Department Committee for further review.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and unanimously carried.
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Budget Amendment-Purchase of Police Patrol Cars

Motion by Councilman Helms, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to adopt the budget amendment authorizing the purchase of two new police patrol cars.

Police Civilian Academy and Auxiliary Program

Mr. Thomas presented an explanation of the proposed police Civilian Academy and Auxiliary Program.  He indicated that participants in the academy, which is educational only, would provide a pool of potential candidates to serve as community watch leaders and civilian auxiliary members.  The volunteer auxiliary members would receive additional training and could provide office clerical assistance, monitoring of beach areas, assistance with special events, observational duty on marine patrols, parking violations, and traffic control.  Council members questioned the costs the Town would incur with the program-supplies, phones, shirts, printing, mode of transportation, liability insurance, etc.- and who would teach the course.  Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to schedule a special meeting to learn more about the programs.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Blizzard, and carried with a vote of four to one.

Appointments to the Beautification and Appearance Committee, and the Planning Board 

Motion by Councilman Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to appoint Joan Andrews Johnstone to the Beautification and Appearance Committee.  Oliver W. (Al) Alphin, a retired zoning real estate attorney, was appointed to the Planning Board by motion of Councilman Luther, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Consent Agenda – Budget Amendments for Pay Plan and Fire Department Donations, Amendment to the Nuisance Code-Designation of Enforcement Officer, Amendment to the Town Code to Issue Special Event Permits, Authorization for the Town Manager to Solicit Bids and Initiate Application Processes for Installment Purchase Financing for Annexation Area Sewer Project and the Park Property, Tax Lien Advertising, and Tax Releases.

The consent agenda was approved by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Helms, and unanimously carried.

Public Forum

*John Rich, 288 Atkinson Point Road, questioned when the sewer would be available.  After discussion concerning acquisition of the lift station site on Atkinson Point Road, motion was made by Councilman Medlin for the town manager to contact the property owners again, give them a deadline, and if they are not willing to immediately respond, to proceed with condemnation of the property.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

*Winnie King, 1606 North Shore Drive, encouraged council members and property owners to attend the Coastal Resources Commission meeting to be held in New Bern on March 22nd.

*Bob Nolley, 712 South Shore Drive, asked about recent activity of the Beach Renourishment Committee.

*Steve Hogan, 910 Broadway Street, asked that the Town’s noise ordinance be reviewed.  He believed a more appropriate noise level should be considered, and the ordinance should be enforceable.  It was the consensus of Council to address the noise ordinance at next month’s meeting, after the town manager has an opportunity to research other noise ordinances.

Council Forum

All council members expressed appreciation for citizens’ attendance at Council meetings.
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Town Manager Report

*Mr. Thomas announced that because of some remodeling work that is scheduled for the Council chamber, the upcoming Council meeting(s) will be held at Surf City Fire Department.  

*Upcoming calendar items were discussed: 1) All Council members, except perhaps Councilman Luther who plans to attend the CRC meeting in New Bern and may remain overnight, plan to attend the four town meeting; 2) The NCLM Regional Legislative Meeting in Jacksonville will be held on April 3, the same evening as Surf City’s Council meeting.  It was the consensus of Council to attend the NCLM meeting, but not stay for dinner; 3) A hurricane rehearsal drill will be held on June 8th at 9:00 a.m.; and 4) NCLM Town Hall Day in Raleigh is scheduled for 5/23. 

*Mr. Thomas met with the Onslow County manager and water director to discuss the Onslow County water system that is located in Onslow County Surf City.  County officials were open to Surf City’s needs and the possibilities of giving the Town operational control of their water system located in Surf City, upsizing the connection between the Town’s and County’s systems (at Surf City’s expense), and/or selling water in bulk rate to the Town.  

*A carpentry inmate crew was most helpful in repairing some of the Town’s beach crosswalks.

*Senator Ballantine was the first legislator to introduce an authority accommodations tax bill for all three Island towns.  He also sent a letter to the Town regarding the inventory reimbursement issue.

*CAMA waterfront grant application information has been received.  It was the consensus of Council to apply for funding for the Black property and the Broadway Street Town property. *Council members were invited to the American Legion birthday celebration at 4:15 p.m. on Saturday.

*Pender County has requested that the Town adopt a resolution supporting a land transfer tax.  The item will be placed on next month’s Council agenda for consideration.

*The Town has been notified that outlet pipes that run through the new marina property and drain into the sound may be plugged or removed by the developer, which could adversely affect the $18,000 drainage system installed at Hardee’s. 

Town Logo Designs Review

Council examined the various logo designs and individually rated their preferences. 

Closed Session-Acquisition of Property

Council went into closed session at 9:00 p.m. by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Albury, and unanimously carried, to discuss acquisition of property.  Council re- 

returned to open session at 9:10 p.m.

Town Attorney Report

Attorney Lanier informed Council that the Williamson case is still in the Court of Appeals.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. by motion of Councilman Blizzard, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

_______________________




__________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Mr. Thomas informed Council that he received a call from Mark Nunalee.  Mr. Thomas, on behalf of the Town, had offered the Blacks $800,000, 7% interest for 14 years with no prepayment penalty.  Attorney Nunalee advised that the Blacks wanted $950,000 at prime rate interest.  After talking for a while, Attorney Nunalee believed the Blacks would consider $850,000 at 8% interest for 14 years with no prepayment penalty.  $850,000 is barely over the appraised value.

Lionel Yow does not have an easement from the Blacks to convey to the Town.  Mr. Thomas suggested that immediately upon execution of the contract with the Blacks, that the Blacks convey a 30-foot easement to the Town for the purpose of accessing the Yow property.  Access will be needed before next fall.  

It was the consensus of Council to offer $850,000, 8% interest, etc. for the Black property, and Council returned to open session at 9:10 p.m. by motion of Councilman Helms, seconded by Councilman Medlin, and unanimously carried.

______________________




________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

